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PREFACE. 


proper, for the refining nd 
poliſhing a Language, as the 
ail of Books into it, if he 
that undertakes ir, has a competent 
Skill of the one Tongue, 9 is a. 
Maſter of the other. When a Man 
writes his own Thoughts, the hear 
of his Fancy, and the quickneſ; of 
his Mind, carry him ſo much after 
the Notions themſelves, that for 
the moſt part he is too warm to judg 
gl the aptneſs of Words, pus the 
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T Here is no way of writing {o 


The Preface. 


jaltneſs of Figures , fo that he either 
neglects thele too much, or-oyes- 
does them : But when a Man'tran-. 
ſlates, he has none of thele'-Hears 
about him : and therefore the French. 
rook no ill Method, when they in- 
tended to reform and beautify their 
Language , in ſetting their | beſt 
Writers on Work to tranſlate'ithe: 
Greek and Latin Authors into ic." 
There is ſo little praiſe got by 'Tra 
ſlations, that a Man cannot begen- 
gaged to it out of Vanity, for/it 
has palt for a fign of a flow Mind, 
that can amule itſelf with ſo mean 
an Entertainment ; but we begif'to 
Trow wiler, and tho ordinary Tran- 
Nader muſt ſucceed ill in the efteenv 
of the World, yet ſome have! ap- 
peared of late that will, I hope; 
bring that way of writing in credit. 
The Engliſh Language has wrought 
it ſelf ont, both of the fulſom&te- 
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try under which ic laboure 
ago, and the 'trifling 


travas 


not-only the Stage,” but -even the 


dlong. 
way of dark. 
and-unintelligible Wit that-eame af: 
ter:that, and out -of the courſe ex-: 
ance of Canting that ſucceed- 
edthis: but'- as one Extream com>: 
monly produces another , | {o- we 
were beginning to fly into a ſublime 
pitch, of a ftrong but falſe Rhe- 
rorick, which had much corrupted; 


Pnlpic; -ewo places, that tho they 


ought not to be named together, 
muchleſs-ro reſemble one another ; 
yet: 1t cannot be denied, but the 
Rule. and Meaſure of Speech is ge- 
nerally taken from them : bur that 
florid train is almoſtquite wornour, 
and is become now as ridiculous as it 
was once admired. So that without 
either the Expence or Labour: that 
the: French-| have -undergone,' of 
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Language has, like a rich» Wine, 
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'Wrou 7he- out its Tartar,” and.acus 

ug bly. brought.50 a Puricy/xhrat: 
could. not have been compaſlid. 
without. much labour, had/4rquot. 


Deen for the great advantage: -chat 
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WE have of a Prince, who1s lo-preat 
a Juds, thar his lingle approbation 
or diſhke has almolt as great an-An- 
thority over our Language, :ab his 


Prerogative C1VEs hun over- . our 
Coin. We are now (o| muchire- 


fined, that how defective loever. OUL 
lmaginations or Reajonings may 


, yet our Language ha tewer 


Faults, and is more na and pro- 
per, han it was ever at any time 


before. When one Compares: che. 


beſt Writers of the laſt Age,-with 


thele that excel in this, the: difte- 
rence 1s very diſcernable : ever-the 


oreat Sir Francis Bacon, that was:the 


firit that writ our: Language cortect- 
iy; ashe is till our beſt Author, yet 


ky 
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in i fore. places has Figures lo > ſtrong, 


that.rhey conld nor: paſs. now before 


a levere Judg.. | will nor provoke 


che preſent Maſters of the Stage, b 
preferring the (Authors of the. laſt 
Age its them : for tho they all ac- 
knowleds that they comme far ſhort 
ob B. Johnſon, Beamont and Fletcher, 
yet b believe they are better pleaſed 
ro hay this themtelves, than to have 
ir-obterved by others. Their Lan- 
guage 1s now certainly properer, and 
more natural than it was formerly, 
chiefly fince the corre&tion that was 
gen by the: R. Rebearſal ; and it is to 
be:hoped, that the Eſſay on Poetry, 
which'may be well matched with 
che beſt Pieces of its kind that even 


Auguſtus's Age produced, will have 


2 more powerful Operation, if clear 


_ tenſe, joined with home but gen- 


tle TRIS: cant 1 Work more on our 
3 AGE. 59 2h Writers, 
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The Preface. 


Writers, than that unmerciful, expo- 


fi ing of fUR- has done. 


I have now much leiſure, - and: 


want diverſion, ſo I have © be- 


ſtowed ſome of my hours upon 
Tranſlations, in which I have: pro- 
poſed no ill Patterns ro my. felt; 
but the Reader will be beſt able to 
judg whether I have copied. skil- 
fully. after ſuch Originals. ,, This 
ſmall Volume which Inow publiſh, 


being writ by one of the greatelt 
Men that this Iſland has produced, 


| leemed to me to contain ſo many 


fine and well-digeſted Notions, 
that I thought It might be no un- 
kind nor ill entertainment to the 
Nation, to put a Book an their 
Hands, to which they have: - {o 


good a "Title, | and which has a 


very common fate upon it; to be 


more 
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| more known and admired all the 
World over, than here at Home. 


It was once tranſlated into Eng- 
liſh not long after it was written ; 
and | was once apt to think it 
might have been done by Sir Tho- 
mas More himſelf : for as it is in 


che Engliſh ot his Age, and not. 


anlike his Stile ; ſo the Tranſlator 
has taken a liberty that ſeems 
roo 'great for any but the Author 
himſelf, who is Maſter of his own. 


Book, and ſo may leave out or al- 
ter his Original as he pleaſes : 
which 1s more than a Tranſlator 
ought to do, I am ſure it is more 
than I have prelumed to do. 


It was writ in the Year 1516, 
as appears by the Dat? of the Let- 


rer of Peter Giless, i which he 


{ays, That it was ſent him but a 


' few 
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and har bears date the firſt. of; No 


vember thar Year ; but I cannat | 


| 1 


:magine how he comes to be calz 
led Sheriff of London in the "Fide | 
of the Book, for in all our printed | 
Caralogues of Sherifts, his-Name | 
is not to be found. I do not think | 
my felt concerned in -the. Matter | 


of Nr Book, no more chan. any 0- 


ther Tranſlator is in his Author: | 
nor do [ think Hore himlelt- went 
in heartily co char which; 1s the | 
chiet Baſis of his Wopia, ther ta- | 


king away of all Property, andiche 
levelling the World ; but that: he 
only intended to ſer many Notions 
in his Reader's way ; and that:. he 
might not ſeem too much i in earneſt, 
be went ſo far out of all Roads-:to 
do it the leſs ſuſpected :.. the: ear: 
neſtneſs with which he recom- 
mend 
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«| | ends the- precaution OT in Mar- 
| riages/ among" the Uropians, makes 

o- | one think that he had a” misfortune 

x | invihis own choice, and that there- 

|: | fore che was ſo cautious on that 

e | Head ; for the ſtridtneſs of his Life 

d | covers; him from ſevere Cenſures : 
\e | His ſerting out ſo barbarous a Pra- 
k | Rice, "as the hiring of Aſlaffinates 
| rotake off Enemies, is ſo wild and 
2- | ſo 4fimoral both, that it does not 
: | admiitiof any thing to ſoften 'or ex- 
1c | cufeir;' much lels co juſtify ic ; and 
| _ adviſing Men in ſome Cales 
a- | ro pmt an end to their Lives, not- 
1e | winding all the Caution with 
which he guards it, 1s a piece. of 
rough and fierce Philoſophy. The 
 rendereſt part of the whole Work, 

was the repreſentation he gives of 
_ Hemy he Seventh's Court; and his 
Difcourſes' upon” it, | rowards the 


end 
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L The Preface. 
Fs: end. of the firſt Book, in which To 1 
gy, Diſguile is fo thin, that the Matter | 
5p would not have "Sh much plainer : 
Gl if he had named him : But when | 
Ed he ventured to write ſo freely of. the | 
Nd Father in the Son's Reign, and to | 
Y give ſuch an Idea of Govertmenrt | 
gy under the haughtielt Prince, 7 and | 

the moſt impatient of uneaſy; Re- | 


frraints thar ever reigned in England, | 
who yet was {o far from being dil: L 
pleaſed with him for it, that as he 
hold him long his particular 
Friend,. {o he employed him- in-all 
his Afairs afterwards, and raiſed him | 
to be L.Chancellor,l thought might | 
venture to put it in more Modern 
Engliſh : for as the Tranſlators of 
Platarch's Hero's, os ot Tullies Of- 
fices, axe not concerned, either in 
the Maxims, or in the Coons chat 


they relare ; ſol, whoonly tell, in' 
me 
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mn 


the beſt Engliſh I can, what 


Sir Thomas More writ in very Ele- 
gant Latin, muſt leave his Thoughts 
and" Notions to the Reader's cen- 
ſure, and do think my ſelf liable 
tor nothing but the fadelity of the 


Tranſlation, and the correaneſs of 


the Engliſh , and for that I can on- 
Iy ſay, that I have writ as capefully, 


ahd as well as 1 can. 
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Am almoſt aſhamed, my deareſt Peter 
 Glles, to fend you this Hook of the 
Utopian Common- Wealth, after at- 

moft a Nears delay; whereas #0 doubt 
you lookd for it within fro Weeks * for as 
you know | had no occa%on for ujing my In- 
vention, or for taking pains to put things 
into any method, becanje I had nothing to do, 
but to repeat cxatÞly thoſe things that 1 heard 
Raphael rclate 77 your preſence 5 ſo neither 
was there any occaſion given fur « ſtudied 
Eltoquence : ſince as he delivered things to we 
of the ſudden, and in a careleſs Stile 5 ſo 
he being, as jou know, a greater Mafter - 
| B the 


The Author's Epiſtle | = 
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the Greek, than of the Latin 3 the plainer 
my words are, they will reſemble his ſimpli- 
city the more : and will be by conſequence the 
nearer to the Truth, and that is all that I 
think lies on me + and it #s indeed the only 
thing in which I thought my ſelf concerned. 
T confeſs, I had very little left on me in this 
Matter, for otherwiſe the inventing and or- 
dering of ſuch a Scheme, would have put a 
Man of an ordinary pitch, either of ( apaci- 
ty, or of Learning, to ſome pains, and have 
coft him ſome time 3 but if it had been ne. 
ceſſary that this Relation ſhould have been | 
made, not only truly, bat eloquently, it could | 
never have been performed by me, even after | 
all the ' pains and time that I could have 
beſtowed pen it. My part in it was ſo very 
ſmall, that it could not give me much trou- 
ble, all that belonged to me being only to give 
a true and full account of the things that 1 
had heard : but althoxzgh this required ſo ve- 
ry little of my time ;, yet even that little was 
long denied me by my other Afﬀairs, which 
preſs much upon me © for white in pleading, 
and hearing, and in judging or compoſing 
of Canſes, in waiting on ſome Men upon Bu- 
:  ſuneſs, and on others out of ReſpeF, the 
greateſt part of the Day is ſpent on other 
Mens Aﬀairs, the remainder of it muſt be 


groen 


ro PETER WILETS 


given to my Family at home : So that [ can 
reſerve no part of it to my ſelf, that is, to 
my Study : I muſt talk, with my Wife, and 
chat with my Children, and I have ſomewhat 
to ſayto my Servants 5 for all theſe things 1 
reckon as a part of Buſineſs,except a Man will 
reſolve to be a Stranger at Home : and with 
whomſoever either Nature, Chance, or Choice 
has engaged a Man, in any Commerce, he 
zmſt endeavour to make himfelf as acceptable 


to theſe abeut him, as he poſſibly can 5 uſing 
ſtill ſuch a temper in it, that he may not ſpoil 


them by an exceſſwve gentleneſs, ſo that his 


Servants may not become his Maſters, In 
ſuch things as I have named to you, do Days, 


Months, and Years ſlip away 3 what is there 
left for Writing £ and yet I have ſaid n0- 
thing of that time that muſt go for Sleep, 
or for Meat : in which many do waſte almoſt 
as much of their time, as in Sleep, which 
conſumes very near the half of onr Life 5 
and indeed all the time which I can gain to 
my ſelf, is that which 1 ſteal from my Sleep 
and my Meals; and becauſe that is not 
mmch, [ have made but a ſlow progreſs ; yet 
becauſe it is ſomewhat, 1 have at laſt got to 
an end of my Utopia, which I now ſend to 


304, and expe that after you have read it, 
y0u will let me know if you can put me in mind 


5 2 of 


p* : Jy | F - - , py of . bs ” - 4 » , — Al j - Iv! 
 *#g id» © bs | = Ay a od #4 Auf, ” » bl 94 


v1,” . : 
yr 7 | 
k Ja 4 : : . 
hy. 2, $ : ; 
Sk {j 1 - —- L 
F Fo} _ — —_ —_ x 
: fit! | | = 
W i : / —_ Þ | . by 
Af | | ES | ; Bee 
lt || | I he Anthor's Epiltle : 
£9 { F | | " _ SEW = —_ —_ — TI BY 
| 2 
i} bp 


| of any thing that has eſcaped me 5, for tho I © 
fl would think my felf wery happy, if I had but F 
- as tauch Invention aud Learning as I know I 
+ kave Memory, which makes me generally de- 


pernd much upon it; yet I do not relie ſo en- 
| tirely on it, as to think Þ can forget nothing, 
IN My Servant John Clement has ſtarted 
ſome things that ſhake me + You know he was | 
prefeat with xs, as | think he ought to be at _ 
every Converſation that may be of uſe to him, _ 
for 1 promiſe my ſelf great Matters from the + 
progreſ be kas ſo early made in the Greek © 
and Roman Learning. As far as my Me- | 
mory ſerves me, the Bridg over Anider at 
Amaurot, was. 5OO paces broad, according 
to Raphael's account ; but John aſſures me, 
he ſpoke anly of Zoo paces ;, therefore [ pray 
you recolle what you can remember of thes, 
for if you agree with hint, [ will believe that 
1 have been miftaken 5 but if you remember 
othing of it, [ will not alter what I have 
written, becauſe it # according to the beſt of 
my vemembrance < for as 1 will take care that 
there wray be nothing jalſly ſet down 5 ſo if | 
there is any thing doubtful, tho I may perhaps 
tell a lie, yet I am ſure | wall not make one, | 
fir I would rather paſs for a good Mar, 
than for a wiſe Man « but it will be eaſy to | 
corre ihis iſt ake, if you can eitber meet 
7 with | 
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with Raphacl himſelf, or know how to write 


to him. 


I have another Difficult 's that preſſes HC 


more, and makes your writing to him the 


more neceſſary : 1 know not whom | ought to 
blame for it, whether Raphael, zou,or my ſelf”; 
for as we did not think of atking it, fo nether 
did he of telling us, in woat part of the new- 
found World Utopia is ſituated 5, this was 
ſuch an omiſſun that 1 would gladly redeene 
it at any rate : I am aſhamed, that aficr 1 
have told ſo many things concerning this 
{ſland, 1 cannot let my Readers know in 
what Sea it lies. There are ſeme among ws 
that have a mighty deſire to go thither, and 
in particular, one piows Divine is wery car- 
neſt on it, not ſo much out of- a vain curioſj- 
ty of ſteing unknown Countries, as that be 
may advance our Religion, which is ſo haps 


pily begun to be planted there and that be 


may do this regularly, he intends to procure 


a Miſſzon from the Pope, and to be ſent thi- 
ther as their Biſhop. I: ſach 4 C4 le as this, 
he makes no ſcruple of aſpiring to 1h.t ( ba- 
rater, and thinks it is rather meritorious to 
be ambitions of it, when one deſires it only 


for advancing the Chriſtian Religion, and not 
for any Honour or Advantage that #123 be 


bad by it, but is adJed meerly by a pions Zeal. 
B 3  TJhere« 
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| The Author's Epiſtle 


Therefore I earneſtly beg it of you, if you 


can poſſibly meet with Raphael, or if you 
know how to write to him, that you will be 
pleaſed to inform your ſelf of theſe things, 
ihat there may be no falſhood left in my 
Book, nor any important Truth wanting. 
And. perheps it will not be unfit to let hims ſee 
the Book it ſelf : for as no Man can corre@ 
any Errors that may be in it, ſo well as he; 


fo by reading it, he will be able to give a 


ore perfect judgment of it than he can do 


pon any Diſcourſe concerning it : and you 
will be likewiſe able to diſcover whether this 
Ondertaking of mine is acceptable to him or 


zot 5 for if he intends to write a Relation of 


his Travels, perhaps he will not be pleaſed 
tbat I ſhould prevent him, in that part that 
belongs to the Utopian Common- Wealth ; 
ftmce if | ſhould do ſo, his Book will not 
farprize the Vorld with the pleaſure which 
this new Diſcovery will give the Age, Ard 
I am jo little fond of appearing in print up- 
on this occaſion, that if he diſlikes it, I will 
lay it aſide And even though he ſhould ap- 
prove of it, T am not poſutively determined 
as to the publiſhing of it. Mens taſtes differ 
much ; ſome are of ſo moroſe a Temper, ſo 
four a Diſpoſttion,and make ſuch abſurd Judg- 
ments of Things, that Men of chearful and 
lively 
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lively Tempers, who indulge their Genius, 


ſeem much more happy, than thoſe who waſte 


their time and ſtrength in order to the pub- 
liſhing ſome Book, that tho of it ſelf it 
might be uſeful or pleaſant, yet inſtead of be- 
ing well received, will be ſure to be either loa- 
thed at, or cenſh red. Many know nothing 
of Learning,and others deſpiſeit : a Man that 
is accuſtomed to a courſe and harſh Sile, 
thinks every thing is roueh that is not barba- 
rous. Our trifling Pretenders to Learning, 
think all ts Jug it that is not dreſt up in 
words that are worn out of uſe; ſome love only 


old things, and many like nothing but what 


7s their own, Some are ſo ſour that they can 
allow no Feſts, and others are ſo dull _ they 
can endure nothing that is ſharp 5 and Gus 
are as much afraid of any thing that is quick 
or lively, as a Man bit with a mad Dog is 
of Water ; others are ſo light and wiſetled, 
that their Thoughts change as quick as they do 
their Poſtures : and ſome, when they meet 


in [averns, take upon them among \heir Crs 


to paſs Cenſ res very freely on all Writers 3 
and with a ſupercilious liberty to condemn 
every thing that they do not like: in which they 
have the advantage that a bald Man has, 
who can catch bold of another by the Hair, 


while the other cannot return the like upon 
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bim, They are fa fe as it were of Gun- 


ſhot, ſince there 1s nothing in them conſtdera- - 


ble enough to be taken hold of. 


And ſome are 


fo unthankful, that ever when they are well. 


pleaſed with a Book, yet they think they owe 
nothing to the Author 3, _ are like thoſe 


rude Gueſts who after they have been well 


entertained at a good Dinner, go away when 
they bave glutted their Appetites, without ſo 
—- as thanging him that treated them. But 
who would fut hrmjeif to the charge of 1ma- 
king a Feaſt for eMen of ſuch nice Palats, 
aud (0 different Taſtes 5, who are ſo forget- 
ful of the Civilities that are done them 2 But 
ao 301 once clear thoſe Points with Raphael. 

and then it will be time enongh to conſider 
whether it be fit to publiſh it or not 3, for 
ice | have been at the pains to write it, if he 
conſents to the publiſhing it, 1 will follow my 
Friend's Advice, and chie fly 3 ours, Fare- 


wel my dear Peter, —_— me kindly to 
your good Wiſe, and love me ſtill as you 


w/e to do, for I aſſure Jou 1 love you daily 
tore and more. 
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Writen by Sir Thomas More, Citizen 
and ed of London. 


E N R Y the 8th, the uncon- 

quered King of England, a 
h Prince adorned a all the 
|  Vertues that become a great 
7 Monarch; having ſome Differences of no 
{mall Conſequence with Charles the moſt 
ſerene Prince of Caſtile, ſent me - into 
Flanders as his Ambaſſador, for treating 
and RE . Matters between them. ! 
was 


iepua 
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. Sir Thomas More's 
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was Collegue and Companion to that 1n- 
comparable Man Cuthbert Tonſtal, whom 
the King made lately Maſter of the Rolls, 
with ſuch an Univerſal Applauſe 3 of 
whom I will fay nothing, not becaufe I 7 
fear that the Teſtimony of a Friend will 
be ſuſpected, but rather becauſe his *' 
| Learning and Vertues are greater than 
h: that they can be ſet forth with advantage 
by me, and they are ſo well known, that ' 
f '/ they need not my Commendations, unleſs 
 T would, according to the Proverb, Shew 
the Sun with a Lanthorn, Thoſe that were 
appointed by the Prince to treat with us, 
met us at Bruges,according to Agreement : 
they were all worthy Men. The Mark- 
grave of Bruges was their Head, and the 
chief Man among them 3 but he that was 
eſteemed the wiſeſt, and that ſpoke for | 
the reſt, was George Temſe the Provoſt of 
Caſſelſee ; both Art and Nature had con- | 
curred to make him eloquent ;: He was 
very learned jn the Law ; and as he had 
a great Capacity, ſo by a long practice 1n 
q Afﬀairs, he was very dextrous at them. 
s | Aﬀer we had met once and again, and 
Ei cquld not came to an Agreement, they | 
went ta Bruſſels for ſome days to receive | 
the Prince's Pleaſure. And fince our Bu- þ 
fineſs 
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A. 
ſineſs did admit of it, ] went to Antwerp - 
While I was there, among many that viſt- 
ted me, there was one that was more ac-' 
ceptable to me than any other ; "Peter 

: Giles born at Antwerp, who is a Man of 
! great Honour, and of a good Rank in 
his Town : yet it 1s not ſuch as he de- 

! ſerves: for I do not know if there be 

” any where to be found a learneder and 

” a better bred young Man : for as he is 
both a very worthy Perſon, and a very 
knowing Man ; ſo he 1s ſo civil to all 
Men, and yet ſo particularly kind tg his 
Friends, and 1s ſo full of Candor and Af- 
tection, that there 1s not perhaps above \ 
one or two to be found any where, that 

1s in all refpects fo perfect a Friend as he 

is : He 1s extraordinarily modeſt, there is 
no artifice in himz and yet no Man has 

7 morc of a prudent ſimplicity than he has : 

; His Converſation was fo pleaſant and fo 

2 innocently chearful, that his Company 
did in a great meaſure leflen any longings- 
to go back to my Country, and to my 
Wife and Children, which an abſence of” 
four months had quickned very much. 
One day as I was returning home from 
Maſs at St. Maries, which 1s the chief 
Church, and the moſt frequented of any in 


Antwerp, 
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Sir Thomas More's 


rant of the Latine Tongue, fo he is emi- 


Antwerp, I faw him by accident talking 
with a Stranger, that ſeemed paſt the 
\ flower of his Age ; his Face was tanned, 
he had a long Beard, and his Cloak was 
hanging careleſ]y about him, fo that by his 
Looks and Habit, F concluded he was a | 
Seaman. As ſoon as Peter ſaw me, he came 
and ſaluted me; and as I was returning | 
his Civility, he took me afide, and point- 
ing to him with whom he had been diſ- 
courfing, he faid, Do you ſee that Man? *' 
T was juſt thinking to bring him to you. I 
anſwered, He ſhould have been very wel- 
come on your account : And on his own 
too, replied he, if you knew the Man ; 
for there 1s none alive that can give you 
fo coptons an account of unknown Na- . | 
eions and Countries as he can do; which 
I know you very much deſire. Then 
faid I,, I did not gueſs amiſs, for at firſt 
fight I took him for a Seaman : But you 
are mach miſtaken, faid he, for he has 
not failed as a Seaman, but as a Travelter, 
or rather as a Philoſopher 5 for this Ra- 
phael, who from his Family carries the | 
Name of Hythloday, as he is not igno- 


nently learned in the Greek, having ap- 
plied himſelf more particularly to that 
than 


UTOPIA 5 


nbd 


than to the former, becauſe he had given 
himſelf much to Philoſophy, in which he 
! knew that the ANomans have left us no- 
thing that is valuable, except what 1s to 
be found in Sezeca and Cicero. | He is a 
Portugueſe by birth, and was ſo deſirous 
of ſeeing the World, that he divided his 
Eſtate among his Brothers, and run For- 
tunes with Awericus Veſputizs, and bore a 
ſhare in three of his four Voyages, that 
are now publiſhed : only he did not re- 
> turn with him in his laſt, but obtained 
leave of him almoſt by force, that he 
might be one of thoſe four and twenty 
2 who were lcft at the fartheſt place at 
which they touched, in their laſt Voyage 
to New Caſtile, The leaving him thus, 
did not a little gratify one that was more 
fond of travelling than of returning home, 
to be buried in his own Country : for he 
uſed often to ſay, That the way to Heaven 
was the ſame from all places z and he that 
2 had no Grave, had the Heavens (till over 
| him. Yet this diſpoſition of Mind had 
! coſt him dear, if God had not been very 
gracious to him ; for after he, with five 
Gaſtilians, had travclled over many Caun- 
tries, at laſt, by a ſtrange good fortune, 
he got to Ceylorr, and from thence to Ce- 
> IeMt, 
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licat, and there he very happily found 
ſome Portugueſe Ships z and ſo, beyond 


_ all Mens expectations, he came back to 


his own Country. When Peter had faid 
this to me, I thanked him for his kind- 
neſs, in intending to give me the acquain- 
tance of a Man, whoſe Converſation he 
knew would be ſo acceptable to me 3; and 
upon that Raphael and I embraced one 
another : And after thoſe Civilities were 
paſt, which ace ordinary for Strangers 
upon their fir{t meeting, We went all to 
my Houſe, and cntring into the Garden, 
ſat down on a green Bank, and entertain- 
ed one another in Diſcourſe. He told us, 


that when Yeſprtivs had failed away, he 


and his Companions that fſtaid behind in 
New-Caſtile, did by degrees 1nfinuate 
themſelves into the People of the Coun- 
try, meeting often with them, and treat- 
ing them gently : and at laſt they grew 


not only to live among them without dan-. 
ger, but to converſe familiarly with them ; 


and got fo far into the Heart of a Prince, 
whoſe Name and Country I have forgot, 
that he both furniſhed them plentifully 
with all things neceffary, and alſo with 
the conveniences of travelling both 


Boats when they went by Water, and 
Wagons 
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! Wagons when they travelled over Land ; 
l and he fent with them a very faithful 
Guide, who was to introduce and re- 
commend them to ſuch other Princes as 
| they had a mind toſee: and after many 
, days Journey, they came to Towns, and 
2 Cities, and to Common-Wealths, that 
were both happily governed,and well-peo- 
= pled. Under the /Equator, and as far on 
: | both ſides of it as the Sun moves, there 
; © lay vaſt Deſerts that were parched with 
= the perpetual heat of the Sun; the Soil 
was withered, all Things look'd diſmally, 
> andall Places were either quite uninhabi- 
2 ted, or abounded with Wild Beaſts and 
: | Serpents, and ſome few Men, that were 
| } neitherleſs wild, nor leſs cruel than the 
> > Beaſts themſelves. But as they went far- 
| ther, a new Scene opened, all things grew 
: milder, the Air leſs burning, the Soil more 
' * verdant, and even the Beaſts were les 
- = wild: And at laſt there are Nations, 
; © Towns, and Cities, that have not only 
= mutual commerce among themſelves, and 
, Þ with their Neighbours, but trade both by 
; SeaandLand, to very remote Countries. 
There they found the Conveniencies of 
ſeeing many Countries on all Hands, for 
no Ship went any Voyage into which - 
: an 
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and his Companions were not very wel- 
come. The firſt Veſlels that they faw 
were Flat-bottomed, their Sails were 
made of Reeds and Wicker woven cloſe 
together, only ſome 'were made of Lea- 
_ ther ; but afterwards they found Ships 
made with ronnd Keels, and Canvals Sails, 
__ andin all things like our Ships: and the 
41 Scamen underſtood both Aſtronomy and :' 
WR Navigation, He got wonderfully into !: 
With! their tavour, by ſhewing them the uſe of 
lab the Needle, of which till then they were 
Tt utterly ignorant 3 and whereas they failed 
"lt betore with great caution, and only in | 
TH Summer-time, now they count all Seaſons |: 
"ny alike, truſting wholly to the Loadſtone, | 
. in which they are perhaps more ſecure |; 
| than ſafe ; ſo that there 1s reaſon to fear, i 
that this Diſcovery which was thought 
would prove ſo much to their Advan- 
tage, may by their imprudence become 
an occafion of much Miſchief to them. 
But it were too long to dwell on all that 
he told us he had obferved in every place, 
it would be too great a digreſſion from 
our preſcnt purpoſe : and what-ever is ne- 
ccllary to be told, chictly concerning the 
wie and prudent Infiitutions that he 
_ obſerved among civilized Nations, may 
perhaps 
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perhaps be related by us on a more pro- 
per occaſion. We askd him many que- 
| ftions concerning all theſe things, to which 
] | he anſwered very willingly; only we 
made no enquiries after Monſters, than 
which nothing is more common 3 for 
every where one may hear of ravenous 
Dogs and Wolves, and cruel Men-eaters ; 
but 1t is not ſo eaſy to find States that are 
well and wiſely governed. | 

But as he told us of many things that 
were amiſs in thoſe New-found Nations, 
ſo he reckoned up nota few things, from 
which Patterns might be taken for cor- 
recting the Errors of theſe Nations a- 
mong whom. we live of which an ac- 
count may be given, as I have already 
promiſed, at ſome other time 3 for at pre- 
ſent I intend only to relate theſe Particu- 
Jars that he told us of the Manners and 
Laws of the Uropians - but I will begin 
with the Occaſion that led us to ſpeak of 
that Common-Wealth. After Raphael 
had diſcourſed with great judgment of the 
{ Errors that were both among us and theſe 
! Nations, of which there was no ſmall = 
| number, and had treated of the wiſe In- - f, 
! ſtitutions both here and there, and: had 
{ ſpoken as diſtin&ly of the Cuſtoms and 
5 "0 Govert- 
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"Government of every Nation through 
which he had paſt, as if he had ſpent his 
whole Life in % > Peter being ſtruck with 


admiration, faid, I wonder, {{aphael, how 


it comes that you enter into no King's 


Service, for I am ſure there are none to 


whom you would not be very acceptable : 


| for your Learning and Knowledg, both 


of Men and Thwgs, is ſuch, that you 
would not only entertain them very plea- 
fantly, but be of good uſe to them, by 
the Examples that you. could ſet a 


_ them, ad the Advices that you eould 
| give them 3 and by this means you would | 
both ſerve your own Intereſt, and be of 


2reat uſe to all your Friends. As for my 
F riends, anſwered he, I need not be much 
coliera, having already done all that 
was incumbent on me toward them ; for 
when I was not only 1n good Health, but 
ircin and y E diſtributed that among 
my Kindred and Friends, which other 
People do not part with till they are old 
and lick 3 and then they unwullingly give 


among them,that which they. can enjoy no 


longer themfelves. T think my Friends 
ought to reſt contented with ws and not 
to expect that for their ſakes I ſhould en- 


fave my felf to any King whatſoever. 
Soft 


HO pL 


Ide 7; 


that you ſhould be a Slave to any King, 
but only that you ſhould affiſt them, and 
be uſeful to them. The change of the 
Word, ſaid he, does not alter the Matter. 
But term it as you wall, replied. Peter, I 
do not ſee any other way in which you 
can be ſo ufefu), both in private ro your 
Friends, and to the Publick, and by which 
you can make your own Condition hap- 
pier. Happier! anſwered Raphael, is 
that to be compaſled in a way ſo abhor- 
rent to my Genius? Now I live as I will, 
to which I believe few Courtiers can pre- 
tend : and there are ſo very many that. 
court the Favour of great Men, that there 
will be no great loſs, it they are not 


troubled either with me, or with others 


of my temper. Upon thas, I ſaid, I per- 
ceive Raphael that you neither deſire 
Wealth nor Greatneſs ; and 1ndeed I va- 
Ine and admire ſuch a Man much more 
than I do any of the great Men in the 
World. Yet I think you' would do 3 
thing well-becoming ſo generous and ig. 
philoſophical a Soul as yours is, if you 
would apply your Time and Thoughts to' 
Publick Afﬀairs, even though 708 may 


| happen to find that a little uneaſy to your 
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ſelf ; and this you can never do with ſo © 
I much PE as by being taken into 
Ll | the Council of ſome great Prince, and by 
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iF) ſetting him on to noble and worthy 
0 Things, which I know you would do if 


you were 1n ſuch a Poſt ; for the Springs, 
both of Good and Evil, flow over a 
whole Nation, from the Prince, as from 
a laſting Fountain. So much Learning as 
you have, even without practice in AFf- 
fairs 3 or ſo great a practice as you have 
had, without any other Learning, would 
Tender you a very fit Counſellor to any 
King whatſoever, You are doubly mi- 
ſtaken, ſaid he, Mr. ore, both in your 
Opinion of me, and in the Judgment 
that you make of things: for as I have 
F not that Capacity that you fancy to be in 
| me; ſo if I had it, the Publick would 
not be one jot the better, when I had (a- 
crificed my quiet to it. For moſt Prin- 
ces apply themſclves more to warlike Mat- 
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" ters, than to the uſeful Arts of Peace ; 
and in theſe I neither have any knowledg, 
nor do I much deſire it: They are ge- 
nerally more ſet on acquiring new King- | 
doms, right or wrong, than on govern- _ 

ing thoſe well that they have : and among | 
= the Miniſters of Princes, there are none | 
Y.: that | 
% 
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that either are not ſo wiſe as not to need 


any aſſiſtance, or at leaſt that do not think 
themſelves ſo wiſe, that they imagine 
they need none; and if they do court 
any, it is only thoſe for whom the Prince 
has much perſonal Favour, whom by their 
Faunings and Flatteries they endeavour 
to fix to their own Intereſts: and indeed 
Nature has ſo made us, that we all love to 
be flattered, and to pleaſe our ſelves with 
our own Notions.*' The old Crow loves 
his Young, and the Ape his Cubs. Now 
if in ſuch a Court, made up of Perſons 
that envy all others, and do only admire 
themſelves, one ſhould but propoſe any 
thing that he had either read in Hiftory, 
or obſerved in his Travels, the reſt would 
think that the Reputation of their Wiſ- 
dom would ſink, and that their Intereſts 
would be much depreſled, it they could 
not run it down : And if all other things 
failed, then they would fly to this, That 
ſuch or ſuch things pleaſed our Anceſtors, 
and it were well for usif we could but 
match them. They would ſet up their 
Reſt on ſuch an Anſwer, as a ſufficient 
confutation of all that could be ſaid 3 as 


if this were a great Miſchief, that any 


ould be found wiſer than his Anceſtors: 
C 3 But 
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But tho they willingly let go all the good 
Things that were among thoſe of former 
Ages; yet if better things are propoſed, 
they cover themſelves obſtinately with 
this excuſe, of reverence to paſt Times. 
T have met with theſe proud, moroſe, and 
abfurd Judgments of Things in many pla- 
CCS, tleclany once in England, Was 
you ever there, ſaid I ? Yes, I was, an- 


{wered he, and ſtaid ſome months there, 


30t long after the Rebellion in the Welt 


was ſuppreſſed, with a great fJaughter of 


the poor People that were engaged 1n 
It. 

T was then much obliged to that reve- 
rend Prelate John Morton Archbiſhop of 
Carterlury, Cardinal, and Chancellor of 
England : a Man, ſaid he, Peter ( for 
Mr. «More knows well what he was) that 
was not lefs venerable for his Wiſdom and 


Vertues, than for the high Character he 


bore : He was of a middle ſtature, not - 


broken with Age ; his looks begot Reve- 


' rence rather than Fear ; his Converſation 


was eaſy, but ſerious and grave 3 he took 
pleaſure ſometimes to try the force of 
thoſe that came as Suiters to him upon 
Buſineſs, by ſpeaking ſharply, tho de- 
cently to them, and by that he diſcovered 
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their Spirit and preſence of Mind ; with 


which he was much delighted, when it 
did not grow up to an 1impudence, as 
bearing a great reſemblance to his own 
temper z and he lookd on ſuch Perſons as 
the fitteſt Men for Afﬀairs. He ſpoke 
both gracefully and werghtily 3 he wag 
eminently $killed in the Law, and had a 
vaſt Underſtanding, and a prodigious 
Memory : and thofe excellent Talents 
with which Nature had furniſhed: him, 
were improved by Study and Experience. 
When I was in Erglard, the King de- 
pended much on his Councils, and the 
Government ſeemed to be chictly ſup- 
ported by him 3 for from his Youth up, 
he had been all along practiſed in Afﬀeairs 3 
and having paſſed through many Traver- 
ſes of Fortune, he had acquired to his 
great coſt, a vaſt ſtock of Wiſdom : 


which is not ſoon loſt, when it 1s purcha- 


ſed fo dear. One day when I was dining 
with him, there hapned to be at Table 
one of the Engliſh Lawyers, who took 
occaſion to run out ina high commenda- 
tion of the ſevere execution of Juſtice 
upon Thieves, who, as he faid, were then 
hanged ſo faſt, that there were fometimes 
20 ON one Gibbet; and upon that he ſaid, he 
| C4 could 
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could not wonder enough how it came 
to paſs, that ſince ſo few eſcaped, there 
were yet ſo many-Thieves left who were 
{ti]! robbing in all places. Upon. this, I 
who took the boldneſs to ſpeak freely be- 
fore the Cardinal, ſaid, There was no 
reaſon to wonder at the Matter, ſince 
this way of puniſhing Thieves, was _ ne1- 
ther juſt 1n it Self, nor good for the Pub- 
lick; for as the Severity was too great, 
ſo the Remedy was not effeQual ; ſimple 
Thett not being fo great a Crime, that it 
ought to coſt a Man his Life ; and no Pu- 
niſhment how ſevere ſoever, being able 
to reſtrain thoſe from robbing, who can 
find out no other way of livelihood 3 and 
in this, ſaid I, not only you in Ergland, 
but a great part of the World, imitate 
ſome 111 Maſters, that are readier to cha- 
ſtiſe their Scholars, than to teach them. 
There are dreadful Puniſhments enated 
againſt Thieves, but it were much better 
to make ſuch good Proviſions, by which 
_ every Man might be put ina Method how 
to live, and ſo be preſerved from the fatal | 
neceſlity of ſtealing, and of dying for it. 
There has been care enough Wh for | 
that, ſaid he, there are many Handycrafts, 
and there is Huſbandry, by which they 

- may 


may make a ſhift to live; unleſs:they have a 
greater mind to follow iil Courſes, That 
will not ſerve your turn, ſaid I, for many 
loſe their Limbs in Civil or Forreign 
Wars, as lately in the Corniſb Rebellion, 
and ſome time ago in your Wars with 
France, who being thus mutilated in the 
Service of their King and Country, can 
no more follow their old Trades, and are 
too old to learn new Ones : But fince 
Wars are only accidental Things, and 
have Intervals,let us conſider thoſe Things 


that fall out every day. There is a great 


number of Noble Men among you, that 
live not only 1dle themſelves as Drones, 
ſubfiſting by other Mens Labours, who 


are their Tenants, and whom they pare to 


the quick, and thereby raiſe their Reve- 
nues ; this being the only inſtance of their 
Frugality, for in all other things they are 
Prodigal, even to the beggering of them- 
ſclves : But beſides this, they carry about 
with them a huge number of idle Fellows, 
who never learn'd. any Art by which they 
may gain their Living z and theſe, as 
ſoon as either their Lord dies, or they 


themſelves fall fick, are turned out of 


Doors; for your Lords are readier to 
feed idle People, than to take care of the 
lick ; 


x & Sir Thomas More's 
ſick ; and often the Heir 1s not able to 
keep together ſo great a Family as his 


Fa Predeceflor did : Now when the Sto-_ 
4) machs of thoſe that are thus turned out 
0, of Doors, grow keen, they rob no leſs - 
[ keenly 3 and what elfe can they do? for. 
1 after that, by wandring about, they have 
W if. worn out both their Health and their 
Oh | Cloaths, and are tattered, and look ghaſt- 
ml ly, Men of Quality will not entertain 


them, and poor Men dare not do it; 
knowing that one who has been bred up 
1 [dleneſs and Pleaſure, and who was uſed 
to walk about with his Sword and Buckler, 
defpifing all the Neighbourhood with an 
|  infolent Scorn, as far below him, 1s not 
þ fit for the Spade and Mattock : Nor will 
| he ferve a poor Man for fo ſmall a Hire, 
and in ſo low a Diet as he can afford. To _ 
this he anfwered, This fort of Men ought 
to be particularly cheriſhed among us, for 
312 them conſiſts the Force of the Armies 
for which we may have occaſion 3 ſince 
their Birth inſpires them with a nobler 
f:nce of Honour, than 1s to be found a- 
mong Tradeſmen or Ploughmen. You 
may as well fay, replied I, that you muſt 
cheriſh Thieves on the' account of Wars, | 
for you will never want the one, as long | 
as 
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| as you have the othetl; and as Robbers 
| prove ſometimes gallant Souldiers, ſo Soul- 
diers prove often brave Robbers; ſo near 
an Alliance there is between thoſe two 
ſorts of Life. But this bad cuſtom of 
keeping many Servants, that is ſo common 
among you, 1s not peculiar to this Nation. 
In France there 1s yet a more peſtiferous 
fort of People, for the whole Country is 
2 : full of Souldiers, that are ſtill kept up in 
- | time of Peace; if ſuch a ſtate of a Nati- 
» | oncanbe called a Peace: and theſe are 
1 Kkept in Pay upon the ſame account that 
- | you plead for thoſe Idle Retainers about 
1 _ Noble Men: this being a Maxim of thoſe 
t _ pretended Stateſmen, That it is neceflary 
1 | for the Publick Safety, to have a good 
. | Body of Veteran Souldiers ever in readi- 
> | _ They think raw Men are not to be 
t | depended on, and they ſometimes: ſeek 
r  Occafions for making War, that they may 
s _ train up their Souldiers in the Art of cut- 
e | ting Throats, or as Salxft obſerved, for 
r | keeping their Hands in uſe, that they may 
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- | not grow dull by too long an intermiſſion. 

2 . But France has learn'd, to its coſt, how 

+ | dangerous it is to feed ſuch Beaſts. The - 
Fate of the Romans, Carthaginigns, 


* and Syrians, and many other Nations, 


and 


20 Sir Thomas More's 


and Cities, whict were both overturned, - 
and quite ruined by thoſe ſtanding Ar- . 
mies, ſhould make others wiſer : and the 
folly of this Maxim of the French,appears 
plainly even from this, that their tramed - 
Souldiers find your raw Men prove often 
| too hard for them; of which' I will not 
Ap. '  Ffay much, left you may think I flatter the 
nn Engliſh Nation. Every day's Experience | 
wy ſhews, that the Mechanicks 1n the Towns, 
or the Clowns in the Country, are not | 
afraid of fighting with thoſe idle Gentle- | 
; _ men), if they are not diſabled by ſome | 
Misfortune in their Body, or diſpirited by : 
_ extream Want. So that you need not 
fear, that thoſe well-ſhaped and ſtrong ' 
Men, (for it is- only ſuch that Noblemen | 
love to keep about them, till they ſpoil | 
them) who now grow feeble with eaſe, | 
and are ſoftned with their effeminate man- | 
cer of Life, would be lefs fit for Action + 
if they were well bred and well employ- 
ed. And it ſeems very unreaſonable, that 
for the proſpect of a War, which you 
need never have but when you pleaſe, 
you ſhould maintain ſo many 1dle Men, as 
will always diſturb you in time of Peace, |: 
which 1s ever to be more conſidered than | 
War. But I do not think that this ne- | 
cellity | 


bt; 


-, + ww 
- jw 


TION roof hp % <DI 1 rertte er Rr oy 
OE n— W_ _ ee a 


PP ———_— 


" — 4 


"IIA P47; 6: WE 2 Eo" a foe Jt ef a JH A} a Re WR Pe Sg. IE => 
Pd 


\/ i 
” , . 7 p % % Y ' hy 2 4 
£ te k ws, £; %. £5 - Z ty \ : 52Y h : l 2 


b 20 | 
Fe os 
$.-4 
: Wn Li 
x « I—_— 
14 
4 * 2 | | 
4 
——_—— — P = = 


| | ceflity of Stealing, ariſes only from hence, 
? | there is another Cauſe of it that is more 
= | peculiar to England. Whig is that ? ſaid 
« | the Cardinal]: The encreaſe of Paſture, 
3 | faid I, by which your Sheep, that are 
<1 
4 

e 


| naturally mild, and eaſily kept in order, 
; may bg ſaid now to devour Men, and un- 
| people, not only Villages, but Towns : 
For where-ever it 1s found, that the Sheep 


] 1 of any Soil yield a ſofter and richer Wool 
* | than ordinary, there the Nobility and 
- Gentry, and even thoſe Holy Men the 


Abbots, not contented with the old 
- Rents which their Farms yielded, nor 
) | thinking it enough that they living at 
; their caſe, do no good to the Publick, re- 
S | ſolvetodo it Hurt inſtead of Good. They 
4 | ſtop the courſe of Agriculture, incloſe 
Grounds, and deſtroy Houſes and Towns, 
"2 reſerving only the Churches, that they 
| may lodg their Sheep in them: And as if 
* 1 Forreſts and Parks had ſwallowed up too 
/ little Soil, thoſe worthy Country-Men 


5 tnrn the beſt inhabited Places into Soli- 
7 tudes; for when any unſatiable Wretch, 
2 | Whois a Plague to his Country, reſolves 
® | to incloſemanythouſand Acresof Ground, 
2 | the Owners, as well as Tenants, are turned 
T | out of their Poſleſhons, by Tricks, or by 
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main 1 Force, or "mor hlied out with iM 
- Uſage, they are forced to fell them. So 
thoſe miſerable People, both Men and 
Women, Married, Linglarticd, Old and 
Young, with their Poor, bur numerous 
F:milics, (fince Country-Buſl neſs requires 
many Hands) are all forced to change 
their Seats, not knowing whither 6468 
and they muſt ſel] for almoſt nothing, their 
Houlhold-ſtuff, which could not bring | 
them much Mony, even tho they might | 
{tay for a Buyer : when that Iittle Mony | 
isat an end, for 1t will be ſoon ſpent ; 
what 1s left for them to do, but either to 
fea), and fo to be hanged, (God knows 
how jultly) or to go about and beg ? 
And if they do this, they are put 1n Pri- 

fon as JIG Vagabonds : 3 Whercas they 
would willingly work, but can find none 
that will hire them ; for there 1s no more. 
occaſion tor Country Labour, -to which 
they have been bred, when there 1s no 
 Arable Ground left. One Shepherd can 
look after a Flock, which will ſtock an 
extent of - Ground that would require ma- 
ny hands, if it were to be ploughed' and 
reaped. This likewiſe raiſes the price of 
Corn in:many places. The price of Wool 
's nallo {o riſen, that the poor People who 
were 
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/ were wont to make Cloth, are no more 
| able to buyit; and this likewiſe makes 
many of them idle : For lince the increafe 
| of Paſture, God has puniſhed the Ava- 
rice of the Owners, by a Rot among the 
' Sheep, which has deſtroyed vaſt numbers 
of them, but had been more juſtly laid 
| upon the Owners themſelves. But ſup- 
poſe the Sheep ſhould encreaſe ever fo 
much, their Price is not like to fall ; ſince 
tho they cannnt be called a oropoly, be» 
cauſe they are not engroſled by one Per- | 
ſon, yet they are in fo few hands, and 
theſe are ſo rich, that as they are not * 
preſt to ſell them ſooner than they have a 

mind to it, ſo they never do. it till they 

have raiſcd the Price as high as is pollible. 

And on the ſame account it is, that the 

other kinds of Cattel are fo dear, and ſo 

much the more, becauſe that many Vik 

lages being pulled down, and all: Country- 

Labour being, much neglected, there are 

none that look: after the breeding of them. 

The Rich do not breed Cartel as they « 
Sheep, but buy them Lean, and at loW 
Prices; and after they have farned then 
on their Grounds, they fell them again's 
high rates. And: I do not think that ai 
the Inconveniences that this will produce, 
are 
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are yet obſerved pk for as they ſc] the Cats 


tle dear, ſo if they are conſumed faſter 


then the breeding Countries from which 
they are brought, can afford them 3 then 
the ſtock moſt decreaſe, and this muſt 
needs end in a preat Scarcity 3 and by 


theſe means this your Iſland, that icemed 


as to this particular, the happieſt in the 
World, will ſuffer much by the curſed 
Avarice of a few Perſons ; beſides that, 


_ the riſing of Corn makes all People leſſen 


their Families as much as they can ; and 
what can thoſe who are diſmiſſed by them 
do, but either Beg or Rob ? And to this 
laſt,a Man of a great Mind 1s much ſooner 


_ drawn than to the former. Luxury like- 


wiſe breaks in apace upon you, to ſet 
forward your Poverty and Miſery ; there 
1s an exceſlive Vanity in Apparel, and 


great Coſt in Diet ; and that not only in 
Noblemens Families, but even among 


Tradeſmen,and among the Farmers them- 
ſelves, and among all Ranks of Perſons. 
You have alſo many infamous Houſes, and 
beſides thoſe that are known, the Taverns 
and Alehouſes are no better ; add to theſe, 
Dice,Cards, Tables, Football, Tenmis, and 
Coits, in which Mony runs faſt away; and 
thoſe that are initiated into them, muſt in 


CON. 


$00 


WI 4 te = 081%; IF IR 
OE ND ARS CRETE, od Cal ef a SL 5 « 
Ke POTS IO TIE 7 TCO ET IE 2,0, Fe yo ey 'f wI Set da 4A $a LE ER ed, kd at Ex p Ys 
PR EPSPs 6 IBS Fives ES BIO PIOENS; A OBI EDA Og Eon Ed EE A Sa RD an A Le EE oo ee oe We abt a xls ISRAEL ON a 7 ory ER 
DE et I NT Ee anode OE un Is LES, 32 EIS td er PET Le Wa rs Sy el EEO ROSSO an TO ne hg; LS IRS 2: Eat REA An ol nt "Re 
ENS nr He Ins FE MEE 4 S DEC ee oe en ei oo I er re OE Wt gt Wu EEE TV A TI EET x 
hs SET FAR NEED EO SOR ESTI Et Co LE Ie Be PR I RE SS oe i le a SIG IE EW a Big ag rn Io 9 Ye et Ss Arad ond Pediie ond 2ot 1 og CO Ry Reg 5 Wu nie TIT 
6 {4 "% ws Woe CEO Ee ES ET An 25; ie IB CALL LE IE rs AIR <a: WOTIES ain er A 1 Oo 0, YO AL. © fo Cf Dojo W F* SRI A Been ANG x re Eo \ og 93; ode % bot oe i ane FB Bac 4 FR” 
LN ES L ;.” I x67 x2 IA Bag or eo Ot 2 ITT > Sy PR ST IE, 95s oye dy DIS as WOOD LET ns! oa I DR, ACE CR CS. , 5 
y wh I * . CORN TRIES rhe ITY EE go DOB Con ed gh OO Oe Ea SYLS< FT. THER > I a TI TY W094 ME 8” i *: 
LR ASS Ot ORE SITES, EI Cs» 2Y CE LE a Fe nts , 
ET YE Te es fi. 


Eo 
# 


_ TITTY 


NIFTY _— hs 


— TOMMY 


ah. At ha din if 


*'3 


———_— 


concluſion betake themſelves to I's obbing 


for a ſupply. Baniſh thoſe Plagues, and 
ive order that theſe who have diſpeopled 
ſo much Soil, may either rebuild the Vil- 


| lages that they have pulled down, or 


let out their Grounds to ſuch as will do 
it: Reſtrain thoſe engroſſings of the 


Rich,that are as bad almolt as Momnopolies ; 


| leave fewer Occaſions to Idleneſs ; let A- 


vriculture be ſet up again, and the Manu- 
tacture of the Wooll be regulated, that 
ſo there may be Work found for theſe 
Companies of Idle People, whom want 
Forces to be Thieves, or who now being 
idle Vagabonds, or uſeleſs Servants, will 
certainly grow Thieves at laſt. If you 
do not find a Remedy to theſe Evils, it is 
4 vain thing to boaſt of your Severity of 
puniſhing Thefc 3 which tho it may have 
the appearance of Juſtice, yet 1n 1t ſelf jt 


1s neither juſt nor convenient : for if you 


ſuffer your People to beill Educated, and 
their Manners to be corrupted from their 
Infancy, and then puniſh them for thoſe 


Crimes to which their firſt Education diſ- 


poſedithem, what elſe is to be concluded 
from this, 'but that you firſt make Thieves, 
and then puniſh them ? 
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w hile I was talking thus, the Count!- 
lor that was preſent had prepared an An- 


ſwer, and had reſolved to reſume al I | 


had aid, ac:ording to the Formality of a 


Dcbate, in which things are generally re- 


peated more faithfully than they are an- 
{wered; as if the chief trial that were to 
be made, were of Mens Memories. So 
he faid to me, you have talked prettily 
for a Stranger, having heard of many 
things among us, which you have not 
been able to conſider well; but FE wilt 
make the whole Matter plain to you, and 
will frft repeat in order all that you have 
faid, then I will ſhew how much the ig- 
norance of our Affairs has miſled you, and 
will in the laſt place anſwer all your Ar- 
guments. And that I may begin where I 
promiſed, there were four things — 


you wyl not have done ſoon that begin 
thus 3 therefore we will at prefent eaſe 


you of the trouble of anſwering, and re- | 
ferve 1t to our next meeting, which fhall | 
be to morrow, if Raphael's Aﬀairs and | 
yours can-admit of it : But Raphael, ſaid | 
he to me, .I would gladly know of you 
upon what Reaſon it 1s that you think þ 
Thek ought not to on puniſhed by Death ? : 
Would | 


| Hold your Peace, ſaid the Cardinal, for ; 
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Would you-give way toit ? or do you 


propoſe any other Puniſhment that will 


be more uſeful to the Publick 2 For tince 
Death does not reſtrain Theft, 1t Men 
thought theit Lives wonld be fate, whar 


Fear or Force could reſtrain ill Men 2 On 


the contrary, they would look on the mi- 
tigation of the Puniſhment, as an tavita- 
tion to commit more Crimes. I anſwered, 
It ſcems to me a very unjuit thing to take 
away a Man's Life for a little Mony ; tor 
nothing in the World can be of equal 
value with a Man's Life : And if it 1s fatd, 
that it is not for the Mony that one ſuffers, 
but for his breaking the Law 5 I mutt ſay, 
extream Juſtice is an extream-Injury : tor 
we ought not to approve of theſe terrivie 
Laws that make the ſmalleſt Offences ca- 
pital 3 Nor of that Opinion of the Stocks 
that makes all Crimes equal, as 1t there 
were no difference to be made berweer 
the killing a Man, and the taking ts 
Purſe; between which if we examine 
things Impartially, there 1s no hkenets 
nor proportion. God has commanded us 
not to kill, and ſhall we kill fo eafily for 
a little Mony ? But it one ſhall ſay, That 
by that Law we arc only forbid to kill 
any, except when the Laws of the Lard 
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2” 2 Thomas More' s 


allow of it ; ; upon the ſame Grounds, 
Laws may be made to allow of Adultery 
and Perjury in ſome Caſes: for God 
having taken from us the Right of diſpo- 
ſing, either of our own, or of other "54 
ples Lives, if it 1s pretended that the mu- 
tual Conſent of Men 1n making Laws, al- 
lowing of Manſlaughter in Caſes 10 which 
God has given us no Example, frees FPeo- 
ple from the Obligation of the Divine 
Law, and ſo makes Murder a lawful Acti- 
on 3 What 1s this, but to give a prefe- 
rence to Humane Laws before the Divine? 
And if this 1s once admitted, by the fame 
Rule Men may in all other things put what 
Reſtrictions. they plcaſe upon the Laws 
of God. If by the Moſeical Law, tho 1t 
was rough 5 ſevere, 2s belug a Yoke 
laid on an obſtinate and ſervile Nation, 
Men were only fined, and not put to 
death for Theft. 3 we cannot imagine that 
in this new Law of Mercy, in which God 
treats us with the tenderneſs of a Father, 
he has given us a greater Licenſe to Crue}- 
ty, than he did to the Fews. Upon theſe 
Reaſons it is, that I think the putting 
Thieves to death is not lawfu) : z and 1t is 
plain and obvious that it is abſurd, and of | 
11] Conſequence to the Common-Wealth, | : 


UTOPIA. 


that a Thief and. a Murderer ſhould be 
equally puniſhed : for if a Robber ſees 
that his Danger 1s the ſame, 1f he 1s con- 
victed of Theft, as if he were guilty of 
Murder, this will naturally ſet him on to 
kill the Perſon whom otherwiſe he would 
only have robbed, ſince if the Puniſhment 
1s the ſame, there 1s more ſecurity, and leſs 
danger of diſcovery, when he that can 
beſt make it 1s put out of the way 3 fo that 
the terrifying Thieves too much, provokes 
them to cruelty, 

But as to the Queſtion, What more 
convenient way of Puniſhment can be 
found ? I think it 1s much eaſter to find out 
that, than to invent any. thing that 1s 
worle : 3 Why ſhould we doubr but the 
way that was ſo long in uſe among the 
old Romans, who underſtood fo' well the 
Arts of Government, was very proper 
for their Puniſhment ? they condemned 
ſuch as they found guilty of great Crimes, 
to work their whole Lives in Quarries, 
or to dig in Mines with Chains abour 
them. But the Method that I liked beſt, 
was that which I obſerved in my Travels 
in Perſia, among the Polylerits, who are a 
conſiderable and well-governed People. 
They pay a yearly Tribute to the King 
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ot Perſia ; but in all other reſpects they 
are a free Nation, and governed by their 
own Laws. They lie far from the Sea, | 
and are environed with Hills 3 and being |: 
contented with the Productions of their |. 
own Country, which is very fruittul, 
racy have little commerce with any other 
Nation 5 and as thev, according to the 
CCenius on their Country, have no ap- 
petite of 1nlarging their Boadors : lo their 
Mountains, and the Penſion that they pay 
to the Per/zar, ſecure them from all Jnva- 
flions. Thus they have no Wars amung 
them x they live rather conveniently than 
Poe 2g !y, and may be rather called a 
Hap ; Nation, than cither Eminent or 
i Ns -Y ; for I do not think that they are 
known fo much as by Name to any but |: 
their next 1 'cighbourss Thoſe that are | 
tound guilty of Theft among them, are 
bound to make reſtitution to the Owner, 
and not as it is in other places, to the |: 
Prince, for they reckon that the Prince |! 
2 has no more right to the ſtollen Goods | 
"oo "than the Thief; but if that which was |* 

ſtollen is no more in being, then the | 
Goods of the Thieves are eſtimated, and 
Reſtitution betng made ont of ther, the 
Remainder 1s given to their Wives and 
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Children : And they themſelves are con- 
demned to ſerve in the Pubhick Vorks, but 
2re neither impriſoned, nor chained, untel; 
there hapned to be foie extraordinary 
Circumſtances 1n thar Crimes. They g0 
about looſe and free, working for the 
Publick: If they are Idle or backward to 
work, they are whippd; but 1 they 
work hard, they are well uled and treated 
without any mark of Reproact, only 
the Liſts of them are called always ar 
Night, and then they are ſhut up, and 


they ſuffer no other uncaſinels, but this of 


allen Labour z for as they work for 
the Publick, ſo they are well entertained 

out of the Publick Stock, which 1s done 
differently 1n different olaces : In ſome 
places, that which is beſtowed on them, 


15 raiſed by a charitable Contribution; and 


tho this way may ſeem uncertam, yet {o 
merciful are the Inclinations of that Peo- 
ple, that they are plentifully ſupplied by 
it 3 but in other places Publick Revenues 
are ſet aſide for them 5 or there 1s a con- 
{tant Tax of a Poll-mony raiſed for their 
Maintenance. In ſome places they are fer 
to no Publick Work, but every privat 
Man that has occaſion to hire Workmen, 


goes to the Market-places and hires thens 
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Sir Thomas More' 5 


| of the Publick,a little lower than he would 


do a Free-man : If they go lazily about 
their Task, he may quicken them with 
the Whip. By this means there 1s always 
ſome picce of Work or other to be done 
by them ; and beſide their Livelyhood, 
they earn ſomewhat ſtill to the Publick 
They wear all a peculiar Habit, of one 
certain colour, and their Hair 1s cropt a 
little above their Ears, and a little of one 
of their Ears is cut off Their Friends 
are allowed to give them either Meat, 


| Drink, or Clothes, fo they are of there 


proper Colour; but it 18 Death, both to 
the Giver and Taker, if they give them 
Mony 3 nor is it leſs penal for any Free- 
man to take Mony from them, upon any 
account whatſoever : And it 1s alſo Death 
for any of theſe Shes (ſo they are cal- 
led) to handle Arms. Thoſe of every 


' Diviſion of the Country, are diſtinguith- 


ed by a peculiar Mark : And it is capital 
to lay he aſide, and ſo it is alſo to go 
out of their Bounds, or to talk with a 
Slave of another Juriſdiction 3 and the 
very attempt of an eſcape, is noleſs penal 
than an eſcape it ſelf z it is Death for any 
other Slave to be acceſlary to it:If a Free- 
man engages in it, he 1s condemned to 

12avery : 
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| f{lavery; Thoſe that diſcover it are re- 
 warded; if Free-men, in Mony ; and if 
|| Slaves, with Liberty, together with a Par- 
don for being acceſlary to it ; that ſo they 
may find their Account, rather in repent- 
ing of their accetlion to ſuch a deſign,than 
in perhiſting 1n tt. 

Theſe are their Laws and Rakes in this 
L Matter 3 in which both the Gentleneſs - 
| and the Advantages of them are very ob- 
- vious; fince by theſe Means, as Vices are 
deſtroyed, fo Men are preſerved ; butare 
ſo treated, that they fee the neceffity of 
being nood.: : and by the relt of their Lite 
they make reparation for the Miſchief they 
had formerly done. Nor is there any 
| hazard of their falling back to their old 
| Cuſtoms : And ſo little do Travellers ap- 
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| prehend Miſchief from them, that they 
| generally make uſe of them for Guides, 

from one Juriſdiction to another 3 for 

there 1s nothing left them by which they 

can rob, or be the better for 1t, ſince as 

they age diſarmed, fo the very having of «7 
Mony 1s a ſafficient Convidtion : and as 

they are certamly punithed if diſcovered, 

ſo they cannot hope ta eſcape : for their 

4 Habic being in all the FR” of it dit- 
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ferent from what 1s commonly worn, |: 
they cannot fly away, unleſs they ſhould |: 
go naked, and even then their crop'd | 
Ear would betray them. The on- |: 
ly danger to be feared from them, 1s their 
 eonfviring againſt the Government : but 
thoſe of one Divitton and Netghbour- 
hood can do nothing to any purpoſe, un- 
ic{s a general Conſpiracy were laid among(t 
ail the Slaves of the ſeveral Juriſdictions, 
which cannot be done, ſince they cannot 
mcet or talk together ; nor will any ven- 
ture on a Deſign where the Concealment 
would be fo dangerous, and the Difſcove- 
ry io profitable: and none of them 1s 
quite hopeleſs of recovering his Free- | 
dom, {ince by therr Obedience and Pa- |: 
tience, and by giving grounds to believe |: 
that they will change their manner of Life |! 
for the future, they may expect at laſt ro |: 
obtain their Liberty : and ſome are every |} : 
Year reſtored ton, upon the good Cha- |} 
racter that is given of them. When I | 
bad related all this, I added, That I did | 
rot fee why ſuch a Method might not be | 
followed with more advantage, than could | 
Fiilk ever be expected trom that ſevere Juſtice | 
tl which the Counſellor magnified fo much. || } 
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To all this he anſwered, .T hat it couid ne- 
ver be fo ſetled in England, without en- 

- dangering tne whole Nation by it 3 and 
 a$he faid that, he ſhook his Head, and 

” made ſome orimaces,and ſo held his peace ; 

{ and all the Company feemed to be of hits 

mind : only the Cardinal faid, It 1s not 

ealy to gueſs whether 1t would ſucceed 
well or 1], ſince no trial has been made 

of it : But if when theSentence of Death 

were paſt upon a Thief, the Prince would 

; reprieve him for a while, and make the 

- | Experiment upon him, denying bim the 
- || privilege of a Sanctuary ; then if it had 

s || a good effect upon him, it might take 

- | place; andif it ſucceeded not, the worſt 

- | would be, to execute the Sentence on 

2 || thecondemned Perſons at laſt. And I do not 

e |! ſee, ſaid he, why it would be either injuſt 
>» |: or inconvenient, or at all dangerous, to 

y |: admit of ſuch a delay : : And I think the 

- | Vagabonds ought to be treated in the 

[ | ſame manner, againſt whom tho we have 

1 |} made many Laws, yet we have not been 
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e |} able to gain our end by them all, When x 
# the Cardinal had ſaid this, then they all 

| fell ro commend the Motion, tho they 

. || had deſpiſed it when it came from me ; 

but they did more particularly commend 
p that 


Sir Thomas More's 


that concerning the Vagabonds, becauſe 


it had been added by him. 
I do not know - A it be worth the 


while to tell what followed, for it was 
very ridiculous z, but I ſhall venture at it, 


for as it is not forreign to this Matter, lo 


ſome good uſe may be made of it. There 
was a Jeſter ſtanding by, that counterfet- 


' ted the Fool ſo naturally, that he ſeemed 


to be really one. The Jeſts at which he 
offered were fo cold and dull, that we 
laughed more at him than at them 3 yer 
ſometimes he faid, as 1t were by chance, 
things that were not unpleaſant ; fo as to 
juſtify the old Proverb, That he who throws 


the Dice often, will ſometimes have a lucky 


Hit. When one of the Company had 


ſaid, that I had taken care of the Thieves, 


and the Cardinal had taken care of the 
Vagabonds,ſo that there remained nothing 
but that ſome publick Proviſton might be 
made! for 'the Poor, whom Sickneſs or 
Old Age had difabled from Labour: Leave 
that to me, ſaid the Fool, and I ſhall take 
care of them ; for there is no ſort of Peo- 


ple whoſe ſtght I abhor more, having been 


fo often vexed with them, and with then 
{ad Complaints ; but as dolefully ſoeveras 


they have told their Tale to me, they 
could 
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could never prevail ſo far as to draw one 
Penny of Mony from me : for either I 
had no mind to give them any thing, or 
when I had a mind to it, I had nothing 
to give them : and they now know me 1o 
well, that they will not loſe their labour 
on me, but let me paſs without giving me 
any trouble, becauſe they hope for no- 
thing from me, no more in faith than if I 
were a Prieſt : But I would have a Law 
made, for ſending all theſe Beggars to 
Monaſteries, the Men to the Benedifines 
to be Lay-Brothers, and the Women to be 
Nuns. The Cardinal ſmiled, and ap- 
proved of it 1n jeſt ; but the reſt liked it 
| 1n earneſt, There was a Divine preſent, 
; who tho he was a grave moroſe Man, yet 
| he was ſo pleaſed with this RefleQion that 
was made on the Prieſts and the Monks, 
that he began to play with the Fool, and 
ſatd to him, This will not deliver you 
from all Beggers, except you take care of 
us Friars. That is done already, an- 
{wered the Fool, for the Cardinal has pro- 
vided for you, by what he propoſed ſor 
the reſtraining Vagabonds, and ſetting 
them to work, for I know no Vagabonds 
like you. This was well entertained by 
the whole Gompany, who looking at 
\ | the 


Sir Thomas More's 


2 Cardinal, perceived that he was not 
il pleaſed at it 3 only the Friar himſelt 
Was 0 bit, as may be eafily imagined, and 
fe1l out into ſuch a paſhion,that he could nor 
forbear railing at the Fool, and called him 
Knave,Slanderer, Backbiter, and Yor of Perdi- 
tion, and cited ſome dreadful Threatnings 
out of the Scriptures againſt him. Now 
the Jeſter thought he was 1n his Element, 

and laid about him freely : he faid, Good 
Friar be not angry, for it is written, 1-2 


patience poſſeſs your Seul, The Friar an- 
ſwered, (tor I ſhall give you his own 


words) [ am not angry, you Hangman 3 
at lcaſt [ do not fin in 1t, for the Pſalmiſt 


| fays, Be ye anery, and ſin not, Upon 


this the Cardinal admoniſhed him gently, 
and wiſhed him to govern his Pathons. 
No, my Lord, ſaid he, I ſpeak not but 
from a good Zeal which I oat to haves 
tor Holy Men have had a good Zeal,as 1t 1s 
faid, The Zeal of thy Houſe hath eaten me 
#p; and we ſing in our Church, that thoſe 
who mock'd Eliſha as he went up to the 
Houſe of God, felt the Effe&ts of his 
Zcalz which that Mocker, that Rogue, 
that Scoundre], will perhaps feel. You do 
this perhaps with a goodintention, ſaid the 


Cardinal; but in my Opinion, it were 


Wiler 
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wiſer in you, not to fay better for you, 
not to engage in {o ridiculous a Conteſt 
with a Fool. No, my Lord, anſwered 
he, that were not wiſely done ; tor Solo- 
mon, the wiſelt of Men, ſaid, Anſwer 4 
Fool according to his folly 5 which I now 
. do, and ſhew him the Ditch into which 
_ he will fall, if he1s not aware of it ; for 
if the many Mockers of Eliſha, who was 
but one bald Man, felt the Effet of his 
Zea}, What will become of one Mocker 
of ſo many Friars, among whom there 
are ſo many bald Men 2 We have likewiſe 
a Bull, by which all that jeer us are ex- 
communicated. When the Cardinal ſaw 
that there was no end of this Matter, he 
made a lipn to the Fool to withdraw, and 
turned the Diſcourſe another way ; and 
ſoon after he roſe from the Table, and difl- 
milling us, he went to hear Caulſcs. 

Thus, Mr. More, I have run out into a 
tedious Story, of the length of which I 
had been aſhamed, it, as you earneſtly 
begged it of me, [ had not obſerved you 
to hearken to 1t, as if you had no mind 
to loſe any part of it: I might have 
contrated it, but I reſolved to pive 
it YOu at large, that you might obſceve 
how thoſe that had deſpiſed what I had 


propoſcd, 
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propoſed, no ſooner perceived that the 
Cardinal did not diflike it, but they pre- 
ſently approved of it, and fawned ſo on 
him, and flattered him to ſuch a degree, 
that they in good earneſt applauded thoſe 
things that he only liked in jeſt. And 
from hence you may gather, how little 
Courtiers would value either me or my 
Counfels. 

To this I anſwered, You have done me 
a great kindneſs in this Relation 3 for as 
every thing has been related by you, both 
wiſely and pleaſantly, ſo you have made 
me imagine, that I was in my own Coun- 
try, and grown young again, by recalling 
that good Cardinal into my thoughts, in 
whoſe Family I was bred from my Child- 
hood : And tho you are upon other ac- 
counts very dear to me, yet you are the 
dearer, becauſe you honour his Memory 
ſo much : but after all this I cannot change 
my Opinion, for I ſtill think that if you 
could overcome that averſion which you 
have to the Courts of Princes, you might 
do a great deal of good to Mankind, by 
the Advices that you would give; and 
this is the chief Defign that every good 
Man ought to propoſe to himſelf in living: 


for whereas your Friend Plato thinks that 
then 
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then Nations will be happy, when either 
Philoſophers become Kings, or Kings be- 
come Philoſophers. No wonder if we are ſo 

far from that Happineſs, if Philoſophers 
will not think it fit for them to aſfiſt 
Kings with their Councels. They are not 

ſo baſe minded, ſaid he, but that they 
would willingly do it : many of them | 
Have already done it by their Books, if 
theſe that are in Power would hearken to 
their good Advices. But Plato judged 
right, that except Kings themſelves be- 
came Philoſophers, it could never be 
brought about, that they who from their 
Childhood are corrupted with falſe No- 
tions, ſhould fall in intirely with the 
Counſels of Philofophers, which he him- 
ſelf found to be true 1n the Perſon ef 
D:ongſpas. 

Do not you think, that if I were about 
any King, and were propoſing good Laws 
to him, and endeayouring to root out of 
him all the curſed Seeds of Evil that I 
found in him, I ſhould enher be turned 
out of his Court, or at leaſt be laughed at 

for my pains? For Inſtance, What could I 
| fignify 1f I were about the King of Frarxce, 
and were called: into his Cabinet-Counc], 
Where ſeveral wiſe Men do in his hearing 
E propoſe 
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propoſe many Expedients; as by what 


Arts and Practices Milan may be kept'; 
and Naples, that has ſo oft: ſlipd out 'of 
their hands, recovered; and how. the 
Venetians, and after them the reſt of [taly 
may be ſubdued ; and then how Flan- 
ders, Brabant, and all Bargandy, and ſome 
other Kingdoms which he has ſwallowed 
already in his Deſigns, may be added to 
his Empire. One propoſes a League with 
the Venetians, to be kept as long as he 


finds his account 1n it, and that he ought 
to communicate Councils with them, and 


ove them ſome ſhare of the Spoil, till his 
Succeſs makes him need or fear them leſs, 


and then it will be eafily taken out of 


their Hands. Another propoſes the hire- 
ing the Germans, and the fecuring the 
Switzers by Penſions. Another propoſes 
the gaining the Emperor by Mony, which 
15 Omnipotent with him. Another pro- 
poſes a Peace with the King of Arrager, 
and in order to the cementing it, i the 


. yielding up the King of Navar's Pretenft- 


ons. Another thinks the Prince of Ca- 


ſtile 1s to be wrought on, by the hope of 


an Alliance 3 and that ſome of his Cour- 
tiers are to be gained to the French - Fa- 
gion by Penſions, The hardeſt Point 

of 
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of all is, what to do with England: a 
Treaty of Peace 1s to be ſet on foot, and 
if their Alliance 1s not to be depended 
on, yet it is to be made as firm as can be z 
and - they are to be calfled Friends, but 
ſuſpe&ed as Enemies : Therefore the Scots 
are to be kept in readineſs, to be let looſe 
upon Erglard on every occalion 3 and 
fome baniſhed Nobleman 1s to be ſuppor- 
ted underhand, (tor by the League it 
cannot 'be done avowedly ) who: has 2 
pretenſion to the Crown, by which means. 
that ſuſpeQed Prince may be kept in awe. 
Now when things are in ſo preat a Fer- 
tnentation, and fo many gallant Men are 
joining Councils, how to carry on the 
War, if ſo mean a Man as I am ſhould 
ſtand up, and wiſh them to change all 
their Councils, to let [taly alone, and ſtay 
at- home, ſince the Kingdom of France 
was indeed greater than that 1t could be. 
well governed by one Man ; So that he 
ought not to think of adding others to 
it : Andit after this, I ſhould propoſe to 
_ them the Reſolutions of the Achorians, a 
| People that lie over againſt the Ifle of 
Qtopia to the South-eaſt, who having 
long ago engaged in a War, that they 
might gain another Kingdom to their 

4 E 2 King, 
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King, who had a Pretenfion to it by an 
old Alliance, by which it had deſcended 
to him3 and having conquered it, when 
they found that the trouble of keeping it, 
was equal to that of gaining it; for the 
conquered People would be ſtill apt to 
rebel, or be expoſed to Forreign Invaſi- 
ons, ſo that they muſt always be in War, 
either for them, or againſt them 3 and that 
therefore they could never diſband their 
Army : That in the mean time Taxes lay 
heavy on them, that Mony went out of 
the Kingdom ; that their Blood was fſa- 
crificed to their King's Glory,and that they 
were nothing the better by it, even 1n 
time of Peace ; their Manners being cor- 
rupted by a long War; Robbing. and 
Murders abounding every where, and 
their Laws falling under contempt, becauſe 
their King being diſtracted with the Cares 
of the Kingdom, was leſs able to apply 
his Mind to any one of them 5 when they 
ſaw there would be no end of thoſe Evils, | 
they by joint Councils made an humble | 
Addreſs to their King, defiring him to 
chuſe which of the two Kingdoms he had 
the greateſt mind to keep, ſince he could 


fiſt not hold both; for they were too great a 
mW People to be governed by a divided King, 
|| ( : 

i 


UTOPIA. 


fince no Man would willingly have a 
Groom that ſhould be in common be- 
tween him and another. Upon which the 
good Prince was forced to quit his new 
Kingdom to one of his Friends, ( who 
was not long after dethroned ) and to be 
contented with his old One. To all this 
I would add, that after all thoſe Warlike 
Attempts, and the vaſt Confuſions, with 
the Conſumptions both of Treaſure and 
of People, that muſt follow them 3 per» 
haps upon ſome Misfortune, they might 
be forced to throw up all at laſt ; there- 
fore it ſeemed much more eligible that the 
King ſhould improve his ancient King- 
dom all he could, and make it flourifth as 
much as was poſhible z that he ſhould 
love his People, and be beloved of them ; 
that he ſhould live among them, and go- 
vern them gently ; and that he ſhould let 
other Kingdoms alone, {tnce that which 
' had fallen to his ſhare was big enough, if 
| not too big for him. Pray how do you 
think would ſuch a Speech as this be 
heard ? I confeſs, faid I, I think not very 
well. 

But what ſaid he, if I ſhould fort with 
another kind of Miniſters, whoſe chief 
Contrivances and Conſultations were, by 
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be! Art Treaſure might be heaped up: ) 2 
Where one propoſes, the crying up of 


Mony, when the King had a great Debt 


on hun, and the crying it down as much 
when his Revenues were to come 1n, that 
ſo he might both pay much with a little, 
and 1n a little rcceive a great deal : Ano- 


| ther propoſes a pretence of a War, that 


ſo Money might be raiſed in order to the 
carrying 1t on, and that a Peace might be 
concluded as ſoon as that was done 5 and 
this was to be made up with ſuch appear- 
ances of Religion as might work on the 
People, and make them impure it to the 
piety of their Prince, and to his tenderneſs 
of the Lives of his Subje&ts. A third offers 
{ome old multy Laws, that have been 
antiquated by a long diſyſe 5 and which, 


88 they had been forgotten by all the Sub- 


jets, {7 they had been allo broken by 
thent5 and that the Jevying of the Penal- 


ties of theſe Laws, as it would bring in a 


vait Treaſure, ſo there might be a very 


a00d Bddoce for it, ſince it would look 


like the EXECUtINg of Law, and the doing 
of Juſtice. A fourth propoſes the prohi- 
biting of many things under ſevere Penal- 
ties, eſpecially ſuch things as were apainſt 


the Intereſt of the People, and then the 
diſpen- 
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diſpenſing with theſe Prohibitions upon 
great Compoſitions, to thoſe who might 
make Advantages by breaking them. This 
would ſerve two ends, both of them accep- 
table to many 3; for as thoſe whole Avarice 


led them to tranſgreſs, would be ſeverely 


thined ; ſothe ſelling Licences dear, would 
look as if a Prince were tender of his Peo- 
ple, and would not eafily, or at Jow Rates, 
diſpenſe with any thing that might be a- 
gainſt the Publick Good. Another pro- 
poſes, that the Judges muſt be made ſure, 


that they may declare always in favor of 


the Preropative, that they muſt be often 
ſent for to Court, that the King may hear 
them argue thoſe Points 1n which he 1s 


concerned ;, fince that how unjuſt ſoever 


any of his Pretenſtons may be, yet ſtil] 


ſome one or other.of them, either out of 
contradiction to others, or the pride of 


ſingularity , or that they may make 
their Court, would find out ſums Pre- 


tence or other to give the King a fair co- 


lour to carry the Point: For it the Judges 


but differ in Opinion, the cleareſt thing 
in the World is made by that means 1t- 
putable, and Truth being once brought 1n 
queſtion, the King upon that may take 


advantage to expound the Law for his 
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own profit: the Judges that ſtand out 
will be brought over, either out of tear or 
modeſty ; and they being thus gained, all 
of them may be ſent to the Bench to give 
Sentence boldly,as the King would have it: 
for fair Pretences will never be wanting 
when Sentence is to be given in the 


Prince's Favor : it will either be ſaid, that 


Equity lies of his ſide, or ſome words in 
the Law will be found ſounding that way, 
or ſome forced ſence will be put on them 
and when all other things fail, the King's 


_undoubted Prerogative will be pretended, 


as that which is above all Law; and to 
which a Religious Judg -ought to have 
a ſpecial regard. Thus all conſent to that 
Maxim of Graſſ#s, That a Prince cannot 
have Treaſure enough, fince he muſt main- 
tain his Armies out of it : that a King, 
even tho he would, can do nothing un- 
juitly 3 that all Property 1s in him, not 


excepting the very Perſons of his Subjects : 


And that no Man has any other Property, 
but that which the King out of his good- 
neſs thinks fit to leave him : and they 
think 1t 1s the Prince's Intereſt, that there 
be as little of this left as may be, as if it 
were his advantage that his People ſhould 


have neither Riches nor Liberty ; ſince 


theſe 
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theſe things make them lefs eaſy and tame 
to a cruel and injuft Government; whereas 
Neceſlity and Poverty blunts them, 
makes them patient, and bears them down, 
and breaks that height of Spirit,that might 
otherwiſe diſpole them to rebel. Now 
what if after all theſe Propoſitions 
were made, I ſhould rife up and aſflert, 
That ſuch Councels were both unbecom- 
ing a King, and miſchievous to him : .and 
that not only his Honor but his Safety con- 
filed more in his Peoples Wealth, than 
in his own; if I ſhould ſhew, that they 
chooſe a King'for their own ſake, and not 
for his ; that by his care and endeavors 
they may be both eaſy and ſafe : and that 
therefore a Prince ought to take more care 
of his Peoples Happineſs, than of his own, 
as a Shepherd is to take more care of his 
Flock than of himſelf. It is alſo certain, 
that they are much miſtaken, that think 
the Poverty of a Nation is a means of the 
Publick Safety : Who quarrel more than 

|  Beggers do? who does more earneſtly 
| Jong for a change, than he that is uneaſy 
in his preſent Circumſtances 2? and who 

run 1n to create Confuſions with ſo deſpe- 
rate a boldneſs, as thoſe who having no- 
thing to loſe, hope to gain by them? If 
a 
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his Subjects 1n their. Duty, but by Op- 
preſfion and i] Uſage, and by impove- 
rithing them, it were certainly better. for 
him to quit his Kingdom, than to retain 
it by ſuch Methods, by which tho he 
keeps the Name of Authority, yet he 
lofes the Majeſty due to it. Nor 1s it ſo 
becoming the Dignity of a King to reign 
over Beggars, as to reign over rich and 
happy Subjets. And therefore Fabritias, 
that was a Man of a noble and exalted 
Temper, ſaid, He would rather govern 
rich Men, than be rich himfelt; and for 
one Man to abound in Wealth and Plea- 
ſure, when ail about him are mourning 
and groaning, 1s to be a Goaler and not a 
king. He1s an unskilful Phyſician, that {| 
cannot cure a Diſeaſe, but by caſting his _ 
Patient into another : So he that can find 
20 other way for correcting the Errors of 
his People, but by taking from them the 
| Convenitences of Life,ſhews that he knows 
z 30t what it is to govern a free Nation. 
= He himſelf ought rather to ſhake off his 
ah Jloth, or to lay down his Pride : for the 
Contempt or Hatred that his People have 


tor him, wakes its riſe from the Vices mn | 
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himſelf Let him live upon what belongs 


to himſelf, without wronging others, and 
accommodate his Expence to his Reve- 
'nue. Let him puniſh Crimes, and by his 
wiſe Conduct let him endeavour to pre- 
vent them, rather than be ſevere when he 
has ſuffered them to be too common : Ler 
him not raſhly revive Laws that are ab- 
brogated by diſuſe, eſpecially if they have 
been long forgotten, and never wanted. 
-And let him never take any Penalty for 


the breach of them, to which a Judg 
would not give way in a private Man, but 


would look on him as a crafty and unjuſt 


Perſon for pretending to it. - To thefe 


things I would add, that Law among the 
Macarians, that lie not far from Ctopia, 
by which their King, in the day on which 
he begins to reign, 1s tied by an Oath con- 
firmed by ſolemn Sacrifices, never to have 


at once aboye a thouſand Pounds of 


Gold-1n his Treaſures, or ſo much Silver 


as 1s equal to that in value. This Law, as 


- 


they ſay, was made by an excellent King, 


who had more regard to the Riches of his 
Country, than to his own Wealth; and 
{o provided againſt the heaping up of ſo 
much Treaſure, as might 1mpoveriſh the 
People : he thought that moderate Sum 

| might 
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might be ſufficient for any Accident; if et- 
ther the King had occafion for it againſt 
Rebels,or the Kingdom againſt the Invalion 
of an Enemy,but that it was not enoughto 
encourage a Prince to invade other Mens 
Rights, which was the chief cauſe of his 
making that Law. He alſo thought, that 
It was a good Proviſion for a free circula- 
tion of Mony, that is neceſſary for the 
courſe of Commerce and Exchange : And 
when a King mult diſtribute all theſe ex- 
traordinary Acceſiions that encreaſe Trea- 
ſure beyond the due pitch, it makes him 
leſs diſpoſed to opprels his Subjects. Such 
a King as this 1s, will be the terror of 11 
Men,and will be beloved of all good Men. 

If, I fay, I ſhould talk of theſe or ſuch 
like things, to Men that had taken their 
biafs another way, how deaf would they 
be to it all? No doubt, very deaf, an- 


 {wered I ; and no wonder, for one 1s ne- 


ver to offer at Propoſitions or Advices, 
that he 1s certain will not be entertained. 
Diſcourſes ſo much out of the raad could 
not avail any thing, nor have any effect 
on Men, whoſe Minds were prepolleſled 
with different Sentiments. This Philoſophi- 
-al way of Speculation, is not unpleaſant 
among Friends in a free SOTO ; 

ut 
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but there is no room for it in the Courts 
of Princes, where great Aﬀeairs are carried 
on by Authority, That is what I was 
aying, replied he, that there is no room 
for Philoſophy in the Courts of Princes. 
Yes, there js, ſaid I, but not for this Spe- 
culative Philoſophy, that makes every 
thing to be alike fitting at all times : But 
there is another Philofophy that is more 
pliable, that knows its proper Scene, and 
accommodates it ſelf to itz and that 
teaches a Man to aQ that 'part which has 
fallen to his ſhare, fitly and decently. If 
when one of Plantus's Comedies is upon 
the Stage, and a Company of Servants 
are ating their parts, you ſhould come 
out in the Garb of a Philoſopher, and 
repeat out of OZavia, a Diſcourſe of Se- 
necasto Nevo, had it not been better for 
you to have ſaid nothing, than by mixing 
things of ſuch different Natures, to have 
made ſuch an impertinent Tragi-Comedy ? 
for you fpoil and corrupt the Play that is 
in hand, when you mix with it things diſ- 
agreeing to it, even tho they were better 
than 1t is : therefore go through with the 
Play that 1s aCting, the beſt you can ; and 
do not confound it, becauſe another that 
1s pleaſanter comes into your thoughts. It 
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is cyen ſo in a Common- Wealth, and 1 To 
the Councils of Princes; if ll Opint- 
ons cannot be quite rooted out; and if 
you cannot cure ſome received Vices ac- 
cording to your wiſhes, you muſt not 
therefore abandon the Common- Wealth; 
or forſake the Shipin a Stormybecauſe you 
cannot command the Winds z nor ought 
you to aſſault People with Diſcourſes that 
are out of their. Road, when you ſee 
their Notions are ſuch that you can make 


no imprefiion on them : but you ought 


to calt about, and as far as you can to 
manage. things dextrouſly, that ſo-if you 
cannot make Matters go wel, they may 
be as little ill as is poſſible ; for except all 
Men were good, , all things cannot go 


well; which I do not hope to fee in 


reat while. By this, axles he, F 


that [ ſhall do hal] be to preferve m 


ſelf from being mad, while I endeavour 
to cure the madneſs of other People : for 


if I will ſpeak truth,I muſt fay ſuch things 


as I was formerly ayi ing ; and for lying, 
whether a Philoſopher can do it or not, I 
cannot tell; I am ſure I cannot do 1. 
But tho theſe Diſcouries may be uneaſy 
and ungrateful to them, I do not fee why 
they ſhould em fooliſh or extravagant : 


indeed 
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either propoſe ſuch 
things as Plato. has contrived in his Com- 
mon-Wealth, or as the Qtopians prattife 


in theirs, tho they might tcem better, as 


certainly they are, yet they: are fo quite 
different from our Eſtabliſhment, which 
1s founded on Property, there being no 
ſuch thing'among them, that I could not 
expect that it ſhould have'any effet' on 
them : But ſuch Diſcourſes as mine, that 
only call paſt Evils to mind, and. give 


warning of what may follow, have: no- 
(/thing in them that 1s ſo abſurd, that they 
may not be uſed at any time ; for they 


only be unpleaſant to thoſe who are 


reſolved to run headlong the contrary 


way : and 1f we muſt let alone every 
thing as abſurd or extravagant, which by 


reaſon of the wicked Lives of many may 


ſeem uncouth, we mult, even among Chri- 
{tians, give over preſiing the greateſt part 
of thoſe things that Chriſt hath taught us: 
tho he has commanded us not to conceal 
them, but to proclaym on the Houle-tops 
that which' he taught in ſecret. The 
greateſt parts of his Precepts are more 
diſagreeing to the Lives of the Men of 
this Age, than any part of my Diſconrfe 
Has been : But the Preachers ſeem to have 
Jearn'd 
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learn'd that craft to which you adviſe me ; 
for they obſerving that the World would 
not willingly fate their Lives to the Rules 
that Chriſt has given, have fitted his Do- 
Cine, as if it had been a leaden Rule, 
to their Lives ; that ſo ſome way or other 
they might agree with one another. But 
I fee no other effect of this comphance, 
Except it be that Men become more ſe- 
cure in their wickedneſs by n. And this is 
all the ſucceſs that I can have m a Court ; 
for I muſt always differ from the reft, and 
then I will fignify nothing 3 or if I a- 
gree with them, then I will only help 
orward their madneſs. I do not compre- 


 hend what you mean by your caſting 


about, or by the bending and handling 


things ſo dextrouſly, that if they go not 


well, they may go as little 11] as may be : 
for in Courts they will not bear with a 
Man's holding his peace, or conniving at 
them : a Man muft bare-facedly approve 
of the worlt Councils, and conſent to the 
blackeſt Defigns : So that one would paſs 

for a Spy, or poſhbly for a Traitor, that 
did but coldly approve of ſuch wic- 
ked Practices: And when a Man 1s en- 
gaged in ſuch a Society, he will be ſo far 


from being able to mend Matters by his 
calting 
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caſting about, as you call it, that he will 
find no occaſions of doing any good : 
the ill Company will ſooner corrupt him, 


nC Dc "IE 


' than be the better for him: or if not- 


withſtanding all their i]l Company, he 
remains {ti}] entire and innocent, yet their 
Follies and Knavery will be 1mputed to 
him 3 and by mixing Councils with them, 
he muſt bear his ſhare of all the blame 
that belongs wholly to others. 

It was no ill Simuly, by which Plato 
ſet forth the unreaſonableneſs of a Philo. 
ſopher's medling with Government : If 
one, iays he, ſhall ſee a great company 
run out into the Rain every day, and de- 


light to be wet int; and it he knows. 


that it will be to no purpoſe for him to 


$0 and perſwade them to come into their 


ouſes, and avoid the Rain 3 ſo that all 
that can be expefted from his going to 


ſpeak to them, will be, that he ſhall be 
wet with them 3 when it 1s ſo, he does beſt 


to keep within Doors, and preſerve him- 


ſelf, fince he cannot prevail enough to cor- 
re other Peoples Folly. | 
Tho to ſpeak plainly what 1s my Heart, 
I muſt freely own to you, that as long as 
there is any Property, and while Mony 18 
the Standard of all other things, I cannot 


F think. 
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think that a Nation can be governed 


cither Juſtly or Happily : Not Juſtly, be- 
cauſe the beſt things will fall to the ſhare 


of the worſt of Men : Nor Happily, be-_ 


cauſe all things will be divided among a 
few, (and even theſe are not 1n all re- 
ſpects happy) the reſt being left to be 
abſolutely miſerable. Therefore when I 
refle&t on the wiſe and good Conſtituti- 
ons of the QUtopians, among whom all 
things are ſo well governed, and with ſo 
tew Laws; and among whom as Vertue 
hath its due reward, yet there ts ſuch an 
Equality, that every Man lives 1n plenty ; 
and when I compare with them ſo many 
other Nations that are {ti]l making new 
Laws, and yet can never bring their Con- 
{titution to a right Regulation, among 
whom tho every one has his Property 3 yet 
all the Laws that they can invent, cannot 
prevail ſo far, that Men can either obtain 
or preſerve it, or be certammly able to di- 
ſtinguiſh what 1s their own, from what is 
another Man's 3 of which the many Law 
Suits that every day break out, and de- 
pend without any end, give too plain a 
demonſtration : When, I fay, IT ballance 
all theſe things in my thoughts, I grow 
more favourable to Plato, and do not 

wonder 
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wonder that he reſolved, not to o make any 

Laws for ſuch as would not ſubmit to a 

community of all things: For fo wile a 

Man as he was, could not but foreſee that 

the ſetting all upon the Level, was the 

only way to make a Nation happy : ; which 

cannot be obtained fo long as there is Pro- 

perty : for when every Man draws to him- 

{elf all that he can compaſs, by one Title 

or another, it muſt needs follow, that 

how plentiful ſoever a Nation may be, yet 

a few dividing the Wealth of 1t among 

themſelves, the reſt muſt fall under Po- 

yerty. So that there will be two ſorts 

of People among them, that deſerve that 

their Fortunes thould be interchanged 5 

the former being uſcleſs, but. wicked and 

ravenous; and the latter, who by their 

conſtant iaduſtry ſerve the Publick more ; 
than themſclves, being fincere and modeſ} 

Wien. From w hence L am perſivaded, that _. 

till Property is taken away, there can be 
no equitable or juſt di {tribution made of 

things, nor can the World be happily go- 
verned : for as long as that is maintained, — 
' thegreateſt and the for beſt part of Man- 

” Kind, will be tifl opprefied with a load 

of Cares and Anxictics. [ confels, with- 

| ont che rakin? of tt quute away, thoſe . 
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Preſſures that lie on a great part of Man- 


kind, may be made lighter ; but they 
can never be quite removed. For if Laws 
were made, determining at how great an 
extent in Soy, and at how much Mony 


_ every Man muſt ſtop, and limiting the 


Prmce that he may not grow too great, 
and reſtraining the People that they may 
not become too inſolent, and that none 
might factioully aſpire to publick Employ- 
ments 3 and that they might neither be 
fold, nor made burdenſome -by a great 


_ expence; fince otherwiſe thoſe that ſerve 


in them, will be tempted to reimburſe 


themſelves by Cheats and Violence, and 


it will become neceflary to find out rich 
Men for undergoing thoſe Employments 
for which wiſe Men ought rather to be 
{ought out ; theſe Laws, I ſay, may have 
ſuch Effects," as good Dict and Care may 
have on a Sick Man, whoſe recovery 1s 
deſperate : they may allay and mitigate 
the Diſeaſe, but it can never be quite 
healed, nor the Body Politick be brought 


again to a good Habit, as long as Proper- 


ty remains; and It will fall out as 1n a 
complication of Dileatcs, that by apply- 
ing a Remedy to one Sore, you will pro- 
voke another 3 and that which removes 

the 
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one 11] Symptom, produces others, while 
the ftrengthning of one part of the Body 
weakens the reſt. On the contrary, an- 

 {weredT, it ſeems to me that Men cannot 
Iive conveniently, where all things are 
common : How can there be any Plenty, 
where every Man will excuſe himſelf from 
Labour ? For as the hope of Gain doth 
not excite him, ſo the confidence that he 
has in other Mens Induſtry, may make 
him flothful : And if People come to be. 
pinched with Want, and yet cannot diſ- 
pole of any thing as their awn 5 what can 
follow upon this, but perpetual Sedition 
and Blood({hed, eſpecially when the Reve- 
rence and Authority due to Maglltrates 
falls to the Ground 2 For I cannot ima- 
gine how that can be kept up among thole | 

| that are 1n all things equal to one another. 

' FT do not wonder, faid he, that it appears 

fo to you, ſince you have no Notion, or 

| | atleaſt no right one, of ſuch a Conſtitu- 

' þ tion : But if you had been in Utopia with 

me, and had ſeen their Laws and Rules ; 

as I did, for the ſpace of five Years, in 

which I lived among them ; and during 

which time I was ſo delighted with them, 

that indeed I would never have left them, 

if it had not been to make the diſcovery 
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of that new World to the Err opeans : 3 you 
would then confeſs that you had never 

3 2 People fo well conſtituted as they 
ar, You will not eaſily perſwade me, 
iid "7 that any Nation in that New 
World, is better governed than thoſe 
IMENg Us are. For as our Underſtand- 


37% arc not worſe than theirs, fo our Go-. 


vernment, it I wiſtake not, being ancien- 
ter] a \ long practice has helped us to find 
ont many Conveniences of Life: And 
'5me happy Chances have diſcovered 
other things to us, which no Man's Under- 
ſtanding could ever have invented. As 
tor the Antiquity, either of their Govern- 
ment, or of ours, faid he, you cannot 
paſs a true Judgment of it, unleſs you had 
read their Hiſtories ; for if they are to be 
believed, they had Towns among them, 
before theſe parts were ſo much as 1nha- 
bited : And as for theſe Diſcoveries, that 
have been either hit on by chance, or 
made by ingenious Men, theſe might 
have hapned there as well as here. I do 
not deny but we are more ingenious than 


they are, but they exceed us much in In- 


duſtry and Application : They knew little 
concerning us, before our arrival among 
them 3 they call ns all by a general Name 


of 
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of the Nations that lie beyond the Equi- 
noctial Line ; for their Chronicle mentions 
a Shipwrack that was made on their Coaſt 
T200 Years ago; and that ſome Romans 
and Egyptians that were in the Ship, get- 
ting ſafe a Shore, ſpent the reſt of their 
days amongſt them 3 and ſuch was their 
Ingenuity, that from this ſingle Opportu- 
nity, they drew the advantage of Learn- 


ing from thoſe unlook'd for Gueſts, all the. 


uſeful Arts that were then among the Ro- 
mans, Which thoſe Shipwrack'd Men 
knew : And by the Hints that they gave 
them, they themſelves found out even 


ſome of thoſe Arts which they could not : 


fully explain to them ; ſo happily did they 
improve that Accident, of having ſome of 
our People caſt upon their ſhore : But if 
any ſuch Accident have at any time 
brought any from thence into Errope, we 
have been fo far from improving it, that 
we do not ſo much as remember it ; as in 
after Times perhaps it will be forgot by 
our People that I was ever there. For 


tho they from.©ne ſuch Accident, made 
themſelves Maſters of all the good Inven- 


tions that were among us 3 yet I believe 
it would be long before we would learn 


or put In practice any of the 200d Inſti- | 
FF tutions 
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Sir Tho 
'l tutions that are among them : And this 1s 
1 the true Cauſe of their being better go- 
iþ verned, and living happier than we do, 
tho we come not ſhort of them in point 
of Underſtanding, or outward Advanta» 
ges. Upon this I ſaid to him, I do ear- 
neſtly beg of you, that you would de- 
ſcribe that liland very particularly to us. 
Be not too ſhort in it, but fet out 1n or- 
der all things relating to their So1], their 
Rivers, their Towns, their People, their 
Manners, Conſtitution, Laws, and in a 
word, all that you imagine we delire to 
know : and you may well imagine that 
we delire to know every thing concerning 
them, of which we are hitherto ignorant. 
I will do it very willingly, ſaid he, for I 
[| have digeſted the whole Matter carefully ; 
but it will take up ſome time. Let us go 
then, ſaid T, firſt and dine, and then we 
{hall have leaſure enough. Be it ſo, ſaid | 
he. So we went in and dined, and after | 
Dinner we came back, and fat down in | 
the ſame place. I ordered my Servants to 
take care that none might come and in- 

terrupt us : and both Peter and I defixed | 
= Raphael to be as good as his word : So | 
when he ſaw that we were very intent up- | 
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on it, he pauſed a little to recolle& himſelf 
and began in this manner. 


The Second Book. 


SHE Hland of Qtfopra, in the middle 
of it, where 1t 1s broadeſt, is 200 
miles broad, and holds almoſt at the ſame 
breadth over a great part of it; but it 
grows narrower towards both ends. Its 
Figure 1s not unlike a Creſcent : between 
tts Horns, the Sea comes 1n eleven miles 
broad, and ſpreads it {elf into a great Bay, 
which is environed with Land to the com- 
paſs of about 5co miles, and is well ſecu- 
red from Winds: There is no great Cur- 
rent in the Bay, and the whole Coaſt 
' 18, as It were, one continued Harbour, 
which gives all that live in the Ifhnd great 
convenience for mutual Commerce : but 
| | theentry into the Bay, what by Rocks on 
©, onehand;,and Shallows onthe other,is very 
> | dangerous. In the middle of it there 1s 
. |} one fingle Rock which appears above 
| : Water, and(o is not dangerous 3 on the 
top of it there 6 a Tower built, in which 
a Garriſon. is kept. The other Rocks lie 
under 
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under Water, and are very dangerous 
The Channel is known only to theNatives, 
ſo that if any Stranger ſhould enter into 
the Bay, without one of their Pilates, 
he would run a great danger” of Ship- 
wrack : foreven they themſelves could 
not pals it fate, 1f ſome marks that are on 
their Coaſt did not dire& therr way 3 and 
if theſe {hoald be but a little ſhifted, any 
Fleet that might come againſt them, how 
great {oever it were, would becertainly loſt. 
On the other ſide of the I{Jand, there are 
Itkewiſe many Harbours ; and the Coaſt 
35 ſo fortified, both by Nature and Art, that 
a {mall number of Men can hinder the deſ- 
cent of a great Army. But they report 
(and there remains good marks of it to 


make it credible) that this was no Iſland at 


firſt, but a part of the Continent. Otopus 


that conquered it ( whoſe Nameit (till car- 


Ties, for Abraxa was its firſt Name) and 
brought the rude and uncivilized Inhabi- 
tants into ſuch a good Government, and 


' to that meaſure of Politeneſs, that they do 


now far excel all the reſt of mankind ; 
having ſoon ſubdued them, he deſigned 
to ſeparate them from the Continent, and 
and to bring the Sea quite about them, 


and in order to that he made a deep 
Channel! 
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Channel to be digged fifteen miles long : 
He not only forced the Inhabitants to 
_. work at it, but likewiſe his own Souldiers, 
that the Natives might not think he treated 
them like Slaves ; and having ſet vaſt num- 
bers of Men to work, he brought it to 
a ſpeedy concluſion beyond all Mens ex- 
pectations : By thistheir Neighbours, who 
laughed at the folly of the Undertaking 
at firſt, were ſtruck with admiration and 
terror, when they ſaw it brought to per- 
fecttion. There are 54 Cities in thel{land, 
all large and well built : the Manners, 
Cuſtoms, and Laws of all their Cities are 
the ſame, and they are all contrived as 
near 1n the ſame manner, as the Ground 
on which they ſtand will allow : The 
neareſt Jie at leaſt 24 miles diſtant from 
' one another, and the moſt remote are not 
: 1o far diſtant, but thata Man can go on 
foot in one day from it, to.that which lies 
next it. Every City ſends three of their 
wifeſt Senators once a Year to Amanrot, 
for conſulting about their common Con- 
cerns ; for that 1s the cheif Town of the 
If}Jand, being ſttuated near the Center of 
1t,ſo that it 15the moſt convenient place for 
their Aſſemblies. Every City has ſo much 
' Ground ſt off for its Jurisdiction, that 
£ there 
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theres twenty miles of Soil round it, aſ- 
ſigned to it : and; where the Towns lie 
wider, they have. much more Ground : 
no Town deſires to enlarge their Bounds, 
for they conſider them(clves rather as Te- 
 nants than Landlords of their Soil. They 
have built over all the Country, Farm- 
houſes for Huſbandmen, which are well 
contrived, and are furniſhed with al] 
things neceflary for Countey-labour. In- 
habitants are ſent by turns from the Cities 
to dwell in them; no Country-family 
has fewer than fourty Men and Women in 
it, beſides two Slaves. There is a Maſter 
and a Miſtreſs ſet over every Family ; and 
over thirty Families there is a Magr- | 
ſtrate ſetled. Every Year twenty of this | 
Farmly come back to the Town, after | 
they have ſtayed out two Years in the | 
Country : and in ther room there are 
other twenty fent from the Town, that 

| they may learn Country-work, from 
LY thoſe that have been already one Year 
in the Country, which they muſt teach 
thoſe that come to them the next Year 
from the Town. By this means ſuch as 
dwell in thoſe Country-Farms, are never 
12norant of Agriculture, and fo commit 
no Errors in 1t, which might A be 
atal 


— —_— 
<———_— - — 


UTOPIA. 

fatal to them, and bring them under a 
ſcarcity of Corn. But tho there is every 
Year ſuch a ſhifting of the Huſbandmen, 
that none.may be forced againſt his mind 
to follow that hard courſe of life too long 3 
yet many among them take ſuch pleaſure 
11 1t, that they defire leave to continue 
many Years 1n it. Theſe Huſbandmen 
labour the Ground, breed Cattel, hew 
Wood,and convey it to the Towns, either 
by Land or Water, as is moſt convent- 
ent. They breed an infinite multitude of 
Chickens 1n a very curious manner: for 
the Hens do not fit and hatch them, but 
they lay vaſt numbers of Eggs 1n a gentle 

| andequal heat,in which they are hatched; 
and they are no ſooner out of the Shell, 

' and able to ſtir about, but they ſeem to 
conſider thoſe that feed them as their Mo- 
thers, and follow them as other Chickens 
do the Hen that hatched them. They 
breed very few Horſes, but thoſe they 
have, are full of Mettle, and are kept on- 
ly for exerciſing their Youth in the Art of 
ſitting and riding of them 3 for they do 
not put them to any Work, either of 
Plowing or Carriage, in which they 1m- 
ploy Oxen ; for tho Horſes are ſtronger, 
yet they find Oxen can hold out _ 
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and. as they are'not ſubject to fo many 
Diſeaſes, ſo they are kept upon a leſs 
charge, and with leſs trouble : And when 
they are ſo worn out, that they are no 
more fit for labour, they are good Meat 
at laſt. They ſow no Corn, but that 
which is to be their Bread 3 for they 
drink either Wine, Cider, or Perry, and 
often Water, ſometimes pure, and ſome- 
times boiled with Hony or Liquoriſh, 


with which they abound : and tho they 


know exactly well how much Corn will 
ferve every Town, and all that tract of 
Country which belongs to it, yet they 
fow much more, and breed more Cattel 
than are neceſlary for their conſumption : 
and they give that overplus of which 
they make no uſe to their Neighbours. 
When they want any thing in the Coun- 
try which it does not produce, they fetch 
that from the Town, without carrying 
any thing in exchange for it: and the 
Magiſtrates of the Town take care to ſee 
It given them : forthey meet generally 1n 
the Town once a month, upon a Feſtival- 


Day. When the time of Harveſt comes, 


the Magiſtrates 1n the Country ſend to 
thole in the Towns, and let them know 


now many hands they will need for reap- 
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ing the Harveſt : ; and the number they 
call for being ſent to them, they common- 
ty diſpatch it all in one day. 


Of their Towns, particularly of Amaurot. 


E that knows one of their Towns, 
knows them all, they are ſo like 


One another, except where the ſcituation 


makes ſome difference. I ſhall therefore 
deicribe one oi them, and it 1s no matter 
which 3 but none 1s ſo proper as Amaurot - 
for as none is more eminent, all the reſt 
yielding in precedence to! this, becauſe it 
1s the Seat of their Supream Council: ſo 
there was none of them better known to 
me, I having lived five Years altogether 
in it. 

It lies upon the ſide of a H1ll, or rather 

a riſing Ground : its Figure 1s almoſt 
rr for from the one ſide of 1t, which 
ſhoots up almoſt to the top of the Hill, it 
runs down in a deſcent for two miles to 
the River Arn7der ; but it 1s a little broader 
the other way that runs along by the 
Bank of that River. The Arzder riſes 
about 80 miles above Amanrot, in a fmall 
Spring at firſt ; but other Brooks falling 
Into it, of which two are more confide- 
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le, as 1t runs by Amanrot, it 1s grown 
'{ 2 mile broad, but it ſtil] grows larger 
and /::per, till after ſixty miles courſe be- 
low 2, it is buried in the Ocean. Be- 
tyv/-c the Town and the Sea, and for 
ſome miles above the Town, it ebbs and 
flows every fix hours, with a ftrong Cur- | 
rent. The Tide comes up for about | 
thirty mites ſo full, that there 1s nothing | 
f but Salt-water in the River, the freſh 
Water being driven back with its force ; 
and above that, for ſome miles, the Wa- 
ter is brackiſh, but a little higher, as it 
Ow runs by the Town, it 1s quite frelh 3 and 
_ whenthe Tideebbs, it continues freſh all 
along to the Sea. There is a Bridg caft | 
over the River, not of Timber, but of | 
fair Stone, conliſting of many ſtately | 
Arches; it lies at that part of the Fown | 
which is fartheſt from the Sea, fo that | 
Ships without any hindrance lie all along 
the ſide of the Town. There 1s lizewife | 
another River that runs by t, which: tho | 
It 1s not great, yet it runs pleaſantly, for it | 
Tiſes out of the ſame Hill on which the 
Town ſtands, and ſo runs down throw 1, 
and falls into the Anider. The Inhabi- 
rants have fortifted rhe Fountain-head of | 


this River, which ſprings. a little withoue 
the 
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the Towns ; that fo if they ſhould hap- 
pen to be beſteged, the Enemy might not 
be able to ſtop or divert the courſe of 
the Water, nor poiſon it ; from thence 
It 1s carried 1n earthen Pipes to the lower 
Streets : and for thoſe places of the Town 
to, which the Water of that ſmall River 
cannot be conveyed, they have great Ci- 
ſterns for recerving the Rain-water, which 
ſupplies the want of the other. The 
Town 1s compaſſed with a high and thick 
Wall, in which there are many Towers 
and Forts; there is alſo a broad and deep 
dry Ditch, ſet thick with Thorns, caſt 
round three fides of the Town, and the 
River 1s inſtead of a Ditch on the fourth 
ſ1de. The Streets are made very conve- 
nient for all Carrtage, and are well ſhel- 
tred from the Winds. Their Buildings 
are good, and are ſo umiform, that a 
whole ſide of a Street looks like one 
* Houſe. The Streets are twenty foot 
broad ; there lte Gardens behind all their 
| Houſes; theſe are large, but encloſed with 
| Buildings, that on all Hands face the 
Streets; fo that every Houle has both a 
| Door to the Street, and a back Door to 
! the Garden : their Doors have all two 
Leaves, which as they are ealily opened, 
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lO they thut of their own | accord : ; and 
there buing no Property among them, 
every Man may freely enter 1nto any 
Houlc whatſoever. At every ten Years 
ends, they f{hift their Houſes by Lots. 
ilcy cultivate their Gardens with great 
care, fo that they have both Vanes, Fruits, 
Heths, and Flowers in them ; and all 1s 
ſo well ordered, and ſo finely kept, that 


1 never ſaw Gardens any where that were 


both ſo fruitful and ſo beautiful as theirs 


are. And this humor of ordering their 


Gardens fo well, 1s not only kept up by 
the pleaſure they find 1n 1t, but alſo by 
an emulation between the Inhabitants of 
the ſeveral Streets, who vie with one 


another 1n this Matter 3 and there 1s 1n- 


aced nothing belonging to the whole 
Town, that is both more uſeful, and more 
plcaſant. So that he who founded the 
Town, ſeems to have taken care of no- 
thing more than of their Gardens 3 for 
they (ay, the whole Scheme of the Town 
was deligned at firſt by Otopws, but he 
l-ft all that belonged to the Ornament 
and Improvement of it, to be added by 
thoſe that ſhould come after him, that be- 
ing too much for one Man to bring to 
pertcction. Their Records, that contain 


the 


—— 


i. _—_—_ 


UTOPIA. 


—_— 


''F 


— —_ wllwt ot.. 
__ —_— 


a 


the Hiſtory of their Town and State, are 
prelerved with an exact care, and run 
backwards 1760 Years. . From theſe it 
appears, that their Houſes were at firſt 
low and mean, like Cottages made of 
any fort of Timber, and were built with 
mud Walls, and thatchd with Straw : 
but now their Houſes are three Stortes 
high, the Fronts of them are faced either 
with Stone, Plailtering, or Brick 5 and 
between the facings of their Walls, they 
throw in their Rubbilh ; their Roofs are 
flat, and on them they lay a ſort of Plai- 
ſter which coſts very little, and yet 1s fo 
_ tempered, that as it 1s not apt to take 
Fire, ſo 1t refi{ts the Weather more than 


Lead does. They have abundance of 


_ Glaſs among them, with which they glaze 
their Windows: they uſe alſo 1n their 
Windows, a thin linnen Cloth, that 1s fo 
oiled or gummed, that by that means it 
both lets 1n the Light more freely to them, 
and keeps out the Wind the better. 
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Of their Magiſtrates. 


Hirty Families chuſe every Year a Ma- 
giſtrate, who was called anciently 

the Sypbogrant, but is now called the Phz- 
larch : and over every ten Syphoerarnts, 
with the Families ſubject to them, there 1s 
another Magiſtrate, who was anciently 
called the Tranibore, but of late the Arch- 
philarch. All the Syphogrants, who are 
in number 200, chule the Prince out of a 
Liſt of four, whom the People of the 
four Diviſions of the City name to them ; 
but they take an Oath before they pro- 
ceed to an Election, that they will chuſe 
him whom they think mecteſt for the 
Ottice : They give their Voices fecretly, 
ſo that it is not known for whom every 
one gives his Suffrage. The Prince is for 
Life, unleſs he 1s removed upon ſuſpicion 
of ſome delign to enflave the People. 
The Tranibors are new choſen every Year, 
but yet they are for the moſt part till 
continued : All their other Magiſtrates 
are only Annual. The Tranibors meet 
every third day, and oftner if need be, 
and conſult with the Prince, either con- 
cerning the Affairs of the State in general, 
or 
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or ſuch private Differences as may ariſe 
fometimes among the People; tho that 
falls out but ſeldom. There are always 
two Syphogrants called into the Council- 
Chamber, and theſe are changed every 
day. It is a fundamental Rule of their 
Government, that no Concluſion can be 


made in any thing that relates to the Pub- 


lick, till it has been firſt debated three ſe- 
vetal days in their Council. It is Death 
for any to tneet and conſult concerning 
the State, unleſs 1t be either 1n their ordi- 
nary Council, or in the Aſſembly of the 
whole Body of the People. 

Theſe things have been ſo provided a- 
mong them, that the Prince and the 17a- 
ibors may not conſpire together to 
chatge the Government, and enflave the 
People 5; and therefore when any thing 
of great importance 1s ſet on foot, it 1s 
ſent to the Syphograrts ; who after they 
have communicated it with the Families 
that belong to their Divilions, and have 


ort to the Senate; and upon great Oc- 
cafions, the Matter 1s referred to the 
Council of the whole Hand. One Rule 
obſerved in their Counci), 1s, never to 
debate a thing on the ſame day in which 
+, 5 It 


conſidered it among themſelves, make re- 
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t5 >Hrfi propoſed ; for that is always re- 


terred to the next meeting, that ſo Men 


may not raſtly, and in the heat of Dif 


courſe, engage themſclves too ſoon, which 


may biaſs them ſo much, that inſtead of 
conſidering the Good of the Publick, 
they will rather ftudy to maintain their 
own Notions; and by a perverſe and 
prepoſicrous ſort of ſhame, hazard their 
Country, rather than endanger their own 
REP: atation, or venture' the being ſuſpe- 
cd to have wanted forciight 1n the Ex- 
pedtents that they propoſed at firſt, And 
therefore to prevent this, they take care 
rhat they may rather be dcliberate, than 
10den 1n thar Motions. 


Of 1heir Trades, and manner of Life. 


Griculture 1s that which 1s ſo uni- 
verſally underſtood among them all, 
that no Perſon, cither Man or Woman, 1s 
12norant of it; from their Cdhood 
they are in{tructed in 1t, partly by what 
tncy learn at School, and partly by pra- 
tice, they bcing led out often into the 
Fie! ds, about the Town, where they not 
only ſee others at work, but are likewiſe 
exerciſed i IN it themiclives. Bchdes Agrt- 
culture 
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culture, which is ſo common to them all, 
every Man has ſome peculiar Irade to 
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which he applies himſelf, ſuch as the Ma- . 


nufacture of Wool, or Flax, Maſonry, 
Smiths Work, or Carpenters Wori: ; tor 
there 1s no other ſort of Trade that 1s in 
great eſteem among them. All the iiland 
over, they wear the {ame fort ot Clothes 
without any other diſtinction, except 
that which 1s neceſſary for marxing the 
difference between the two Sexes, and 
the married and unmarried. The faihion 
never alters; and as it is not ungrateful 
nor uneaſy, ſo 1t 1s fitted for thar Cli- 
mate, and calculated both for their Sum» 
mers and Winters. Every Family makes 
their own Clothes; but all among them, 
Women as well as Men, learn one or 
; Other of the Trades formerly mentioned. 
- |] Women, for the moſt part, deal in Wool 
|, | and Flax, which ſute better with their 


fs ++ & 


s | feebleneſs, leaving the other ruder Trades 


d ! tothe Men. Generally the ſame Trade 
it } paſſes down from Father to Son, Inclina- 
1- | rionoften following Deſcent : but if any 
: Man's Genius hes another way, he is by 
Adoption tranſlated into a Family that 
deals in the Trade to which he is 1nclin- 
ed : And when that is to be done, care 
G4 19 
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ther. 


15 taken, not only by his Father, but by 


the Magiſtrate, that he may be puttoa 


diſcreer and good Man. And uit after a 
Man has learn'd one Trade, he defires to 
acquire another, that is alſo allowed, and 
15 managed in the ſame manner as the for- 
mer. When he has learn'd both, he fol- 
lows that which he likes beſt, unleſs the 
Publick has more - occaſion for the o0- 


The chief, and almoſt the only Buſineſs 
of the Syphogrants, 18 to take care that no 
Man may live idle, but that every one 
may follow his Trade diligently : yet they 
do not wear themſclves out with perpe- 
tual Toil, from Morning to Night, as if 
they were Beaſts of Burden 3 which as tt 
1s indeed a heavy flavery, 1o it 1s the com- 
mon courſe of Lite of all Tradeſmen eve- 
ry where, except among the Ctopians : 
But they dividing the Day and Night 1n- 
to twenty four hours, appoint ſ1x of theſe 
for Work, three of them are before Din- 
ner ; and after that they dine, and inter- 
rupt their Labour for two hours, and then 
they go to work again for other three 
hours; 2nd after that they ſup, and at 
eight a Clock, counting from Noon, they 
20 to bed and ſleep eight hours : and for 
their 


+ 
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their other hours, beſides thoſe of Work, 


and thoſe that go for eating and ſleeping, 
they are left to every Man's diſcretion 3 
yet they are not to abuſe that Interval to 
Luxury and Idleneſfs, but muſt imploy it in 
ſome proper Exerciſe according to their 
various Inclinations, which 1s for the 
molt part Reading. It 1s ordinary to have 
Publick Le&ures every Morning before 
day-break 3 to which none are obliged to 
go, but thoſe that are markd out for Li- 


| terature 3 yet a great many, both Men 
: and Women of all Ranks, go to hear Le- 
| tures of one ſort or another, according 
: to the variety of their Inclinations. But 
| if others, that are not made for Contem- 
| plation, chuſe rather to imploy themſelves 
: at that time in their Trade, as many of 
; them do, they are not hindred, but are 
| commended rather, as Men that take care 
: to ſerve their Country. After Supper, 
| they ſpend an hour 1n ſome Diverſion : In 
! Summer it 1s in their Gardens, and 1n 
Winter it 1s 1n the Halls where they eat 3 
and they entertain themſelves in them, 
| either with Muſick or Diſcourſe. They 
| do not fo much as know Dice, or ſuch- 
| like fooliſh and miſchievous Games : They 
! have two ſorts of Games not unlike our 
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Sir Thomas Motre's 


Cheſs ; the one 1s between ſeveral Num- 
bers, by which one number, as 1t were, 
conſumes another : the other reſembles a 
Battel between the Vices and the Vertnes, 
in which the Enmity in the Vices among 
themſelves, and their agreement againſt 
Vertue is not unpleaſantly repreſented ; 
together with the ſpecial oppoſitions -be- 
tween the particular Vertues and Vices ; 
as alſo the Methods by which Vice does 
either openly aſlault, or ſecretly under- 
mine Vertue ; and Vertue on the other 
hand reſiſts it ; and the means by which 
either fide obtains the Victory. But this 
matter of the time ſet off tor Labour, 1s 
to be narrowly examined, otherwiſe you 
may-perhaps imagine, that lince. there are 
only fix hours appointed for Work, they 
may fall under a Scarcity of. Neceſfary 
Provilions. But it 15 ſo far from being 
true, that this time 1s not ſufficient for ſup- 
plving them with a plenty of all things, 
12at are either nece{lary or convenient ; 
that it 1s rather roo muck + and this you 
will -ealily apprehend, 1t you conſider 
now great a part of all other Nations 15 
quite idle. Firſt, Women generally do 
little, who are the balt of Mankind ; 
and it fome few Women are atligent, 

ther 
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their Huſbands are 1dle : Then conhider 
the great company of 1dle Prieſts, and of 
thole that are called Religious Men ; .add 
to theſe ali rich Men, chiefly thoſe: that 
have Eſtates in Lands, who are called No- 
ble-men and Gentlemen, together with 
their Families, made up of idle Perfons, 
that do nothing but go ſwaggering about : 
Reckon in with theſe, all thoſe ſtrong and 
laſty Beggars, that go about pretending 
ſome Diſeaſe, in excule for their begging 3 
and upon the whole Account you will 
find, that the number of thoſe by whoſe 
Labours Mankind 1s ſupplied, 1s much leſs 
than you did. perhaps imagine : Then con- 
{ider how few of thoſe that work, are 
imployed in Labours that Men do really 
nced : for we who meaſure all things by 
Mony, give occaſions. to many Trades 
that are both vain and' ſuperfluous, and 
that ſerve only to ſupport Riot and Luxu- 
ry. Forit thoſe who are at Work, were 
imploy'd only in ſuch things as the conve- 
niences of, Lite require, there would be 
ſuch an abundance of them, and by that 
means the prices of them would fo fink, 
that Tradeſmen could not be maintained 
by their Gains ; if all thoſe who labour 
about uſclets Things, were {ct to more. 
Pros 


ww [| Sir Thomas More's 
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profitable Trades 3 and if all that number 
that languiſhes out their Life 1n {loth and 

idlenefs, of whom every one conſumes as 

much as any two of the Men that are at 

work do, were forced to labour, you 

may eaſily imagine that a ſmall proporti- 

on of time would ſerve for doing all that 

15 either neceſſary, profitable, or pleaſant 

to Mankind, pleaſure being ſtill kept 

within its due bounds : Which appears 

: very plainly in Utopia, for there, in a 
great City, and in all the Territory that 

i lies round it, you can ſcarce find five 

|| hundred, either Men or Women, that by 
| their Age and Strength, are capable of 


| . Labour, that are not engaged 1n it ; 
} even the Syphogrants themſelves, tho the | 
Law excuſes them, yet do not excuſe 

_ themſelves, that ſo by their Examples they 

| may excite the induſtry of the reſt of the 

= People ; the like exemption 1s allowed to | 
Þ | thoſe, who being recommended to the | 
| People by the Prieſts, are by the fecret | 
Suffrages of the Syphogrants, priviledged 

| | from Labour, that they may apply them- | 
| ſelves wholly to ſtudy ; and if any of | 
| theſe falls ſhort of thole Hopes that he | 


ſeemed to give at firſt, he is obliged to go 


to work. And ſometimes a Mechanick, 
| | that 
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that does ſo imploy his leaſure hours, that 
he makes a conſiderable advancement in 
Learning, is eaſed from being a Tradeſ- 
man, and ranked among their Learned 
Men. Out of theſe they chuſe their Am- 
bafſadors, their Prieſts, their Tranibors, 
and the Prince himſelf; who was ancient- 
ly called their Barzemes, but is called of 
late their Adene. 

And thus from the great numbers a- 
mong them, that are neither ſuffered to 
be "Ile, nor to be impioyed in any fruit- 
leſs Labour z you may eaftily make the 
eltimate, how much good Work may be 
done in thoſe few hours in which they are 
obliged to labour. But beſides all that 
has os already ſaid, this is to be conſi- 
dered, that thoſe needful Arts which are 
among them, are managed with les 
13bour than any where elſe. The build- 
ing, or the repairing of: Houſes among 
' us, employs many hands, becauſe often a 
: hvifileſ Heir {\uffers a Houſe that his Fa- 
| ther buikt, to fall 1nto decay, fo that his 
Succeſlor *maſt, at a great coſt, repair 
that which he might have kept up with a 
{mall change : Fe ofren it. falls out, that. 
the ſame Houſe which one built at a vaſt 
expence, 1s: neglected. by anather, = 

thinks 
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thinks he has a more delicate fenſe of ſuch 
things 3 and he ſuffering it to fall to rutn, 
builds another at no leſs charge. But 
among the Otopians, all things are ſo re- 
gulated, that Men do very ({cldom build 
upon any new piece of Ground 3 and 
they are not only very quick 1n repairing 
their Houſes, but ſhew their foreſight in 
preventing their decay : So that their 
Buildings are preſerved very long, with 
very little labour : And thus the Crafts- 
[i men to whom that care belongs, are often 
| HO without any Imploiment, except It be the 
- hewing of Timber, and the ſ{quaring of 
Fg Stones, that ſo the Materials may be in 
uy readineſs for raiſing a Building very ſud- 
 denly, when there is any occaſion for it. 
As for their Clothes, obſerve how little 
og work goes for them : While they are at 
1] | labour, they are cloathed with Leather 
and Skins, caſt careleſ{ly about them, which 
will laſt ſeven Years; and when they ap- 
br | pear in publick, they put on an upper 
Garment,which hides the other : and theſe || 
are all of one colour, and that 1s the na- | 
tural colour of the Wool : and as they 
need leſs Woollen Cloth than is uſed any 
where elſe, ſo that which they do need, 
1s much leſs coſtly. They ufe Linnen 
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Cloth more : ; but that 1s prepared with 
leſs labour, and they value Cloth only by 
the whiteneſs of the Linnen, or the clean- 
neſs of the Wool, without much regard 
to the fineneſs of the Thread ; and where- 
as 1n Other places, four or five upper Gar- 
ments of Woollen Cloth, and of diffe- 
rent Colours, and as many Veſts of Silk 
w1ll ſcarce ſerve one Man ; and thoſe that 
are nicer, think ten too few 5 every Man 
there 1s contented with one which very 
oft ſerves him two Years. Nor is there 
any thing that can tempt a Man to de- 
tire more; for if he had them, he would 
neither be the warmer, nor would he 
make one jot the better appearance for it. 
And thus fince they are all imploied in 
ſome uſeful Labour ; and fince they con- 
| tent themſelves with fewer things, it falls 
| out that there is a great abundance of all 
| things among them: So that often, for 
| want of other Work, 1f there 1s any 
need of mending their High Ways at any 
time, you will (ce marvellous numbers of 
. people brought out to work at them 5 
, | and whenthere is no occaſton of any pub- 
- | Hck work, the hours of working are 
| | leflened by publick Proclamation; for the 
| Magiſtrates do not engage the people 
1050 
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into any needlefts Labour, fince by their 

conſtitution they aim chiefly at this, that 

except 1n ſo far as publick neceflity re- 

quires it, all the people may have as much 

free time for themſelves as may be neceſta- 

ry for the improvement of their minds, - 
for in this they think the happinets of Lite 

conſiſts. 


Of their Traffick. | 


UT it is now time to explain to you 

LJ the mutual Intercourſe of this Peo- 

ple, their Commerce, and the Rules by 

which all things are diſtributed among 

them. As their Cities are compoled of | 
Families, ſo their Families are mace up of | 
thoſe that are nearly related to one ano- 
ther. Their Women, when they grow 
up, are married out 3 but all the Males, 
both Children and. Grandchildren, live | 
{till in the ſame Houſe, in great obedience 
to their common Parent, unleſs Age has 
weakned his Underſtanding 5 and in that | 
caſe he that 15 next to him in Age, comes 
in his room. But leſt any City ſhould 
| become either out of meaſure great, or 
fall under a diſpeopling by any accident, 
provifion is made that none of. thetr Ci- 
F1E$ 
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in it, beſides thoſe of the Country round 
it; and that no Family may have leſs than 
ten, -and more than fixteen Perſons in it 5 


but there can be no determined number 
for the Children under Age: And this 


Rule is ealily obſerved, by removing ſome 
of the Children of a mere fruitful Cou- 
ple, to any other Family that does not 
abound ſo much in them. By the ſame 
Rule, they ſupply Cities that do not en- 
creaſe ſo faſt, by others that breed faſter : 
And if there 1s any encreafe over the 
whole I{}and, then they draw out a num- 
ber of their Citizens out of the ſeveral 
Towns,and ſend them over to the Neigh- 
bouring Continent 3 where, if they find 
that the Inhabitants have more Soil than 
they can well cultivate, they fix a Colony, 
taking in the Inhabitants to their Society, 


ties may have above fix thouſand Families 


if they will live with them and where they 


do that of their own accord, they quick- 
ly go into their method of Liſe, and to 
their Rules, and this proves a happmeſs 


to both the Nations : for according to. 


their conſtitution, ſuch cate is taken of 
the So1l, that it becomes fruitful enough 
for both, tho it might be otherwiſe too 
Narrow and barren 0 one of —_— 
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But if the Natives refuſe to conform 
themſelves to their Laws, they drive them 

out of thoſe Bounds which they mark out 

for themſelves, and uſe force if they re- 

fiſt. For they account it a very juſt cauſe | 
of War, if any Nation will hinder others | 
to come and poſleſs a part of their Soil, | 
of which they make no uſe, but let it lie 
idle and uncultivated ; ſince every Man 
NIE has by the Law of Nature a right to ſuch 
Ft a waſte Portion of the Earth, as is necef- 
fary for his ſubſiſtence. If any Accident 
has ſo leflened the number of the Inhabi- 
tants of any of their Towns, that it can- 
not be made up from the other Towns of 
the Iſland, without diminiſhing them too | 
much, which is ſaid to have fallen out | 
but twice, ſince they were firſt a People, ! 
by two Plagues that were among them 3 
then the number 1s filled up, by recalling 
ſo many out of their Colonies : for they 
will abandon their Colonics, rather than |: 
ſuffer any of their Towns to fink too ' 
But to return to the manner of their | 
hving together ; the Ancienteſt of every 
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Family governs 1t, as has been ſaid. Wives | 

| . ſerve their Huſbands, and Children their * 
Parents, 'and always the Younger ſerves 

the 


Tori © 


the Elder. Every City 1s divided into 
four equal Parts, and in the middle of 
every 'pitt there 1s 'a Marker-place : that 
which is brought thither manufactured by 
the ſeveral Families, 1s carried from thence 

to Houſes appointed for that purpoſe, '1n 
which all things of a ſort are laid by them- 
ſelves; and every Father of a Family 
goes thither, and takes whatſoever he or 
his Family ſtand in need of, without et- 
ther paying for it, or laying 1n any thing 

1m pawn or exchange for it. There isno 
reaſon for denying any thing to any Per- 
ſon, (ince there 1s {uch plenty of every 
thing among them : and there 1s no 

' dangerof any Man's asking more than he 
| needs; for what ſhould make any do 
that, (Ince they are all ſure that they will 
be always ſupplied ? It 1s the fear of want 
that makes any of the whole Race of A- 
nimals, either greedy or ravenous 3 but 
beſides Fear, there 1s 1n Man a vaſt Pride, 
that makes him fancy it a particular Glory 
for him to excel others in Pomp and Ex- 
ceſs. - But: by the Laws of the Otoprans, 
there is no room' for theſe things among 
them. Near theſe Markets there are alſo 
others for all ſorts of Vicuals, where 
there are not only Herbs, Fruits, and 
H 2 Bread, 
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Bread, but alſo Fiſh, Fowl, and Cattel. 
There are alſo without their Towns, pla- 
ces appointed near ſome running Water, 
for killing their Beaſts, and for waſhing 
away their filth-3 which is done by their 
Slaves,. for they fuffer none of their Ci- 
tizens to kill their Cattel, becauſe they 
think, that Pity and good Nature, which 
are among the beſt of thoſe AfteCtions 
that are born with us, are much impaired 
by the butchering of Animals: Nor do 
they ſuffer any thing that 1s foul or un- 


clean to be brought withm their Towns, 
Teſt the Air ſhould be infe&ed by ill ſmells 


which might prejudice their Health. In 
every Street there are great Halls that lie 
at an. equal diſtance from one another, 
which are marked by particular Names. 
The Syphogrants dwell in theſe, that 'are 


fet over thirty Families, fifteen lying on 


one fide of it, and as many on the other. 
In theſe they do all meet and eat. The 
Stewards of every one of them come to 
the Market-place at an appointed hour 3 
and according to the number of thoſe 
that belong to their Hall, they carry 
home Provifio:i:. But they take more 
care of their Sick, than of any others, 
who are looked after and lodged in public 

Hoſpuals : 


UTOPIA. 
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Hoſpitals : They have belonging to every 
Town four Hoſpitals, that are built with- 
out their Walls, and are fo large, that 
they may- paſs for little Towns : By this 
means, if they had ever ſuch a number 
of ſick Perſons, they could lodg them 
conveniently, and at ſuch a diſtance, that 


ſach of them as are fick of infectious Dif- 


eaſes, may be kept ſo far from the reſt, 
that there can be no danger of Contagi- 
on. The Hoſpitals are fo furniſhed and 
ſtored with all things that are convenient 
for the eaſe and recovery of their Sick ; 
and thoſe that are put in them, are all 


looked after with ſo tender and watchful 


a care, and are ſo conſtantly treated by 


their skiltul Phyficians; that as none 1s ſent 
to them againſt their will,ſo there 1s ſcarce 
one in a whole Town, that if he ſhould 
fall ill, would not chuſe rather to go thi- 
thither, than lie ſick at home. 

After the Steward of the Hoſpitals has 


taken for them whatſoever the Phyſician 


does preſcribe: at the Market-place, then 
the beſt things that remain, are diſtributed 
equally among . the Halls, in proportion 
to-their numbers, only, in the firſt place, 
they ſerve the Prince, the chief Prieſt, 
the Tranibors and Ambaſſadors, and Stran- 
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gers, (if there are any, which indeed falls 
out but ſeldom, and for whom there are 
Houſes well furniſhed, particularly ap- 
pointed when they come among them ). 
At the hours of Dinner and Supper, the 
whole Syphogranty being called together 
by ſound of Trumpet, meets' and\cats to- | 
gether, except only ſuch as are 1n the. Ho- 
ſpitals, or lie ſick at home. Yet after the 
W: Halls are ſerved, no Man 1s hindred to 
_. RR carry Proviſions home from the-Market- 
| place; for they know that none does that 
but for ſome good reaſon - for-itho any 
that will may eat at homc, yet none does 
| it willivgly, ſince it is both-an indecent 
1 , and fooliſh thing, for any to give them- 
LS ſclves the trouble to make ready an ill | 
Dinner at home, when there is a much | 
| more plentiful one made ready for him ſo |. 
'R = near hand. All the uneaſy and ſordid Ser- | 
vices about theſe Halls, are performed by 
—_ Slaves 3 but the dreſſing and cook- | 
ng their Meat, and the ordering their | 
Tables, belongs only to the Women 3 
which goes round all the Women of every 
Family by turns. They fit at three or 
more Tables, according to their numbers ; 
the Men fit towards the Wall, and the 
Women fit on the other ſide, that if any 
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of them ſhould fall ſuddenly 1, which 1s 
ordinary to Women with Child, ſhe may, 
without diſturbing the reſt, riſe and go 
to the Nurſes Room, who are there with 
the ſuckling Children 3 where there 1s al- 
ways Fire, and clean Water at hand, and 
fome Cradles in which they may lay the 
young Children, if there 1s occaſion for 
it, and that they may ſhift and dreſs them 
before the Fire. Every Child 1s nurſed 
by its own Mother, it Death or Sickneſs 
does not intervene ; and in that caſe the 
Yyphogrants Wives find out a Nurſe quick- 
ly, which is no hard matter to do ; for 
any one that can do it,offers her ſelf chear- 
fully : for. as they are much inclined to 
that piece of Mercy, ſo the Child whom 
they nurſe, confiders the Nurſe as its 
Mother. All the Children under five Years 
old, fit among the Nurſes, the reſt of the 
younger ſort of both Sexes, till they are 
fit for Marriage, do either ſerve thoſe that 
fit at Table ; or it they are not ſtrong e- 
nough for that, they ſtand by them in 

reat-filence, and eat that which 1s given 
them, by thoſe that fit at Table; nor 
have they any other formality of dining, 
In the middle of the firſt Table, which 
ſtands in the upper end of the Hall, a- 
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| croſs it fits the Syptogrant and his Wite, 


for that is the chief. and molt conſpicuous 
place : Next to him fit two of the moſt 
ancient, for there go always four to a 
Meſs. If there is a Temple within that 
Syphegranty, the Prieſt and his Wike ſit 
with the Syphogrant above all the reſt : 
Next them there is a mixture of Old and 


Young, who are fo placed, that as the 


Young are ſet near others, ſo they are 
mixed with the more Ancient, which they 
ſay was appointed on this account, that 
the gravity of the old People, and the 
reverence” that 1s due to them, might re- 
{train the Younger from all indecent 
Words and Geſtures. Diſhes are not ſer- 
ved up to the whole Table at firſt, but 
the beſt are firſt ſet before the Ancienter, 
whoſe Seats are diſtinguiſhed from the 
Younger, and after them all the reſt are 
ſerved alike. The old Men diſtribute to 
the younger any curious Meats that hap- 
pen to be ſct before them, if there 1s not 
{uch an abundance of them that the whole 
Company may be ferved'by them. 
Thus old Men are honoured with a 
particular Teſpe ; yet all the reſt fare as 
well as they-do. They begin both Din- 
ner and Supper with fome Lefture of 
Tet" DO mT 
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Morality that is read to them ; but it is (0 
ſhort, that it 1s not tedious nor uneaſy to 
them to hear it : Upon that the old Men 
take occaſion to entertain thoſe about 
them, with ſome uſeful and pleaſant En- 
largements ; but they do not engroſs the 
whole Diſcourſe fo to themſelves, during 
their Meals, that the younger may not 
put in for a ſhare: On the contrary, they 
| engage them to talk, that ſo they may in 
that free way of Converſation, find out 
the force of every one's Spirit, and ob- 
ſerve their Temper. They diſpatch their 
| Dinners quickly, but fit long at Supper ; 
| becauſe they go to work after the one, 
| andare to ſleep after the other, during 
' which they think the Stomach carries on. 
the Concoction more vigorouſly, They 
never Sup without Muſick ; and there is 
always Fruit ſerved upafter Meat ; while 

they fit at Meat, ſome burn Perfumes, and 
ſprinkle about ſweet Ointments,and ſweet 
Waters : And they are wanting in nothing 
that may chear up their Spirits, for they 
| give themſclves a large allowance that 
| way, and indulge themſclves in all ſuch 
| Pleaſures as are attended with no Inconve- 
# nience. Thus do thoſe that are in the 
Towns live together 3 but um the Coun- 
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rey, where they live atza preater diſtance, 
every one eats at home, and no. Family 
wants any neceſiary ſort of Proviſion, 
for it is from them that Proviſions are 


ſent unto thoſe that live in the Towns. 
Of the Travelling of the Utopians. 


F any of them has a mind to viſit his | 
Friends that live in ſome other Fown, 
or defires to travel and ſee the reſt of the 
Country, he obtains leave very eaſily from | 
the Syphogrant and 1ranibors to do it, when | 
there 1s no particular occaſion for him at | 
home : ſuch as travel, carry with them a | 
Paſiport from the Prince, which both | 
clich the Licence that 1s oranted for tra- | 
velling, and limits the Time of their return. | 
They are furniſhed with a Wagon and a 
Slave, who drives the Oxen, and looks | 
after them : but unleſs there are Women | 
in the Company, the Wagon is ſent back | 
at the end of the Journey as a needleſs 
trouble: While they are on the Road, |! 
they carry no Proviſions with them 3 yet | 
they want nothing, but are every way | | 
treated as-if they were at home. If they ! 
ſtay in any place longer then a Night, | 
every one follows his proper __ 
_ and} 
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and 1s very well ufed by thoſe of his. 


own Trade: but it any Man goes out 
of the City to which he belongs, with- 
out leave, and is found going about with- 
out a Paſsport, he is roughly handled, and 
is puniſhed as a Fugitive, and ſent home 
diſgracetully ; and it he falls againinto the 
like Fault, he is condemned to ſlavery. 


Tt any Man has a mind io travel only over 


the Precinct of his own City, he may free- 
ly do it, obtaining his Father's Permiſſt- 


on, and his Wives Conſent ; but when 


he comes into any of the Countrey- 
houſes, he-muſt Jabour with them accord- 
ing to their Rules, if he expeqs to be 
entertaind by-them : and 1f he does this, 
he may freely go over the whole Precinct, 
being thus as uſeful to the City to which 


he belongs, as if he were ſtill within it. 


Thus you ſee that there are no idle Per- 
ſons among them, nor pretences of excu- 
{ing any from Eabour. There are no 


Taverns, no Alehouſes, nor Stews among 
them; nor any other occalions of corrup- 
ting themſelyes, or of getting into Cor- 


ners, 'or forming themſelves into Parties : 


All Men live 1n full view, ſo that all are 


obliged, both to perform their ordinary 
Task, and to employ themſelves well in 
their 
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| their ſpare howrs. And it1s certain, that 
a People thus ordered, mult live in great 
abundance of all things 3 and.theſe being 
equally diſtributed among them, no Man 
154k can want ny thihg, or be put to beg. 
Fit In their great Council at Amanrot, to 
Fill |! * which there are three ſent from every 
[tl Town once every Year, they examine 
LD what Towns abound 1n Proviſions, and 
Jt what are under any Scarcity, that ſo the | 
- one may be furniſhed from the: other 3 | 
and this is done freely, without any ſort | 
TH of exchange 3 for according to their Plen- 
| ty or Scarcity, they ſupply, or are ſup- 
plied from one another ; ſo that indeed | 
the whole Iſland is, as it were, one | 
Family. When they have thus taken | 
care of their whole Country, and laid up 
ſtores for two Years, which they do in 
caſe that an ill Year ſhould happen to 
come, then they order an Exportation of 
the Overplus, both of Corn, Honey, 
Wool, Flax, Wood, Scarlet, and Purple 3 
Wax, Tallow, Leather, and Cattel, which 
they ſend out commonly 1n great quanti- 
ties to other Countries. . They order a 
ſeventh part of all theſe Goods to be freely 
ven to the Poor of the Countries to 


which they ſend them, and they. ſel] the 
: reſt 
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reſt at moderate Rates. And by this 
exchange, they not only bring back thoſe 
few things that they need at home, for 
indeed they ſcarce need any thing but Iron, 
but likewiſe a great deal of Gold and 
Silver; and by their driving this trade ſo 
long, it 15 not to be imagined how valt . 
a Treaſure, they have got among them : 
ſothat now they do not much care whether 
they ſell off their Merchandize for Mony 
in hand, or upon traft. A great part of 
their Treaſure is now in Bonds ; but in 
all their Contracts no private Man ftands 
bound, but the Writing runs in Name 
of the Town ; and the Towns that owe 
them Mony, raiſe it from thoſe private 
hands that owe it to them, and lay it up 
their publick Chamber, or enjoy the pro- 
fit of it till the Otopzans call for itz and 
they chuſe rather to let the greateſt part of 
it lie in their hands, who make advantage 
by it, then to call for it themfelves : but 
if they ſee that any of therr other Neigh- 
bours ſtand more in need of it, then they 
raiſe it, and lend it to them 3 or uſe it 
themſelves, if they are engaged im a War, 
which is the only occaſion that they can 
| have for all that Treaſure that they have 
lad up 3 that fo ether m great Extre- 


mities, 
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mites, or ſudden Accidents, they may 
| ſerve themſclves by it 3 cheifly for * hiring 
Foreign Souldiers, whom they more'wil- 


lingly expoſe to danger than their own 


People: They give them great Pay, 
knowing well that this will work even. 


on their Enemies, and engage them either 
to betray their own fide, or atleaſt to 
defert it, or will ſet them on to mutual 


Factions among themſelves : for this end 


they have an incredible Treaſure ; but 
they do not keep it as a Treaſure, but'in 
ſuch a manner asI am almoſt affraid'to tell 
it, leſt you think it ſo extravagant, that 
you can hardly believe it ; which 'I 


have the more reaſon to apprehend from 


others, becauſe if I had not ſeen it my 


ſelf, I could not have been eafily per- 


ſwaded to have beleived it upon any Man's 
Report. 
\ Ttis certain, that all things appear fo 


far incredible to us, as they differ from 


our own Cuſtoms: but one who can judg 
aright, will not wonder to find, that 
fince their other Conſtitutions differ ſo 


much from ours, their value of Gold and 
Silver ſhould be meaſured, not by our 
Standard, but by one that is very dit- 
ferent from itz for fince they have no _ : 

of : 
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of Mony- among themſelves, but keep | it 
for an accident 3 that tho;as it may poſli- 
bly fall out, it may have great intervals ; . 
they value it no further than1t deſerves, 
or may be uſeful to them. So that it is 
plain, that they muſt prefer Iron either 

' to Gold or Silver : for Men can no more 

| live without Iron, than without Fire or 
' Water; but Nature has markt out no uſe 

\ for the other Metals, with which we may 
not very well diſpence. The folly of 
Man has enhanſed the value of Gold 
and Silver, becauſe of their ſcarcity : 
whereas on the contrary they reaſon, that 

| Nature, as an indulgent Parent, has 

| given us all the beft things very freely, 
and in great abundance, ſuch as are 
Water and Earth, but has laid up and 
hid from us the things that are vain and 
uſeleſs. 

If thoſe Metals were laid up in any 
Tower. among them, it would give jea- 
louſy of the Prince and Senate, according 
1 ro hes fooliſh miſtruſt into which the 
' Rabbleis apt to fall,as if they intended to 
cheat the People, and make advantages to 
themſelves by it ; orif they ſhould work it 
into Veſſels, or any ſort of Plate, they 
fear that the "ON might grow too fond 
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of it, and ſo be unwilling to let the Plate 
be ran down, if a War made it neceflary 
ro Pay their Souldiers with it : Therefore 
ro prevent all theſe inconveniences, they 
have fallen npon an expedient, which as 
$41 WER It agrees with their other Policy, fo is 
[7 WR very different from ours, and will ſcarce 
1 MER gain bclicf among us, who value Gold fo | 
Wl mach, and lay. it up fo carefully : for | | 
108 whereas they eat and drink out of Veſſels | | 
ay of Earth, or Glaſs, that tho they look | |! 
| | 
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very prety, yet are of very ſlight Ma- 
terials; they make their Chamber-pots | 
and Clofe-ſtools of Gold and Silver 3 and | þ 
that not only in their publick Halls, bue |! v 
in their private Houſes : Of the ſame Met- | c 
tals they likewiſe make Chains and Fetters | þ 
for their Slaves; and as a Badge of Infa- | 

my, they hang an FEar-ring of Gold to 
ſome, and make others wear a Chain or a 
Coronet of Gold ; and thus they take care, 
by all manner of ways, that Gold and 
Silver may be of no eſteem among them 3 
And from hence 1t 1s, that whereas other 
Nations part with therr. Gold and their S1l- 
ver, as unwlllingly as if one tore out 
their Bowels, thoſe of Utopia would look 
on their giving in all their Gold or Silver, 
when there were any uſe foy it, but as 
the 
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the parting with a Trifle, or as we would 
| eſtimate the loſs of a Penny. They find 
| Pearls on their Coaſt; and Diamonds, 
' and Carbuncles on their Rocks : they do 
not look after them, but 1f they find them 
by chance, they poliſh them, and with 
them they - adorn their Children, who 
| are delighted with them, and glory in 
| them during their Childhood 3 but when 
| they grow to Years, and ſce that none 
_ | but Children uſe ſuch Baubles, they of 
| their own accord, without being bid by 
| their Parents, lay them aſide ; and would 
| be as much aſhamed to ule them atter- 
| wards, as Children among us, when they 
| come to Years, are of their Nuts, Pup- 
| pets, and other Toies. 
| +I never ſaw a clearer Inſtance of the 
| different impreſſions that different Cu- 
| ſtoms make on People, than I obſerved in 
| the Ambaſſadors of the Aremolians who 
| came to Amaurot when I was there: and 
| becauſe they came to treat of Affairs of 
| great Conſequence, the Deputies from the 
{ ſeveral Towns had met to wait for their 
| coming. The Ambaſladours of the Nati- 
| ons that lie near Qtopia, knowing their 
| Cuſtoms, . and that fine Cloaths are 1n no 
[0 among them ; that Silk is deſpiſed, 
: and 
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and Gold is a Badg of Infamy, uſe to come 
very modeſtly cloathed 3 but the Azemol:- 
a115 that Jay more remote, and ſo had httle 
commerce with them, when they under- 
{tood that they were courlly cloathed,and 
all in the ſame manner, they took it for 

granted that they had none of thoſe fine 
7 hings among them of which they made 
no uſe; and they. being a Gone 
rather than a wiſe: People, reſolved to fet 
themſelves out with ſo much pomp, that 
they ſhould look like Gods, and ſo ſtrike 
the gc: of the poor Utopians with their 
ſplendor. Thus three Ambaſladors made 
their entry with an hundred Attendants, 
that were all clad in,Garments of different 
colours, and the greater part in. Silk ; 
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the Ambaſladors themſelves, who were of | 


the Nobility of their Country, were in 
Cloth of Gold; and, adorned: with. maſly 
Chains, Ear-nrings. and: Rings. of Gold : 


Their Caps were covered with: Bracelets | 


ſet full of Pearls. and other Gems : In. a 
word, they: were: ſet out: with. all. thoſe 


things, that among: the: Wopians were either | 
the Badges. of: Slavery, the Marks of In- | 


famy, or Childrens: Rattels. It: was: not | 


unpleaſant to. ſfe- on the one: ſide how 4 


they. lookt. "iS when they. campared: _ : 
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rich Habirs with the plain Cloths of the 
Ultopidtis, who were come out in great 
numbers to fee them make their Entry : 
And on the other fide, to obferye how 
much they were miſtaken' in the Itnpretit- 
on which they hoped this Pomp' would 
have made on them : It appeated ſo' ridt- 
culous a ſhew to all that had never ſtirred 
our of their Country, and fo had not ſeen 
the Cuſtoms of other Nations ; that tho 
tzey paid ſome reverence to thoſe chat 
were the moſt meanly clad, as if they had 


| been the Ambaſſadors, yet when they (aw 


the Ambaſſadors themſelves, fo' full of 


Gold Chains, they lookin: © an them as 
Slaves, made them no' reverence at all. 


You might have ſeen' their Children, who 


were grown up to that bigneſs, that they 


had' thrown away their Jewels, call t6 


-' ,*; - m* | X ” 3 We. 4 £9 { » © 5 | 
their Mothers, and puſh'them gently, and 


cry out, See that great Fool that Wears 
Pearls and Gems, as if he were yet a 


| Child. And'their Mothers anſwered them 


; c i 7 


Y were of 


thelt Slaves; who-couldexfity break then 
3 and 
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and they ſaw them hang fo looſe about 
them, that they reckoned they could eaft- 
ly throw them away.and ſo get from them. 
But after the Ambaſladors had ſtaid a day 


among them, and ſaw ſo vaſt a quantity. 


much deſpiſed by them, as it was eſteemed 
in other Nations, and that there was more 
Gold and Silver in the Chains and Fetters 
of one Slave, than all their Ornaments 


- amounted to, their Plumes tcl], and they 


were aſhamed of all tozat Glory for which 
they had formerly valued themſclves, and 
ſo laid it aſide : to wich they were the 
more determined, when upon their en- 
- . —T_--. . 
gaying into ſome free Diſcourſe with the 


QOtopians, they diſcovered their ſenſe of 


ſuch things, and their other Cuſtoms. 


The Qtopians wonder how any* Man 


ſhould be ſo much taken with the glaring 
doubtful luſtre of a Jewel or Stone, that 
can look up to a Star, or to the Sun him- 
ſelf; or how any ſhould value himſelf, 
becauſe his. Cloth is made of a finer 
Thread : for how fine ſoever that Thread 
-may be, 1t was once no better than the 
Fleece of a Sheep, and that Sheep was- a 


| Sheep ſtill for all its wearing it. They 


wonder much to hear, that Gold which 
In 


, 


of Gold in their Houſes, which was as 
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it ſelf 1s ſo uſeleſs a a thing, {hould be evVe- 
ry where ſo much eſteemed, that even 
Men for whom it was made,and by whom 
it has its value, ſhould yet be thought of 
leſs value than it is: So that a Man of 
Lead, who has no more ſence than a Log 
of Wood, and 1s as bad as he 1s fooliſh, 
ſhould have many wiſe and good Men 
ſerving him, only becauſe he has a great 
heap of that Metal ; and if it ſhould fo 
happen, that by ſome Accident, or Trick 
- Law, ( which does ſometimes produce 
s great Changes as Chance it ſelf) all 
this Wealth ſhould paſs from rhe Maſter 
to the meaneſt Varlet of his whole Fami- 
ly, he himſelf would very ſoon become 
one of his Servants, as 1f he were a thing 
that belonged to his Wealth, and fo were 
bound to follow its Fortune. But they 
do much more admire and deteſt their 
folly, who when they i-c a rich Man, tho 
they neither owe bira any thing, nor are 
1N any ſort obnoxious to him, yet meerly 
becauſe he 15s rich, they give him little leſs 
than Divine Honours ; even tho they 
! know him to be ſo covetous and baſe 
| minded, that notwithſtanding all his 
Wealth, he will not part with one Far- 


ting of ft to them as long as he hves. 
I 3 Theſe 
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"Theſe and ſuch like Notions "has that 
Po £ {876 Hg in, partly from their Edu- 
cation, being bred in a Country, whoſe 
Cuſtoms bas Conſtitutions are. very oppo- 
ſite to all ſuch fooliſh Maxims: and partly 
[11 WHIe from their Learning and vc Bhp ; for tho 
W +; there are but few in any Town that are 
| fi cxcuſed from Labour, fo that they may 
Li _ ive themſelves wholly to their Studies, 
on thzcie being only ſuch Perſons as diſcover 
from their Childhood an extraordinary 
capacity and diſpolition tor Letters, yet 
their Children, and a great part of the 
Nation, both Men and Women,are taught 
tO ſpend thoſe hours To which they are 
ot abl iged to work, in Reading : and 
tis they do their whole Lite long. ” They 
have 81] their Learning in their own 
Tongue 3 which is both a copious and 
> pleaſant Language, and in which a Man 

can fully expreſs his Mind : It runs OVer A 

great Tract of many Countries, but it is 
not equally pure 1n all places : They had 
never ſo much as heard of the Names of 
any of thoſe Philoſophers that are ſo fa- 
mous 1n theſe parts = the World, be- 
Foe we went among them : ana yet 
they had made the ſame Diſcoveries that 
the Greeks had done, both 1n Muſick, Lo- 


gick, 
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gick, Arithmetick, and Geometry. But 
as they are equal to the Ancient Philoſo- 
phers almoſt in all things, ſo they far ex- 
ceed our Modern Lopgicians, for they 
have never yet fallen upon the barbarous | 
Nicities that our Youth are forced to learn F, 
in thoſe trifliis Logical Schools that are 
among tus; ard they are fo far from 
minding Chimiera's, and Fantaſtical Ima- 
ges made iti the Mind, that none of then 
could comprehend what we meant, when 
we talked to them of a Man in the Ab- 
ſtra&, as commor to all Men in particu- 
lar, (ſo that tho we ſpoke of him as a 
thing that we could point at with our 
Fingers, yet none of them could perceive 
him ) and yet diftin& from every one, as 
if he were ſome monſtrous Coloſſus or 
Grant. Yet for all this ignorance of 
theſe empty Notions, they knew Aſtro- 
nomy, and all the Motions of the Orbs 
exactly 3 and they have many lInſtru- 
ments, well contrived and divided, by 
which they do very accurately compute 
the Courſe and Poſitions of the Sun, 
| Moon, and Stars. But for the Cheat, of 
| divinmg by the Stars, and by their Qppo- 

| firtons or Conjunctions, it has not fo 
' much as entred into their Thoughts. They 

; I 4 have 
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have a particular fagacity, founded on 
much Obſervation, of judging of the 
Weather, by which they a when they 
may look for Rain, Wind, or other Alte- 
rations in the Air : Burt as to the Philoſo- 
phy of thoſe things, and the cauſes of the 


ſ:]tneſs of the Sca, and of its Ebbing and 


Flowing, and of. the Original and Na- 


ture both of the Heavens and the Earth ; 
they dilpute of them, partly, as our An- 
cient Philoſophers have done 3 and, part- 
IS, npo2 for. new Hy portheils, Th which, 
as thy differ from them, ſc :';2y do not 
In all things agree among + 1c elves, 

As for moral Philoſo ohy, they have 
the ſame Uifputes amo! them, that we 
have here : They exam © what things are 
properly goud, bot!: tor the Body, and 
the Mind : And v kether any ontward 
thing can be called cruly ood, or if that 


term belongs only to the moan of 


the Mind. They enquire tkewiſe 1 1ato the 
Nature of Vertue and Pleaſure ; vut their 
chtct diſpute is, concerning the nels 
of a Man, and wherein it conſiſts? whe- 


ther in ſome one thing, or in a great ma-. 


ny ? They ſeem indeed more inclineable 
to that Opinion that placcs, it not the 
whole, ict the chict part of a Man's 

Happt- 
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Happineſs, in Pleaſure ; and which ma 
ſeem more ſtrange, they make uſe of Ar- 


guments even from Religion, notwith- 


ſtanding its ſeverity and roughneſs, for the 
ſupport of that Opinion, that 1s ſo 1n- 
dulgent to Pleaſure : for they never di- 
ſpute concerning happineſs, without fetch- 
ing ſome Arguments from the Principles 
of Religion, as well as from natural Rea- 
ſon ; ſince without the former, they 


reckon that all our enquiries after Hap- 
pineſs, muſt be but conjectural and defe- 


Ctive. 


Thoſe Principles of their Religion, 
are, that the Soul of Man 1s 1mmorta], 
and that God of his Goodneſs has de- 
{1gned that it ſhould be happy 3 and that 
he has therefore appointed Rewards for 
good and vertuous Actions, and puniſh- 
ments for Vice, to be diſtributed after 
this Life: And tho thiſe Principles of 
Religion are conveyed down among them 


by Tradition, they think, that even Rea- 


ſon it ſelf determines a Man to believe 
and acknowledg them : and they freely 
confcis, that 1t theſe were taken away, 
no Man would be ſo inſenlible, as not to 
ſeck after Pleaſure by all manner of 


ways, lawful or unlawtul 3 ufing _ 
this 
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this caution, that a lefſer Pleaſure might 
not ſtand in the way of a greater, and 
rat no pleaſure ought to be purſued, that 
ithould draw -a great deal of pain after it : 
for they think 1t the maddeſt thing 1m the 
World to purſue Vertue, that 1s a four 
and diihcnlt thing 3 and. not only to re- 
nounce the pleafures of Life, but willing- 


iy to undergo much pain and trouble, 1f 


a Man has no proſpect of a Reward. And 
what Reward can there be, for one that 
has paſted his whole Life, not only with- 
ont pleaſure, but in pain, 1f there 1s no- 
thing*o be expected after death? Yet they 
do not place Happineſs 1n all forts of Plea- 
ſures, but only 1n thoſe that 1n themfelves 
are good and honeſt : for whereas there 
1s 2 Party among them that places Happt1- 
nels m bare Vertue, others think that our 
Natures are conducted by Vertue to Hap- 
pinefs, as that which 1s the chief Good of 


Man. They define Vertne thus, that it 18 


a living according to Nature 3 and think 
that we are made” by God for that end : 
Fhey do belteve that a Man does then 
1oltow the Diftates of Nature, when he 


purſues or avoids things according to the. 


direction of Reaſon : they ſay, that the 
fit dictate of Reaſon 1s, the kindling in 
us 
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us a love and reverence for the Divine 
Majeſty, to whom we owe both all that 
we have, and all that we can ever hope 
for. In the next place, Reaſon diredts 
us, to keep our Minds as free of Paſſion, 
and as chearful as we can; and that we 
ſhould conſider our ſelves as bound by the 
ties of good Nature and Humanity, to 
uſe our utmoſt endeavours to help forward 
the Happineſs of all other Perſons ; for 

there was never any Man that was ſuch a 
moroſe and ſevere purſter of Vertue, and 
{uch an Enemy to Pleaſure, that tho he ſer 
hard Rules to Men to undergo,much pain, 
many watchings, and other rigors, yet 
did not at the ſame time adviſe them to 
do all they could in order to the relieving 
and cafing fuch People as were miſerable ; 
and did not repreſent it as a mark of a 

laudable temper, that it was gentle and 

| good natured: And they infer from / 

| thence, that if a Man ought to advance { 
| the welfare and comfort of the reft of 
| Mankind, there being. no Vertue more 
| proper and peculiar to our Nature, than 
| teaſe the miſeries of others, to free them 
1 | from trouble 8 anxiety,m farnifhhog them 
| with the Comforts of Lite, that conſilt in 
| Pleafi re 3 Nature does much- more vigo- 
rouily 
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rouſ]y lead him to do all this for himſe}ſ: 
A Life of Pleaſure, is either a real Evil; | 
and in that caſe we ought not only, not | 
to aſliſt others 1n their purſuit of it, but | 
on the contrary, to keep them from it all 
: we can, as from that which is hurtful and 
deadly to them; or if it is a good thing, | 
ſo that we not only may, but ought to 
help others to it, Why then ought not a 
 - Man to begin with himſelf ? ſince no Man 
'  ____ caN be more bound to look after the good 
of another, than after his own : for Na- 
ture cannot direct us to be good and kind 
to others, and yet at the ſame time to be 
unmetrciful and cruel to our felves. Thus 
as they define Vertue to be a living ac- | 
cording to Nature, ſo they reckon that | 
Nature ſets all People on to ſeek after | 
Pleaſure, as the end ot all they do. They | 
do alſo obſerve, that in order to the ſup- | 
porting the Pleaſures of Life, Nature 1n- 
clines us to enter into Society : ; for there 
is no Man ſo much raiſed above the reſt of : 
mankind,that he fhouid 1c che onlyFavorite | 
of Nature, which on tic contrary ſeems | 
to have levelled all thoſe together that be- *' 
iong to the ſame Species. Upon this they 
infer, that no Man ought to ſeek his own 


Convenicnces {o eagerly, that thereby he *' 
_ thould ! 
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ſhould prejudice others 3 and therefore 
they think, that not only all Agreements 
between private Perſons ought to be ob- 
(erved ; but hkewiſe, that all thoſe Laws 
ought to be kept, which either a good 
P:ince has publiſhed in due form, or to 
which a People, that is neither oppreſled 
with Iyranny, nor circumvented by 
Fraud, has conſented, for diſtributing 
thole Conveniences of Life which afford 
us all our Pleaſures. 

They think it 1s an evidence of true 
Wiſdom, for a Man to purſue his own 
Advantages, as far as the Laws allow 1t. 
They account it Pzety, to prefer the Pub- 
Iick Good to one's Private Concerns ; 
but they think it unjuſt, for a Man to 
ſeek for his own Pleaſure, by ſnatching_ 
another 'Man's Pleaſures from him. And 
on the contrary, they think it a ſign of a 
gentle and good Soul, for a Man to di- 
' | Ipence with his own Advantage for the 
© | good of others; and that by fo doing, a 
> 


good Man finds as much pleafure one way, 

| as he parts with another 3 for as he may 

_ 4 expect the like from others when he may 

; come to need it, ſoit thatſhould fail him, 

7 | yet the Senſe of a good Action, and the 

| RefieRtions that one makes on the Love 
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md Decitnce of thote whotn he hs Þb 
obliged, gives the Mind more Pleaſure, | 
than the Body could have found in that | 
from which it had reſtrained it ſelf : they 
are alſo perſwaded that God will make up 
the los "of thofe fmall Pleaſures, with a 
vaſt and endleſs Joy, of which Religion 
does eaſily convince a good Soul. 

Fhus upon an enquiry into the whole 
SIRNA Matter, they reckon that all our Actions, | 
FRAU and even all our Vertnes terminate in | 
FO Pleaſure, as in'onr chief End and greateſt | 
Happineſs : and they call every Motion 
or State, either of Body or Mind, in 
which Nature teaches us to delight, a 
Pleaſure. And' thus they cautiouſly limit 
Plealure, only to thoſe Appetites to which 
Nature leads us; for they reckon that 
Nature leads'us only to thoſe Delights to 
which Reafon as well as Senſe carries us, | 
arid by which-we” neither injureany other | 
Perſon, nor let go greater Pleaſures for | 
tt; and whieh doi not draw troubles: on : 
us'after them : but they look-upon thoſe | 
Delights which - Meri; by a foolifſh- tho | 
common: Miſtake; call Pleaſure, as if | ® 
they could chanpe' the Nature of Things | 
as well as the uſ&of Words; as tHirigs'thit | 

not mT do noti adyanceour Happitieſs | 
but | 
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bur do rather obſtruct it very much, be- 
' cauſe they do ſocntwely pollcls the Minds 
of thoſe that once goa into them, with a 
| falſe Notion of Pleaſure, thar there ts no 
' room left for truer and purer Plea- 
ſures. 
| There are many things that in thent- 
ſelves have nothing that is truly dehght- 
ing : On the contrary, they have a good 
deal of bitterneſs in them 3 and yet by 
- our perverſe Appetites. after forbidden 
| Objects, are not only ranked among the 
Pleaſures, but are made. even rhe greateſt 
Deſigns of Life. Among thoſe who pur- 
ſue thefe fophilticated. Pleatures, they! 
reckon thoſe whom F mentianed before; 
who think themſclves. really the ber- 
ter: for having: fine: Clothes; i whichy 
they think they are doubly miltalzen,, 
both in the Opinion: that: they have of 
their Clathes, and: in the Opinion! 
| that they have of themſelves; for if 
: you conlider the uſe: of Clorhes, why: 
_ } ſhould a fine Fhread be: thought berter 
| | than a cournſe one:?? And yetthar fort off 
> | Men, as-if they had ſome real Advantages: 
| beyond others, and did-not owe it: wholly 
. | to- their: Miſtakes, look. bigy. and.ſcen; to; 
| fancy themſblves: to:be the:more valuable: 
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on that account, and imagine that a re- 
ſpect is due to them for the ſake of a rich 
Garment, to which they would not have 
pretended, if they had been more mean- 
ly cloathed ; and they reſent it as an At- 
front, if that reſpect 1s not paid them. It 
3s alſo a great folly to be taken with theſe 
outward Marks of Reſpeq, which ig- 
nity nothing : For what true or real Plea- 
ſure can one find 1n this, that another 
Man ſtands bare, or makes Legs to 
him? Will the bending another Man's 
Thighs give yours an eaſe? And will 
his Head's being bare, cure the mad- 
neſs of yours? And yet it 18 wonderfuF to 
ſee how this falſe Notion of Pleaſure be- 
witches many, who delight themſc]ves 


with the fancy of their Nobility, and are 


pleaſed with this Conceit, that they are 


deſcended from Anceſtors, who have been 


held for ſome Succeſlions rich, and-that. 
they have had great Poſleſſions 3 for this. 
is all that makes Nobility at preſent ; yet © 


they do not think themſelves a whit the 
leſs noble, tho their 1mmediate Parents 
have left none of this Wealth to them ; 
or tho they themſelves have ſquandred it 
all iway. The Qltopians have no better 


Opinion of thoſe, who are much taken 
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with Gems and Precious Stones, 266d who 
account it a degree of Happinefs, - next to 


a Divine one, if they can purchaſe one 
that is very extraordinary; cſpecial] y it 


it be of that: ſort of Stones, that is then 
In greateſt requeſt ; for the ſame fort is 
not at all times of the ſame value with all 
ſorts of People ; nor will Men buy ir, 
unleſs it be diſmounted and taken out of 
the Gold : And then the Jeweller is made 
to give good Security,and required ſolemn- 
ly to ſwear that the Stone 1s true, that by 
ſuch an exact Caution, a falſe one may not 


be bought inſtead of & true * Whereas: if 


you were to examine it, your Eye could 


| find no difference between that ' which 1s 
| counterfeit, and that which is true 5. fo 
| that they are all one to you as much as if 
| you were blind : And can it-be thought 
| that they who heap up an uſcieſs Maſs of 
| Wealth, not for any uſe that it is to bring 
| them, but meerly to pleale themſelves 
with the contemplation of it, enjoy any 
true Pleaſure init? The Delight they 
| find, is only a falſe ſhadow of Joy : thoſe 
lJare no better, whofe Error is fomewhat 
{different from the former,and who. hide it, 
Jour of their fear of loſing it ; for what 


 Fother Name can fit the hiding'tt 10. the 
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Earth, or rather the Teſtoring it to: it 
again, it being thus cut off from being 
uſeful, either to its Owner, or to the reſt 
of Mankind ? and yet the Owner having 
hid it carefully, 1s glad, becauſe he thinks 
he is now ſure of itt. And in caſe one 
ſhould come to ſteal it, the Owner, tho 
he might live perhaps ten Years after that; | 
would all that while after the Theft, of 
F which he knew nothing, find no diffe- | 
rence between his having it,or loſing it,for 
both ways 1t was equally uſeleſs to him. | 
Among thoſe fool{h purſuers of Plea- | 
ſure, they reckon all thoſe that delight in - 
Hunting, or Birding, or Gaming : Of | 
whoſe madneſs they have only heard, for | 
they have no ſuch things among them : | | 
but they have asked us; What ſort of | ; 
| 
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Pleaſure 1s it that Men can find in throw- | | 
[ ing the Dice ? for if there were any plea- | , 
f fure in it, they think the doing it fo often | | 
ſhould give one a Surfeit of it : And what | p 
pleaſure can one find in hearing the bark- | 
ing and howling of Dogs, which ſeem | , 
rather odious than pleaſant ſounds? Nor | ke 
can they comprehend the pleaſure of ſee- | , 
ing Dogs run after a Hare, more than of | 


F "4 £ ; 
ſeeing one Dog run atter another; for you || ,, 
have the ſame entertainment to the Eye | þ, 

ond 
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or! both theſe Occaſtons; if the ſeeing 
them run tis that which grves the pleafure, 
fince that is the ſame in both caſes : but it 
the Pleaſure hes in feeing the Hare killed 
and torn by the Dogs, this ought rather 
ro {tir pity, when a weak, harmleſs, and 
fearful Hare, is devoured by a ſtrong, 


fieree, and crirel Dog. Therefore all this 


Þbifitteſs of hunting, is #mong the Ciopi- 


415 tirned over to their Butchers z and 


thoſe are all Slaves, as was formerly faid : 
and they look on Hunting, as one of the 


' | baſeſt party of a Butcher's work: for they 


tecotint it both more profitable, and 


| More decerit' £6 kill choſe Beaſts that are 
| more neceffary and ufefat to Mankind ; 


Whereas the killing and tearmy of fo 


' ſmall and miſerable an Animal, which a 


Huntfmar propoſes to himſelf, can only 


| attrat him with the falfe ſhew of Plea- 
T 7 fire; for it 1s of Httle uſe to him: they 
E | Iook on the deſire of the Bloodſhed, even 
” | of Beaſts, as a mark of a Mind that is al- 
| ready corrupted with cruelty, or that at 
| leaft by the frequent returns of ſo brutal 
| a pleaftrre, muſt degenerate 1nto 1. 


Thr tho the Rabble of Mankind looks 


upon theſe, and all other things of this 
- | kind, which are mdeed innumerable, 
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nt plants: ; the Qtopians on the contrary 
| obſerving, that there is nothing in the 
Wi: nature of them that is truly pleaſant, 
1 conclude thatthey are not to be reckoned 
tl among Pleaſures : . for tho theſe things 
i may create ſome tickling 1n the Senſes, 
i ( which ſeems to be a true Notion of 
i | Pleaſure) yet they reckon that this does 
| THEM not ariſe from the thing it ſelf, but from a 
111 Wn depraved Cuſtom, which may ſo vitiate a 
| 11þank . Man's taſte, that bitter things may pals 
: i for ſweet ; as Women with Child think 
"0 Pitch or Tallow taſte ſweeter than Hony 3 | | 
F*; | but as a Man's Senſe when corrupted, ei- | 
( ther by a Diſeaſe, or ſome 11] Habit, does 
" not change the nature of other things, fo 1 
(| ncither can it change the nature of Plea- | 
| ſure. T 
They reckon up "RE" ſorts of theſe | |] 
Pleaſures, which they call. true: Ones: | 
Some belong to the Body, and others to | « 
the Mind. The Pleaſures of the Mind lie | # 
, In Knowledg, and in that. delight which | 7 
the contemplation of Truth carries with | | 
.3t;5 to which they add. the joyful Re-| = 
feions on a well-ſpent Life, and the | © 
aſlured hopes of a future Happinefs. They |} © 
divide the Pleaſures of the Body into two } 
ſorts; the one is that which gives our | Y 
Senſes | 
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Senſes ſome real delight, and 1s performed, 
either by the recruiting of Nature, and 
ſupplying thoſe parts on which the 1nter- 
nal heat of Life feeds ; and that is done 


| by eating or drinking : Or when Nature 


is eaſed of any ſurcharge that oppreſles it, 
as when we empty our Guts, beget Chil: 
dren, or free any of: the parts of our Bo- 
dy from Aches or Heats by friction. 
There 1s another kind of this ſort of 
Pleaſure, that neither gives us any thing 
that our Bodies require, nor frees us from 
any thing with which we are overchar- 
ved and yet it excites our Senſes by a 
ſecret unſeen Vertue, and by a generous 
Impreſſion, it ſo tickles and affects them, 
that it turns them inwardly upon them- 


ſelves; and this is the Pleaſure begot by 


Mufick., Another fort of bodily Pleaſure 
is, that which conſiſts in a quict and good 
conſtitution of Body, by which there 15 
an entire healthineſs fpread over all the 
parts of the Body, not allayed with any 
Diſeaſe. This, when it is free from all 
mixture of pain, gives an inward pleaſure 
of 1t ſelf, even tho it ſhould not be ex- 
cited by any external and delighting Ob- 
jet; and altho this Pleaſure does not ſo 
rigorouſly afte& the Senſe, nor act ſo 
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ſtrongly upon it 3 yet as 1t is the greateſt 
of all Pleaſures, fo almoſt all the Otops- 
ans reckon it the Foundation and Baſis of 
all the other Joys of Life ; ſince this a- 
lone makes one's ſtate of Life to be eaſy 
TOR and delirable ; and when this 1s wanting, 
110 a Man 1s really capable of no other Plea- 
ſure. They look upon indolence and free- 
dom from Pain, 1f it does nat rife from a 
RAW! perfect Health, to be a ſtate of Stupidity 
8:6094..908 ' rather than of Pleaſure. There has been 
1 a Controverſy in this Matter very narrow- 
SO ly canvaſled among them 3 Whether a 
ny” jiirm and entire Health could be called a 
Pleaſure, or- not? Some have thought 
. that there was no Pleaſure, but that which 
= was excited by ſome ſenſible Motion 1n the 
M + Body. Put this Opinion has been long 
bf ago run down among them, ſo that now 
= - they do almoſt all agree in this, That 
i Health 1s the greateſt of all bodily Plea- 
j ſures 3 and that as there is a Pain in Sick- 
neſs, which 1s as Oppolite in its nature to 
Pleaſure, as Sickneſs it (elf is to Health, 

HAIEE) {o they hold that Health carries a Pleaſure 
WO along with it; And if any ſhould ſay, 
WOO that Sicknelſs is 'not really a Pain, but that 
it only carries a Pain along with it, they 
100k upon that as a fetch of ſubtilty, that 
: DS be 
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does not much alter the Matter. So they 
think it is all one, whether 1t be ſaid, that 
Health is in it ſelf a Pleaſure, or that it 
begets a Pleaſure, as Fire gives Heat 3 ſo 
It be granted, that all thoſe whoſe Health 
1s entire, have a true pleaſure in 1t : And 
| they reaſon thus, What is the Pleaſure of 

_ eating, but that a Man's Health which had 
been weakned, does, with the afliſtance 
of Food, drive away Hunger, and ſo re- 
cruiting it ſelf, recovers its former Vigour ? 
And being thus refreſh'd, it finds a plea- 
{ure in that Confli& : and if the Conflict 
1s Pleaſure, the Victory muſt yet breed a 
greater Pleaſure, except we will fancy 
that it becomes ſtupid as ſoon as it has 
obtained that which it purſued, and fo 
does neither know nor rejoice 1n its own 
welfare. IF it 1s faid, that Health cannot 
be felt, they abſolutely deny that, for 
what Man 1s 1n Wealth, that does not per- 
ceive it when he is awake ? Is there any 
Man that is ſo dull and ſtupid, as not to 
acknowledg that he feels a delight in 
Health 2 And what 1s Delight, but ano- 
ther name for Pleaſure? 

But of all Pleaſures, they eſteem thoſe 
to be the moſt valuable that lie 1n the 
Mind ; and the chief of theſe, are thoſe 
kg that 
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that ariſe our of true Vertue, and the 
zitnels of a good Conſcience : They ac- 
count Health the chicf Pleaſure that be- 
longs tg the Body 3 for they think that the 
pleafire of cating and drinking, and all 
ihe other delights of the Body, are only 
{0 far defirable, 2s they give or maintain 
Health : bat they are not pleaſant in them- 
- icIves, otherwiſe than as they reſiſt thoſe 
Impreſſions that our ' natural Infirmity 1s 
{Wil making upon us: And as a wiſe Man 
defites rather to avo id Difeaſes, than to 
take Phyſick; and to VE freed from pain, 
rather than to find cafe by Remedies :' fo 
it were 4 more deſirable (tate, not to need 
this fort of Pleaſure, than to be obliged 
:'O indulge it * And if any Man imagines 
thatthere is a real "Happineſs in this Plea- 
Ie , he muſt then confeſs that he would 
the happieſt of all Men, 1t he were to 
7? his life 1n a perpetual hunger, thirſt, 
and :tching, and by confequence 1 in per- 
petual eating, drinking, and ſcratching 
himſclt, which any one may ealily ſee 
would be not only a baſe, but a miſerable 
frite of Life. Theſe are indeed the low- 
+{t of Pleaſures, and the leaft pure: for 
we can never reii{ſh them, but when they 
arc mixed with the Contrary pains. The 
; Hl. pain 
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pain of Hunger, muſt give us the pleaſure 
of Eating 3 and here the Pain outballan- 
ces the Pleaſure : and as the Pajn js more 
vehement,ſo it laſts much longer 3 for as it 
15 Upon us before the Pleaſure comes, ſo it 
does not ceaſe, but with the Pleaſure that 
extinguiſhes 1t, and that goes off with it: 
So that they think none of thoſe Plea- 
ſures are to be valued, but as they are ne- 
ceſlary. Yet they rejoice in them, and 
with due gratitude acknowledg the ten- 
derneſs of the great Author of Nature, 
who has planted in us Appetites, by which 
thoſe things that are neceſſary for our pre- 
ſervation,are likewiſe made pleaſant to us. 
For how miſerable a thing would Lite be, 
if thoſe daily Diſeaſes of Hunger and 
Thirſt, were to be carried off by ſuch 
bitter Drugs, as we mult uſe for thoſe 
Diſeaſes that return ſeldomer upon us? 
and thus theſe pleaſant, as well as proper 


Gifts of Nature, do maintain the ſtrength 


and the ſprightlineſs of our Bodies. 

They do allo entertain themfelves with 
the other Delights that they let in at their 
Eyes, their Ears, and their Noſtrils, as the 
pleaſant reliſhes and ſeaſonings of Life, 
which Nature ſeems to have marked out 


Pecu- 
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peculiarly for Man : ſince no other ſort 
of Animals contemplates the Figure and 
Beauty of the Univerſe 3 nor 1s delighted 
with ſmells, but as they diſtinguiſh Meats 
by them ; nor do they apprehend the 
Concords or Diſcords of Sounds ; yet in 
all Pleaſures whatſoever, they obſerve this 
temper, that a leſſer Joy may not hinder 
2 greater, and that Pleaſure may never 
breed Pain, which they think does al- 
ways follow diſhoneſt Pleaſures. But they 
think it a madneſs for a Man to wear out 
the Beauty of his Face, or the force of his 
natural Strength, and to corrupt the 
ſprightlineſs of his Body by ſloth and 
lazineſs, or to waſt his Body by faſting, 


and fo to weaken the ſtrength of his Con- 


ſtitution, and reje& the other delights of 
Life > unleſs by renouncing his own fatif+ 
fiction, he can either ſerve the Publck, or 
promote the happineſs of others, for 
which he expects a greater Recompence 
irom God. So that they look on ſuch a 
conrie of Life, as a mark of a Mind, that 
is both cruel to it ſelf, and ingrateful ta 
the Author of Nature, as if we would not 
be beholden to him for his Favors, and 
therefore would reject all his Bleſfings and 
| thould 


| Tam ſure, that whatſoever may be faid 
| of their Notions, there 1s not in the whole 
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ſhould afllidt himſelf for the empty ſhadow _ 
of Vertue ; or for no better end, than to 


render himſelf capable to bear thoſe Mil- 


fortunes which poſſibly will never hap- 
n. 
"This is their Notion of Vertue and of 
Pleaſure 3 they think that no Man's Rea- 
fon can carry him to a truer {4ea of them, 
anleſs ſome diſcovery from Heaven ſhould 
inſpire one with ſublimer Notions. I 
have not now the leaſure to examine all 
this, whither they think right or wrong in 
this Matter : nor dolI judg it neceſlary, 
for I have only undertaken to give you 
an account of their Conſtitution, but not 
to defend every thing that 1s among them. 


World, either a better People, or a hap- 
pier Government : Their Bodies are vi- 


| gorous and lively z and tho they. are but 
| of a middle ſtature, and tho they have 
| neither the fruitfulleſt Soil, nor the pureſt 
| Air in the World : yet they do ſo fortify 
| themſelves by their temperate conrſe of 
| Life, againſt the unhealthineſs of their 
| Air; and by their induſtry they do fo 
| cultivate their Sojl, that there is no where 


to 
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Corn and Cattel, nor are there any 
where healthier Men to be found, and 

freer from Diſeaſes than among them : for 
one may ſee there,not only ſuch things put 


1n praGtice, that Huſbandmen do com- 


monly for manuring and improving an 11 
Soil, but in ſome places a whole Wood is 
plucked up by the Roots, as well as whole 
ones planted 1n other places, where there 
were formerly none : In doing of this the 
cheif confideration they have 1s of carri- 
age, that their Timber may be either 
near their Towns, or le upon the Sea, or 
ſome Rivers, ſo that it may be floated to 
them; for it is a harder work to carry 


Wood at any diſtance over Land, then 


Corn. The Pele are induſtrious, apt to 
learn, as well as chearful and pleaſant : 
and none can endure more Jabour, when 
it 1s neceſ{ary, than they ; but except in 
that caſe they love their eaſe. They are 
unwearied purſuers of knowledg 3 for 
when we had given them ſome hints of the 
Learning and Diſcipline of the Greeks, 
concerning whom we only inſtructed 
them, (for we know that there was no- 
thing among the Romans, except theis 

Hiſtorians 
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Hiſtorians and 1 their Poets, that they would 
value much) it was ſtrange to ſee how ea- 
gerly they were ſet on learning that Lan- 
guage: We began to read a little of it to 
them, rather in compliance with their 
1importunity,than out of any hopes of their 
profiting much by it : But after a very ; 
ſhort trial, we found they made ſuch a 
| progreſs in it, that we ſaw our labour 
| was like to be more ſucceſsful than we 
| could have expected. They learned to 
- | write thetr Characters, and to pronounce 
| their Language fo right, and took up all 
* | ſo quick, they remembered it fo faith» 
fully, and became ſo ready and corre& in 
the uſe of it, that it would have look'd hke 
a Miracle, if the greater part of thoſe 
whom we:taught had not been Men; both 
of extraordinay Capacity, and of a fit Age 
for it : They. were for the greateſt part 
choſen out among their learned Men, by 
their cheif. Council, tho ſome learn'd it of 
r | their own accord. In three Years time 
e | they became Maſters of the whole Lan- 
r, | guage, ſo that they read the beſt of the 
d | Greek Authors very exactly. I am ins» 
- | deed apt to think, that they. learned 
& | that LEI the more eaſily, becauſe # 
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ſeems to be of kin to their own : I believe 
| that they werea Colony of the Greeks ; 

for tho their Language comes nearer the 
Perſian, yet they retain many Names, both 
for their Towns and Magiſtrates, that are 
of Greek Origination. I had happened to 
carry a great many Books with me, 1nftead 
of Merchandiſe, when I fatled my fourth 
Voyage ; for I was fo far from thinking of 
coming back ſoon, that I rather thought 
never to have returned at all, and I gave 
them all my Books, among which many of 
Plato's and ſome of Ariftotle's works were. 
I had alfo Theophraſizs of the Plants, which 
to my great regret, was imperfect ; for 
having laid 1t careleſsly by, while we 
were at Sea, a Monkey had fallen upon it 
and had torn out leaves in many places. 
They have no Books of Grammar, bur 
{ Laſcares, for I did not carry Theodorws 
Mike with me; nor have they any Dictionaries 
ht but Hefichivs and Dioſcorides. They e- 

| ſteem Plntarch highly, and were much | 
taken with Luczzrs Wit, and with hs. 
pleaſant way of writing. As for the Po- 
ets, they have Ariſtophanes, Homer, Eu- 
ripides, and Sophocles of Aldns's Edition 3 | 
and for Hiſtorians, they have Thecidgdaes, 

2 Herodotus 
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Herodotws and Herodian. One of my 
Companions, Thricins Apinatws, happened 
to carry with him ſome of FHppocrates's 
Works, and Galen's Microtechne, which 
| they hold in great eſtimation; for tho 
there 1s ne Nation in the World, that 
| | needs Phyfick fo little as they do, yet 
| there 18 not any that honours it ſo much: 
> | They reckon the knowledg of it to be one 
| of the pleaſanteſt and profitableſt parts of 
. | Philoſophy, by which, as they ſearch 
e | into the Secrets of Nature, ſo they not 
only find. marvellous pleaſure in it, but 
think that in making ſuch enquiries, they 
do a moſt acceptable thing to the Author 
ot Nature ; and imagine that he, as all 
Inventers.of. curious Engines, has expoſed 
to our view this great Machine of the Uni- 
verſe, we being the only Creatures capa- 
ble of cantemplating it : and that there- 
fore an exa& and curious Obſerver and 
| Admirer of his Workmanſhip, is much 
| more acceptable to him, than one of the 
Herd ; who as if he were a Beaſt, and 
not capable of Reaſon, looks on all this 
glorious Scene, only as a dull and uncon- 
cerned Spettator, 
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are Once Lorne by Les are very 
ingenious in finding out all ſuch Arts as 
tend to the conveniences of Life. Two 
things they owe to us, which are the Art 
of Printing,and the ManufaQure of Pas 
per : yet they do not owe thefe ſo en- 
tircly to us, but that a great part”. of the* 
Invention was their own 3; for. after we* 
had ſhewed them fome Paper-books r of 
Aldis's Impreition, and began to explain 
1 to them the way of making Paper, and- 
| || of printing, tho we fpake but very crude-" 
[ [| ly of both theſe, not being practiſed in 


either of them, they preſently took up 
the whole matter from the hints. that we 
gave them : and whereas before'they only 
writ on Parchment, or on the Barks of 
Trees, or Reeds; they have now- ſet up 
the Manufacture of Paper, and Prntimg- 
pretſes: and tho at firſt they could not 
arrive at a perfection 1n them, yet by 
making mapy eflays, they at laſt found 
HR  - out, and corrected all their Errors, 'and. 

ji brought the whole thing to perfeCion 5; 
LY © fo thatif they had buta good number of 
Greek Authors, they would be quickly 


fapplicd with many Copies of them : at 
"ne 
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preſent ; tho they have no morethan thoſe 

]. have mentioned, yet by ſeveral Impreſ- 
ſions, they have multiplied them into ma- 

ny thouſands. If any Man ſhould go 

among them, that had ſome extraordinary 

Talent, or that by much travelling had 
obſerved the Cuſtoms of many Nations, 

, | Cwhich made us to be fo well received) 
, | he would be very welcome to them 3; for 
» | they are very deſirous to know the ſtate 
| of the whole World. Very few go 
. | among them on the account of Traffick, 
for what can a Man carry to them but 
Iron, or Gold, or Silver, which Mer- 
chants deſire rather to export, than im- 
port to any ſtrange Country-: and as for 
their Exportation,. they think 1t better to 
manage that themſelves, than to let For- 
raigners come and deal-n 1t, for by 'this 
 [means, as they underſtand; the.ſtate of the 
[neighbouring Countries .better, | ſo they: 
keep up :the Art of. Navwanon, whicts 
cannot be maintained but 'by much pra=s 
ite in tft. , 333490 
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Of their Slaves, and of their eMarriage F. 
HEY do not make Slaves of Pri- 


ſoners of War, except thoſe that 
are taken fighting againſt them 3 nor 


of the Sons of their Slaves, nor of the 
Slaves of other Nations : the Slaves a- 
mong them, are only ſuch as are con- 
demned to that ſtate of Life for ſome 
Crime that they had commuted, or which 
is.more common, 1uch as their Merchants 
find condemned to die in thafe parts to 


Which they trade, whom they redeem 


ſometimes at low rrates; and: in other 
places they have them for nothing ; and 


ſo they fetch them away. Al their Slaves 
are kept at perpetual labour, and -are | 


always cbained,but with this difference, that 
they treat their own Natives much worfe, 
looking on them as a more proflipate ſort 


of People 5 who not being reſtrained | 
from Crimes, by the advantages of fo ex- | 


cellent an Education, are judged worthy 


_ of harder uſage than others. Another 


fort of Slaves, 1s, when ſome of the 
poorer fort in the neighbouring Coun- 
tries, offer of their own accord to come 
and ferye them; they treat theſe - better, 


and 
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in all other reſpects, as well 
as their own Country Men, except that 
they impoſe more labour upon them, 
which is no hard task to them that have 


been accuſtomed to itz and if any of 


theſe have a mind to go back to thejr 


own Country, which indeed falls out but 


ſeldom, as they do not force them to ſtay 
ſo they do not ſend them away, empty 


handed. nE, 
T have already told you with what care 


they look after their Sick,” fo that nothing 


is left undone that can ' contribute either 
to their Eaſe or Health 2 and for thoſe who 


are taken "With fixed and incurable Dif- 


eaſes, they-nfe all poſſible ways to cheriſh 


them, 'and'td make their Lives as comfor- 


| table as maybe: they viſit them often, 


and take*freat pains to make their time 
paſs off -eafily * but when any is taken 
with a''torfuring and lingering pain, fo 


| that there is no hope, either of recovery 
or eaſe, the Pricfts 'and Magiſtrates come 


and exhort them, that ſince they are now 


| unable to go on with the buſineſs of Life, 


and are become a burden to themſelves, 
and to all about them,- ſo that they have 


| really out-lived themſelves, they would 


no longer nouriſh ſach a'Tooted Diſtem- 
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per, but would chuſe rather tg, die; ſince 
they cannot live, but 'n_ much miſe- 
ry: being aſſured, that if they either 
deliver themſclves from their Priſon 
and Torture, or are willing that others 
ſhould do it, they ſhall be happy after 
their Deaths: And ſince by their dying 
thus, they loſe none ,of the Pleaſures, 
bur only the Troubles of Life; they 
oak they a&, not only. reaſonably in ſo 
doing, but religiouſly. and piouſly ; be- 
caufe they, follow the Advices that are gi- 
'ven them 'by the Prieſts, who are the Ex- 

zounders" of the Will of God, to them. 
Sach as'are wIOuTR on. by theſe Perſwa- 
fions, do either ſtarve themſelves of their 
own accord,or they take Opium,and ſo they 
die without pain. But no Manis forced on 
this way of ending his Life ; and if they 


C 


| cannot be perſwaded to it, they do not 


for that fail in their attendance and care 
of them : But as they believe that a yo- | 
luntary Death, when it 1s choſen. upon | 
ſuch an Authority, is very honourable ;, ſo | 
if any Man takes away his own Life, with- | 
out the approbation of the . Prieſts. and 
the Senate, they give him none of the | 
Honours of a decent Funeral, but throw | 
his Body into ſome Ditch | 
| = Their 
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and Miſtreſs of the Family. in whict 


Their Women are not married before 
eighteen, nor their Men before two and 
ewenty';” and if any of them run into for- 
bidden Embraces before their Marriage, 
they are ſeverely puniſhed, and the privi- 
lege of Marnage is denied them, unleſs 
there 1s a ſpecjal Warrant obtained for-it 
afterward from the Prince. Such Difor 
ders caſt a great reproach, upon. the Mal 


t 4 
& 


fall out 3 for it.is foppofed, that rhefhay' 
been wanting to their Duty. The reaton 
of puniſhing this (6. ſeverely, is, becauſe 

a hes. BI g 64+ 3K / 6 hu OT | ELIT Y.LS” Roe ay 
they chink that if they were not ſo ſtrid- 
ly reſtrained from all vagrant Appetites, 
very few would engage 1n a marricd ftate, 


- . 15 whats gc: - - * . 
in which Men venture the quiet of their 


+ 


Whole Life, being reſtricted to one Per- 


{on';.'befides many other Inconveniences 
that do accompany it. In the way of 
chinſing of their Wives, they uſe a method 
that would appear to us very abſurd and 
ridiculous, but is conſtantly obſerved a- 
mong them, and_ accounted a wiſe and 
good Rule. Before Marriage, ſome grave 
Matron preſents the Bride naked, whether 
ſhe 15 « Fav or a Widow, to the Bride- 

groom; *and after that, ſome grave Man 
preſents the Bridegroom naked to the 
"3 Bride 
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Bride. We indeed both laughed at this, 
and condemned . it as a very indecent 
thing. But they, on the other band, 
wondered at the folly of the Men of all 
other Nations ; who if they are but to. 
buy a Horſc of 2 ſmall value, are ſo cau- 
tous, that they will ſce every part of him, 
and take off both his Sadle, and all his 
other Tackle, that there may be no ſecret 
Ulcer hid under under any of them 5 and 
that yet in the choice of a Wife, on which 
depends the happineſs or unhappineſs of 
the reſt of his Lite, a' Man ſhould ven- 
ture upon truſt, and only ſce about an 
handbreadth of the Face.all the reſt of the 
Body being covered ; under which there 
may "ic hid that hich may be contagious, 
as well as loathſome. AJ] Men arc uot ſo 
wiſe, that they chuſe a Women orily tor 
her 00d Qualities 3 and: even wiſe Men 
conſider the Body, as that which adds not | 
a little to the Mind : And it is certain, | 
there may be ſome ſuch deformity covered 
it with ones Clothes, as may totally alienate 
it a Man from his Wife, when it is toolate 
> to part: with her: for if ſuch a thing 1s 
Þ diſcovered after Marriage, a Man has no 
remedy but patience 7 So tiey think it is 
reaſonable, that there ſhould be a good 
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proviſion made againſt ſuch miſchievous 
Frauds. 3 0 
There was fo much the more reaſon in 
making a regulation in this Matter, be- 
canſe they are-the only People of thoſe 
parts that do neither allow of Polygamy, 


nor of Divorces, except in the caſes of 


Adultery, or inſufferable Perverſneſs : 
for in theſe Caſes the Senate diſſolves the 
Marriage, and grants the injured Perſon 
leave to marry again ; but the Guilty are 
made infamous, and are never allowed 
the privilege of a ſecond Marriage. 
None are ſuffered to put away their 
Wives againſt their. Wills, becauſe of any 
great Calamity that may have fallen on 
their Perſon ; for they look on it as the 
height of Cruelty and Treachery to a- 
bandon either of the married Perſans, 


when they need moſt the tender care of 


| their Conſortz and that chiefly in the 
caſe of old Age, which as it carries many 


Diſeaſes along with it, ſo it 1s a Diſeaſe of 


 #t feIE- Bur it falls often out, that when 
a married Couple do not agree well toge- 
ther, they by mutual conſent ſeparate , 


and find out other Perſons with whom, 


they hope they may live more happily : 
yet this 1s not done, without obtaining 
1 L 4 leave 
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leave of the Senate ; which never admits 
of a Divorce, but upon a ſtrift enquiry 
made, both by the Senators and their 
Wives, into bl Grounds upon, which it 
proceeds : : and eyep when they. are- fa- 
tisfied concerning the Reaſons of it, 'they 
go on but {Jowly, for they reckon that 
too great ecafinels, in granting teave for 
new Marriages, would very much ſhake 
the kindneſs of -married Perſons. They pu- 
niſh ſeverely thoſe that defilethe Marriage- 


Bed : If both Parties are married,they are 


divorced, ' and the injured Perfons may 
marry one another, or whom they. pleaſe ; 

but the Adulterer, and the Adultereſs are 
condemned to lavery. Yet if cither of 
the injured Perſons cagnot..ſhake off the 
Love of the married Perſon, they , may 
five with them ſti}] | in that ſtate; but they 

muft follow them to, that Labour to 
which the Slaves are condemned 3. and 
ſometimes the Repentance of, the. con- 
demned Perſon, together with, the. un- 
thaken kindneſs of the innocent and; in- 


_ Jared Perſon, has preyailed ſo far, with 


the Prince, that he has taken off-the.Sen- 
rence? But thoſe that relapſe, 3fter they 
are*bnct pardoned,, ; -ArE- Puniſhed w uh 
Death : wh Mn 
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Their Law does not determine the Pu- 
: FE ; . 
niſhment for other Crimes 3 but that is 

| left tothe Senate, to temper it according 

to the Circumſtances of the Fat. Hul- 

bands have power to correc their Wives, 

and Parents to corred& their Children, un- 

leſs the Fault is ſo great, that a publick 

Puniſhment is thought neceſlary for the 

ſiriking terror into others. For the moſt 
part, Slavery 1s the puniſhment even of 
the greateſt Crimes; for as that 1s no leſs 
terrible to the Criminals themſelves than 
Death: 3 ſo they think the preſerving them 
1n a ſtate of ſervitude, 1s more for the In- 
tereſt of the Common-Wealth, than the 
killing them outright z ſince as their La- | 
bour 1s a greater benefit to the Publick, 
than their Death could be ; fo the fight ot 

| their Miſery 18 a more laſting terror to 


other Men, than that which would be 
given by their Death. If their Slaves re- 
- | bel, and will not bear their Yoke, and 


- ſubmit to the Labour that is enjoined 
- them, they are treated as wild Beaſts that 

| cannot be kept in order, neither by a 
Priſon, nor by their Chains ; and are at 
s | laſt put to death. But thoſe who bear 
h their Puniſhment patiently, and are ſo 
- | much wrought on by that preſſure, that 
r | les 
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- 


4 


les ſo hard on them, that it appears they 
are really more troubled for the Crimes 
they have committed, than for the Mite- 
ries they ſuffer, are not.,out of; hope, but 
that at laſt either the Prince will; by: his 
Prerogative, or the People will by their 
interceſſion reſtore them again' to there 
liberty, or at leaſt very much mitigate 
their ſlavery. He that tempts a married 
Woman to Adultery,-s no leſs ſeverely 


puniſhed, than he that commits 1t 3 for, 


they reckon that a laid and ſtudied Detign 
of committing any Crime, is equal to the 
Fact it ſelf; ſince its not taking effect does 
not make the Perſon that did all that in 
him lay in order to it, a whit the leſs 
ouity. 
They take great pleaſure in Fools, and 
as it 1s thought a bafe and unbecoming 
thinz to uſe them ill, ſo they do not 
think it amiſs for People to divert them- 


ſelves with their Folly : and they think 


this 1s a great advantage to the Fools 
themſelves ; For if Men were ſo fullen 
and fevere, as not at all to pleaſe them- 
{elves + with their ridiculous behaviour, 
and fooliſh ſayings, which 1s all that. they 
can do to recommend themſelves to .o0- 
thers, it could not be expefted that they 

would 
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would be ſo well lookd to, nor ſo ten- 
derly uſed as they muſt otherwiſe be. If 
any Man ſhould reproach another for *his 
being miſhaped or imperfect in any part 
of his Body,it would not at all be thought 
a reflection on the Perſon that were fo 
treated, but it would be accounted a very 
unworthy thing for him that had upbraid- 
ed another with that which he could not 
help. It is thought a fign of a ſluggiſh 
and ſordid Mind, not to preſerve careful- 
Iy. one's natural Beauty ; but it 15 like- 
wiſe an infamous thing among them to 
uſe Paint or Fard. And they all ſee that 
no Beauty recommends a Wife ſo much to 
her Huſband, as the probity of her Life, 
and her Obedience : for as ſome few are 
catched--and held only by Beauty, ſo all 
People are held by the other Excellencies 
which cherm all the World. 
As: they fright Men from committing 
Crimes by Puniſhments, ſo they invite 
them to the love of Vertue, by publick 
Honours : therefore they erect Statues in 
honour to the memories of ſuch worthy 
Men as have deſcrved well of their Coun- 
try, and ſet theſe in their Market-places. 
both to 'perpetuate the remembrance of 
their Actions, and to be an incitement 
| to 
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to live. Poſterity to: follow their! EX- 


ample. | 
if any Man aſpires to any Office, he' is 


{are never to compats'it : They live all 


eably together, for none of the Magi- 
46 are either inſolent or cruel tb'the 


People 5. but they affe& rather to'be'cal- 
led Fathers, and by being really fo, they 
well deſerve that Name; and the People 
pay them all the marks of Honour the 
more freely, becauſe none are exatted"of 
them. The Prince himſelf has no 'di- 
itinction, either of Garments, or 'of' a 
Crown 3 but is only known by a Sheaf 
or Corn that 1s carried before him, as the 
Bigh Prieſt is alſo known by a Was Eipttt 
that is carried before him. + oo. 
| They have but few Laws, and "aki i 15 
their Conſtitution, that they need 'not 
many. They do very much condemn 
other Nations, whoſe Laws, together 
with the Commentaries on them: (well 
up to ſo many Volumes for they think 
it an unreaſonable thing to oblige Men to 


obey a Body of Laws, that are both of 


ſuch a bulk, and fo dark, that they can- 
not be read or underſtood by ME one 


of the Subjects. ' 


They 
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They have. nG Lawyers among them, 
for they confider them as a ſort of. Peo- 
ple, whoſe Profeflion it 1s to diſguiſe] Mat- 
ters,, as well as to wreſt-Laws; and therc- 
fore they think it is much better. that eve- 
Ty Man ſhould plead his own Caule, and 

truſt it to the Judg, as well -as in other 
places the Client does 1t to a. Counſellor. 
By, this meansthey both cut off .many de- 
lays, and find out: Truth more a: 

for after the Parties have laid-open the 


Merits of their-Cauſe, without thoſe Ar- 


tifices which Lawyers are apt to ſuggelt, 
the Judg examines the whole Matter, and 
ſupports the ſamplicity of- ſuch well-mean- 
ing Perſons,,whom otherwiſe crafty Mer 
would be ſtare to; ran down « And. thus 
they avoid thoſe Evils, which appear verv 
Wh among all thoſe i Nations. that 
labour yndera valt load of Laws. Eve- 
ry, pne.of them-is$killed in their Law, for 
a5 1t, 18 a, very (ſhort ſtudy, fo the plain- 
neſt, meaning of--which words are capa- 
ble, is always the ſenſe of their... Laws. 
And they argue thus Fo Laws. are pro- 
mylgyed for this eqd, that every Man 

may Know his Duty 5 and therefore 'the 
plaineft and moſt obvious - ſenſe of the 
Foros, is that which muſt be put on them 3 
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150 Sir Thomas More's 
ſince a more refined Expotition cannot be 
ealily comprehended, and Laws become 
thereby uſeleſs to the greater part of Man- 
kind, who need moſt the direction of 
them : for to them it 1s all one, not to 
make a Law at all, and to couch it in 
1/4 ſuch tearms, that without a quick appre- 
1118 henſion, and much ſtudy, a Man cannot 
11: find out the true meaning of it 3 and the 
1130 generality of Mankind are both ſo dull, 
i=” and ſo much imployed m their ſeveral 
| F 'M Trades, that they have neither the lei- 
| ſure nor the capacity requiſite for ſuch an 
| if enquiry. 
= Some of their Neighbours, who are 
) Maſters of their own Liberties, having | 
Ff long ago, by the affiſtance of the Utopi- 
Wl ans, ſhaken off the Yoke of Tyrandoy 5 
"2 and being much taken with thoſe Vertues 


that they obſerve among theta, have come 
to them, and defired that they would ſend 
Magiſtrates among them to govern them 3 
ſome changing them every Year, and 0- 
 thers every five Years. At the end of 
their Government, they bring them back 
to Utopia, with great expreſſions of ho- 
nour and efteem, and carry away others 


to govern in their ſtead: In this «they | o 
{ſeem to have fallen upon a very good Ex- t] 
 - pedient 
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pedient for their own happineſs and ſafe- 
ty : For ſince the good or 1ll Condition 
of a Nation depends ſo much upon their 
Magiſtrates, they could not have made a 
better choice, than by pitching on Men 
whom no Advantages can biaſs 3 - for 
Wealth 1s of no uſe to them, ſince they 
muſt go ſo ſoon back to their own Coun- 
try 3 and they being ſtrangers among 


them, are_not .cngaged 1n any of their 


Heats' or Animoſities: And 1t 1scertain, 
that when Publick-. Judicatories are ſway- 
ed; either. by partial AifcQions, or by 
Avarice, there muſt follow uponit- a dit- 


folution of all Juftice, which is the chiet 


Smewrbf- Society, nt. 

:1The Oltopians cal thoſe Nitions that 
comet and 'ask Magiſtrates from them, 
Neighbours'4:but they 
thop have been more particularly aſſiſting, 


areperpetually either making Leagues, 'or 
| breaking ther, they never enter into any 
Alliance with any other State. Fhey think 
Leagues are aſcleſ things, and reckon, 
that if the common Ties of Humane Na- 
ture do not knit Men together, the Faith 
of Promiſes will have no great effet on 
them: And they are the more confirmed 

| T6 


call thoſe 40 whom 
Freends.: And whereas all other Nations 
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[ :11 this, by that which they ſee among the 

|| N.tions round about them, who are no 

i fr:!t obſervers of Leagues and Treaties. 

W ive know how religioully they ate ob- 

if ſerycd in Erxropez more particularly where 
. the Cariſtian Do@rine is received, among 
jj whom they are ſacred and inviolable. | 
'| W hich 1s partly owing to the Juſtice and | 
01 Goodneſs of the Princes themſelves, and 
lf partly to their Reverence that they pay : 
"l to the Popes : who as they are molt reli- [ 
Lf gious obſervers of their own Promiſes, ſo k 
| they exhort all other Princes to perform - 
[ theirs; and when fainter Methods do not _ 
Y. prevail, they compel them to it by the | » 
Y ſeverity of the Paſtoral Cenſure 3 and - 
\ think that it would be the moſt indecent | _ 
Wo thing poſlble, if Men who are particu- : 
My. larly deſigned by the title of the Fazthful, | *t 
Mt. ſhould not religioufly keep the Faith of be 
61Y their Treaties. But in that new found O 
Al World, which is not more diſtant from | 
30 us in Scituation, than it 1s diſagreetng from Gi 
ah us 1n their Manners, and courſe of Life, |} th 
iy, there is no truſting to Leagues, even tho' | ke 
Af they were made with all the pomp of the | *** 
I'd molt Sacred Ceremomes that is poſlible : | tha 
Þ# On the contrary, they are the ſooner bro- | ** 
j |: ken for that, ſome ſhgkt Pretence being. | 
f ſ found 
I 
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FE in the words of the Treaties, ch 


are contrived in fuch ambiguous Terms, 


and that on deſign, that they can never 


be fo ſtrictly bound, but they will always 
tin ſome Sb -hole to eſcape at; and ſo 
they break both their Leagues and their 
Faith. | ATid this is done with that 1mpu- 
dence, that thoſe very Men who value 
themſelves on having ſuggeſted theſe Ad- 
vices to Their Princes, would yet, with a 


haughty ſcorn, declaim. againſt fach 


Craft, .or to ſpeak plainer, fach Fraud 
and Deceit, if "they found private Merz 
make uſe of it 1a their Bargains; and 
would Teadily fay, that they deſerved to 


be hanged for it. 


By this means it 1s, that all {ort of. fa 


| ſtice paſtes in the World, but for - a low- 
foiriged and vulgar Vertue, which 1 far 
below the dignity of Royal Greatneſs; 
Or at leaſt, there are two forts of Juſtice 
tern the one is mean,and creeps on the 
| Ground, and therefore becomes none but 


the baſe; ſort -of. Men, and ſo muſt be_ 


| kept *1n ſeverely by many reſtraints, -that 
tt may nat break out beyond the.Bounds* 
| that are ſet to it. The other.1s, the pecult- 
| ar Vertue of. Princes, .which as It 1s more 
| majeltick, than that waich becomes, the 
"'M Rabblc, 
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Rabble, ſo takes a freer compaſs; and 
lawful or unlawtul, are only meaſured by 
Pleaſure and Intereſt. Theſe praGtices a- 
mong the Princes that lie about Qtopra, 
who make (o little account of their Faith, 
ſeem to be the Reaſons that determine 
them to engage 1n no Confederacies : per- 
haps they would change their mind if they 
lived among us: but yet tho Treaties 
were more religtoully obſerved, they 
would {till di{hike the cuſtom of making 
them ; ſince the World has taxen up a 
falſe Maxim upon 1t, as 1 there were no 
tie of Nature knitting one Nation to 
another,that areonly ſeparated perhaps by 


a Mountain, or a River, and that all were 


born in a ſtate of Hoſtility, and ſo might 
lawfully do all that miſchief to their 


Neighbours, againſt which there is no 


proviſion made by Treaties: And that 
when Treaties are made, they do not cut 
off the Enmity, or reſtrain the Licenſe 
of preying upon one another, if by the 


_unskilfulneſs of wording them, there are 


not effectual Proziſo's made againſt them. 
They on the other hand judg, that no 
Man 1s to be eſteemed our Enemy that has 
never injured us ; and that the Partner- 
{ſip of the Humane Nature, that is 
among 
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among all Men, is inſtead of a League. 

And that kindneſs and good INature unite 
Men more effectually, and more forcibly 
than any Agreements whatſoever ; ſince 
thereby the Engagements of Mens Hearts 
become ſtronger, than any thing can 
be to which a tew words can bind them. 


Of their Military Diſcipline. 


ſHey deteſt War as a very brutal 
thing ; and which, to the reproach 
of Humane Nature, 1s more practiſed by 
Men, than by any ſort of Beaſts : and 
they, againſt the cuſtom of almoſt all 
other Nations, think that there is nothing 
more inglorious than that Glory that is 
gained by War : And therefore tho they 
accultom themſelves daily to Military Ex- 
erciſes, and the Diſcipline of War, 1n 
which not only their Men, but their Wo- 
men likewiſe, are trained up, that ſo in 
caſes.of Neceſlity, they may not be quite 
uſeleſs : Yet they do not raſhly engage in 
War, unleſs 1t be either to detend them- 
ſelves, or their Friends, from any unjuſt 
Aggrefſors ; or out of good Natarege! in 
 compaſiion to an opprefled Nation, that 
they a{liſt them tothe ſhaking off 4 
M 2 ” 
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Tyranny. They indeed help their Friends 
not only in Defenſive, but alſo in Offen- 
ſive Wars : but they never do that, unleſs 
they had been conſulted with while the 


Matter was yet entire ; and that being ſa- 


tiched with the Grounds on which they 
went, they had found that all Demands 
of Reparation were rejected, ſo that a 
War was neceſſary : which they do not 
think to be only juſt, when one Neighbour 
makes an inrode on another, by publick 
Order, and carries away their Spoils; but 
when the Merchants of one Country are 
oppreſled in another, either under the 


pretence of ſome unjuſt Laws, or by the 


perverſe wreſting of good ones : this they 
count a juſter cauſe of War than the 
other, becauſe thoſe Injuries are done un- 
der ſome colour of Laws. This was the 
only Ground of that War, in which they 
engaged with the A ephelogetes againſt the 


Aleopolitanes, a little before our time : for 
the Merchants of the former, having, as 


they thought, met with great injuſtice 
among the latter, that, whether it was in 
it ſelf right or wrong, did draw on a 
terrible War,” many of their Neighbours 


being engaged in 1t 3 and their keenneſs in 


carrying it on,. being ſupported' by their 


ſtrength 
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ſtrength in maintaining it ; it not only 
ſhook ſome very flouriſhing States, and 
very much afflicted others ; but after a 
ſeries of much Miſchief, it ended in the 
entire conqueſt and ſlavery of the Aleopo- 
litanes, who tho before the War, they 
were 1n all reſpects much ſuperior to the 
Nephelogetes, yet by it they fell under their 
Empire 5 But the Qtopianz, tho they had 
aſſiſted them in the War,yet pretended to 
no ſhare of the ſpoil. 

But tho they aſſiſt their Friends fo vi- 
gorouſly, in taking reparation for [nju- 
ries that are done them in ſuch Matters ; 
yet if they themſelves' ſhould meet with 
any ſuch fraud, provided there were no 
violence done to their Perſons, they 
would only carry it {o far, that unleſs ſa- 
tisfaction were made, they would pive 

_ over trading with ſuch a People. This is 
not. done, becauſe they conſider their 
Neighbours more than their own Citt- 

| zens; but ſince their Neighbours trade 
every one upon his own Stock, Fraud 1s 
a more ſenſible injury to them, than it 1s 
to the Otopiavs, among whom the Pub- 
lick only ſuffers 1n ſuch a caſe : And ſince 
they expect nothing 1n return for the Mer- 
chandize that they export 3 but that in 
6 M3 which 
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which they abound fo much, and is of lit- 


affe& them ; therefore they think 1t would 
be too ſevere a thing to revenge a Loſs 
that brings {© little inconvenience with it, 
either to their Life, or their Livelihood, 
with the death of many People : but if 
any of their People is either killed or 
wounded wrovrgtully, whether that be 
done by Publick Authority, or only by 
private Men, as ſoon as they hear of it, 
they fend Amba{iadors, and demand, that 
tnc Guilty Perſons may be delivered up 
to them 5; and it that 1s denied, they de- 
clare Waf ; but if that is done,they con- 
acemn thnoic wither to Death or Sla- 
very. | 
ihey would be both troubled and aſha- | 
 medofa bloody ViFory over their Enemies : 
and think 1t would be as fooliſh a Pur- 
chaſe, as to buy the moſt valuable Goods | | 
at too high a Rate. And in no Victory | 
T. 
« 


do they glory ſo much, as In that which 1s 
gained by dexterity and good conduct, 
without Bloodſhed. They appoint pub- 
lick Triumphs in ſach Cafes, and erect 
Trophies to the honour of thoſe who 

. have ſucceeded well in them; for then | 

do they reckon that a Man aQts ſutably to |} 
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his Nature, when he conquers his Enemy 
in ſuch a way, that no other Creature but 
2 Man could be capable of it, and that is, 
by the ſtrength of his Underſtanding, 
Bears, Lions, Boars, Wolves, and Dogs, 
and other Animals, imploy their bodily 
Force one againſt another, in which as 
many of them are ſuperior to Man, both 
in ſtrength and fierceneſs, fo they are all 
ſubdued by the reaſon and Ce: a. 
that 1s 1n him. 

The only Delign of the Ctoprans in 
War, 1s to obtain that by Force, which if 
It had been granted them 1n time, would 
have prevented the War; or if that can- 

_ Not be done, to take ſo ſevere a Revenge 

of thoſe that have 1njured them, that they 
may be terrified from doing the like 1n 
all time coming. By theſe Ends they 
meaſure all their Deligns, and manage 
them ſo, that it 15 vilible that the Appe- 
tite of Fame or Vain-glory, does not 
work fo much on them, as a juſt care of 
their own Security. 

| As ſoon as they declare War, they take 

care to have a great many Schedules, that 
are ſealed with their Common Seal, aftixed 
in the moſt conſpicuous places of their | 


Enemies Country. This is carried ſecretly, 
M 1 and 
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and done in many places all at once, In 
thoſe they promile great Rewards to ſuch 
as ſhall/kill the Prince, and lefler in pro- 
portion to ſuch as hall kill any other Per- 
{0n3, who are thoſe on whor, next to the 
Prince himſelf, they caſt the chief blame 
of the War. And they double the Sum 
to 11 M, that inftead of killing the Perſon 
{5 marked out, ſhall take him alive, and 


put 3m !n tae hands. T hey offer not 


only. Leniry, but Rewards, to ſuch of 
the Perions themſelves that are {o marked, 
3 they will aft againſt their Country- 
men : By this means thoſe that are named 
in. their Schecules, become not only di- 
{truſttal of their Fellow-Citizens, but are 


ienlons of one another : and are much 


 diftrated by Fear and Danger ; for it has 


often fallen out, that many of them, and 
even tne Prince himſelf, Have been be- 
raved by tholtin whom they have truſted 


moſt: for the Rewards that the Utopiars 


fer, are ſo unmeaſurably great,that there 
15 NO ſort of Crime to which Men cannot 
De drawn by them. They conſider the 
R1:que that thoſe run, who undertake ſuch 
Services, and offer a Recompence propor- 
tioned tO 4 Aangers; not ouly a valt-deal 
Sf Gold, but great Revenues 11 Land: p, 
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that lie among other Nations that are their 
Friends, where they may go and enjoy 
them very ſecurely ; and they obſerve the 
Promiſes they make of this kind moſt re- 
ligiouſly. They do very much approve 
of this way of corrupting their Enemies, 
| thoit appears to others to be a baſe and 
cruel thing 3 but' they look on it as a 
wiſe courſe, to make an end of that which 
would be otherwiſe a great War, without 
ſo much as hazarding one Pattel to decide 
it. They think it likewiſe an Ac of Mer- 
cy and Love to Mankind, to prevent the 
great ſlaughter of thoſe that mult other- 
wiſe be killed in the progreſs of the War, 
both of their own ſide, and of their Ene- 
mites, by the death of a few that are moſt 
guijtyz and that in fo doing, they are” 
kind even to their Enemies, and pity 
them no leſs than their own People, as 
knowing that the greater part of them do 
not engage in the War of their own ac- 
cord, but are driven into it by the Paſlt- 
ons of their Prince. 

If this Method does not ſucceed with 
them, then they ſow Seeds of Contention 
among their Enemies, and animate the 
Prince's Brother, or ſome of the Noollity, 
to aipire to the'Crown, It they cannot 


ciunite 
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aifukne them by Domeſtick Broils, then 
they engage their Neighbours againſt 
them, and make them ſet on foot ſome 
old Pretenfions, which are never wanting 
to Princes, when they have occaſion for 
them. And they ſupply them plentifully 
with Mony, tho but very ſparingly with 
any Auxiliary Troops : for they are ſo 
tender of their own People, that they 
would not willingly exchange one of 
them, even with the Prince of their Ene- 
 mies Country. 
*!. Hut as they keep their Gold and Silver 
only f tor {ſuch an occaſion, ſo when that | 
oiters 1t iclt, they ealily part with it, fince | 
ic would be no inconvenience to them, | 
tho they ſhould reſerve nothing of it to 
themicives. For beſides the Wealth that | 1 
they have among them at home, they have \ 
r 
t 
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a valt Trealure abroad ; Many Nations 
round about them, being deep 1n their 
Bevt : fo that they hire Souldiers from all | 
Places for carrying on their Wars 3 but | 1 
chictly from the Zapolets, who lie five | t 
bardjcd miles from QOtopia eaſtward, | a 
* They area rude, wild, a _- fierce Nati- | F 
ON, who delight in the Woods and | mn 
Rocks, among which they were born and | n 
bred up. They are hardned both | t 
againſt 
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againft Heat, Cold, ahd Labour, and 
know ftothing of the delicacies of Life. 
They do not apply themſelves to Agri- 
culture, tior do they care either for their 
Houſes or their Clothes. Cattel 1s all 
that they look after 3 and for the greateſt 
part, they live cither by their Hunting, or 
upon Rapine z and are made, as it were, 
_ only for War. They watch all opportu- 
nitics of engaging 1n 1t, and very readily 
efnbrace ſuch as are offered them. Great 
numbers of them will often go out, and 
oftet themſelves upon a very low Pay, to 
ſerve any that will employ them : they 
know none of the Atts of Lite, but thoſe 
that lead to the taking it away 3 they 
{ecrve thoſe that hire them, both with 
much courage and great Fidelity 5 but 
will not engage to ſerve for any deter- 
min'd time, and agree upon ſuch Terms, 
that the next day they may go over to. 
the Enemies of thoſe whom they ſerve, 
if they offer them a greater pay : and 
| they will perhaps return to them the day 
_ after that, upon a higher advance of their 
Pay. There are few Wars in which they 
make not a conſiderable part of the Ar- 
mies of both ſides : fo it fails often our, 
that they that are of kin to one another, 
and 
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and were hired in the ſame Country, and 
ſo have lived long and familiarly together ; 
yes: they forgetting both their Relation 
and former Friendſhip, kill one another 
upon no other conſideration, but becauſe 
they are hired to 1t for a little Mony, by 
Princes of different Intereſts: and fo 
great regard have they to Mony, that they 
are eaſily wrought on by the difference of 
one Penny a Day, to change ſides. So. 
entirely does their Avarice turn them, 
and yet this Mony on which they are ſo. 
much ſet, js of little uſe to them; for | 

what they purchaſe thus with their Blood, | 

tzey quickly waſte 1t on Luxnry, which | 

_ among them 15s but of a poor and mifera- | . 

ble form. 3 

This Nation ſerves the Otopzars againſt | | 

all People whatſoever, tor they pay high- | | 

er than any other. The QOtopians hold | 

this for a Maxim, that as they ſeek out the | | 
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beſt ſort of Men tor their own ufe- at 
home, ſo they make uſe of this worlt ſort 

of Men for the Conſumption of War, and 
therefore they hire them with the offers | . 
of vaſt Rewards, to expole themſelves ro | , 
Il forts of hazards, ont of which the | .. 
oreater part never returns to claim their : 
Promiſes. Yet they make them good | 

7 "moſt 
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moſt religiouſly to ſuch as eſcape. And 


this animates them to adventure again, 
when there 1s occaſion for it; for the 
QUltopians are not at all troubled how ma= 
ny of them ſoever happen to be killed ; 
and reckon it a ſervice done to Mankind, 
if they could be a mean to'deliver the 
World from fuch a lend and vicious fort 
of People, that ſeem to have run toge- 
ther, as to the Drain of Humane Nature. 
Next to theſe they are ſerved in their 
Wars, with thoſe upon whole account L 
they undertake them, and with the Auxi- 
liary Troops of their other Friends, t6 
whom they join ſome few of their own 
People, and fend fome Man of eminent 
and approved Vertue to command in 
chief. There are two fent with him, who 
during his Command, are but private 
Men, but the firſt 1s to ſucceed him if he 
ſhould happen to be either killed or ta- 
ken; and 1n cafe of the like misfortun= 
to him, the third comes 1n his place 5 and 
thus they provide againſt 11 Events, that 
ſuch Accidents as may befal their Generals, 
may not endanger their Armies. When 
they draw out Troops of their own Peo- 
ple, they take ſuch out of every City as 
freely offer themſclves, for none are for- 


ced 
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ced to go againlt their Wills, fiance they 
think that if any Maa 1s prefied that 
wants courage, he will not only a& faint- 
Jy, but by his cowardiſe he wall difhearten 
others. But if any Invaſion js made of 
their Country, they make ule of ſuch 
Men, it they have gaod Badies, tho they 
are not brave ; and <ither put them a- 
board their Ships, or place them on the 
Walls of their Towns, that being 10 po- 
ſted, they may not find occaitons of fy- 
ing away; and thus either ſhame, the 
heat of action, or the impoſhbylity of fly- 
ing, bears down their Cowardule 3. and 
ſo they make often a Vertye of Necellity, 
and behave themſelves well, becauſe no- 
thing elſe is Icft them. But as they force no 
Man to go into any Forreiga War againſt 
his will, fo they do nat kinder ſuch Wo- 
men as are willing to go along with their 
Huſbands : On the contrary, they encou- 
rage and praiſe them much for doing tt ; 
' they ſtand often next their Huſbands, in 
the front of the Army. They alſo place 
thoſe that are related together, and Pa- 
' Tents, and Children, Kindred, and thoſe | 

that are mutually allied,near one another ; 
that thoſe whom Nature has inſpired with | 


the greateſt zeal of ailiſting one another, 
may 
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may be the neareſt and readieſt to do it ; ; 
and 1t is matter of great reproach, if Hut- 
band or Wife ſurvive one another, or if 
a Child ſurvives lis Parent, and therefore 
when they come to be engaged | In action, 
they continue to fight to the laſt Man, it 
their Enemies ſtand before them : And as 
they uſe all prudent Methods to avoid the 
endangering their own Men 3 and it it is 
pollible, Jet all the Adtion and Danger 
Fall upon the Troops that they hire 5 ſo if 
It comes to that, that they muſt engage, 
they charge then with as much courage, as 
they avoided it before with prudence : nor 
1s 1t a fterce Charge at firſt, but it encreafcs 
by degrees ; and zs they continue 1n ACcti- 
on, they grow more obſtinate, and preſs 
harder upon the Enemy, inſomuch that 
they will much ſooner die than give 
ground 3, fer the certainty 11 which they 
are, that their Children will be well look- 
ed after, when they are dead, frees them 
from all anxiety CONCerning them, which 
docs often maſter Men of great courage 
and thus they are animated by a noble 
and mvincible reſolution. Their skill in 
Military Matters encreaſcs their Courage 
and the good Opinions which are infuſed 
in them during their Education, accord- 
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vg to the Laws of the Country, and 
their Learning, add more vigor to their 
Minds : for as they do not undervalue 
Life to the degree of throwing it away 
too prodigally ; fo they are not ſo inde- 
cently fond of it, that when they ſee 
. they muſt ſacrifice it honourably, they 
will preſerve it by baſe and unbecoming 
Methods. In the greateſt heat of Action, 
the braveſt of their Youth, that have 
jointly devoted themſelves for that Plece 
of Service, ſmgle out the General of their 
Enemies, and fet on him either openly, or 
lay an Ambuſcade for him': if any of 
them are ſpent and wearied 1n. the At- 
tempt, others come 1n their ſtead, ſo that 
they never give over purſuing him, either 


by cloſe Weapons, when they can get.near 
him, or thoſe that wound at a diſtance, 


when others get in between : thus they 
feldom fail to kilt or take him at laſt, if 
he does not ſecure himſelf by flight, When 
they gain the Day in any Battel, they Kill 
as few as poſhbly they can ; and are much 
more ſet on taking many Priſoners, than 
on killing thoſe that fly before them : nor 
do they ever let their Men ſo looſe in the 
vurſuir of their Enemies, that they do 
70t retain an entire Body ſtill 1n order + 
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ſo that if they have been forced to en- 
gage the laſt of their Battalions, before they 
could gain the day, they will rather let 
their Enemies all eſcape than purſue them, 
when ther own Army is 12 diforder 3 re- 


membring well what has.often fallen out to 


_ themſelves; that when the main Body of 
their Army has been quite defeated and © 


broken, ſq that their Enemies reckoning 
the Viftory was fure and in their hands, 
have let themſelves looſe into an irregular 
purſuit, a few of them that lay for -: re- 
ſerve, waiting a fit oppartunity, have fal- 
len on them while they were in this chaſe, 


eogiing and in diſorder, apprehenſive of 
na 


anger, but counting the Day their 


.evwn x and have turned the whole Acti- 


an, and fo wreſting aut of their hands a 
Vidory that ſeemed certain and undoub- 
ted, the vanquiſhed have of a ſudden be- 
come Victarious. 

Tt is hard ta tell whether they are more 
dextraus tn laying or avoiding Ambuſhes ! 
they ſometimes ſeem to fly when it is far 
from their thoughts 3 and when they 1n- 


tend to give Ground, they do it fo, that 
| It 1s very hard to find out their Detign. 
| Tf they ſee they are 1ll polted, or are like 
to be overpawred by numbers, then they 
either 
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either march off in the Night with great 
filence, or by ſome Stratagem they delude 
their Enemies : it they retire in the day- 
time, they do it 1n ſuch order, that it 1s 
no leſs dangerous to fall upon them in a 
Retreat, than in a March. They fortify 
their Camps well, with a deep and large 
Trench ; and throw up the Earth that 1s 
dug out of it for a Wall ; nor do they 
employ only their Slaves in this, but the 
whole Army works at it, except thoſe that 
are then upon the Guard; ſo that when 
ſo many hands are at work, a great Line 
and a ſtrong Fortification 1s finiſhed in ſo 
ſhort a time,that it 1s ſcarce credible. Their 
Armour is very ſtrong for defence, and yet 
3s not ſo heavy as to make them uneaſy in 
their Marches 3 they can even ſwim with 
it, All that are trained up to War, pra- 
ctiſe ſwimming much : both Horſe and 
Foot, make great uſe of Arrows, and are 
very expert at it : they have no Swords, 


but fight with a Poll-ax that is both ſharp 


and heavy, by which they thruſt or {trike 
down an Enemy ; they are very good at 


finding out warlike Machines, and diſguiſe 


them ſo well, that the Enemy does not per- 
ceive them, t1]] he feels the uſe of them ; ſo | 
that he cannot prepare ſuch a Defence a- | 

_ painſt | 
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gainſt them, by which they mig zht be made 
ridiculous, as well as aCcleſs ; : the chief 
conſideration had in the making of them, 
1s, that they may be eaſily carried and ma- 
naged. 
If they agree to a Truce, they obſerve 
It ſo religiouſly, that no provocations will 
make them break it. They never lay their 
Enemies Country waſte, nor burn their 
Corn, and even 1n their Marches they take 
all poſlible care, that neither Horſe nor 
Foot may tread it down, for. they do not 
know but that they may have uſe for it. 
themſelves. They hurt no Man that they 
find difarmed, unleſs he is a Spy. When a 
Town 1s ſurrendred to them, they take 1t 
into their Prote&ion : and when they car- 
ry a place by ſtorm, they never plunder tr. 


| but put thoſe only to the Sword that op- 


poſed the rendring of it, and make the 
reſt of the Gariſon Slaves : but for the: 
other [nhabitants, they do them no hurt z 
and if any of them had adviſed a ſurren- 
der of it, Uhiy oive them good Rewards 
but of the Eſtates-of thoſe that they con- 
demn, and diſtribute the reſt among rheic 
Auxiliary Troops, but they themſclves 

take no ſhare of the Spoil. 
When a War 1s ended, they do not ob- 
N 2 lige 
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lige their Friends to reimburſe them of 
their expence 1n it 3 but they take that 
from the conquered, either in Mony which 
they keep forthenext occaſion,or in Lands, 
out of which a conſtant Revenue 1s ta be 
paid them ; by many increaſes, the Reve- 
nue which they draw out from ſeveral 
Countries on ſuch Occaltons, 1s now riſen 
to above 7o00coo Ducats a Year. They 
ſend ſome of their own People to receive 
theſe Revenues, who have orders to live 
magnificently, and like Princes, and fo 
they conſume much of it upon the place 3 
and either bring over the reſt to Otopia, 
or lend it to that Nation in which tt lies. 
This they moſt commonly do, unleſs fome 
great occaſion which falls out, but very 
ic1dom,ſhould oblige them to call for it all. 

It is out of theſe Lands that they aflign 
thoſe Rewards to ſuch as they encourage 
to adventure on deſperate Attempts , 
which was mentioned formerly. If any 
Prince that engages in War with them, 1s 
making preparations for invading their 
Country, they prevent him, and make his 
Country the Seat of the War ; for they 
do not willingly ſuffer any War to break 
in upon their I{land ; = if that ſhould 


happen, they would only dcſend them- 


tclves 
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ſelves by their own People ; ; but would 
not at all call for Auxiliary Troops to 
their aſliftance.. 


Of the Religions of the Utopians. 


"Here are ſeveral forts of Religions, 
not only in different parts of the 
I{land, but even in every Town; ſome 
worſhip pping the Sun, others the Moon, or 
one of the Planets : ſome worſhip ſuch 
Men as have been eminent in former 
times for Vertue, or Glory, not only as 
ordinary Deities, but as the ſupream 


God : yet the greater and wiſer ſort of 


them worlbhp none of theſe, but adore one 
Eternal, Inviſible, Infinite, and Incom- 
prehenſible Deity 3 as a Being. that is far 


above all our Apprehenſions, that is ſpread 


over the whole Univerſe, not by its Bult, 
but by its Power and Vertue; him they 
call the Father of al, and hn s 
that the beginnings, the encreafe, the pro- 
gre, the viciſſitudes, and the end of all 
things come only from him ; nor do they 
offer divine honouts to any but to him 
alone. And indeed, tho they ditter con- 
cerning other things, yet all agree in this 5 


that they think there 1s one ſupream Being 
N 3 _ that 
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that made aud governs the World, whom 
they call in the Language of their Coun- 
try, eMithras, They differ in this, that 
one thinks the God whom he worlhips 1s 
this Snpream Being, and another - thinks 
that hjs Idol 1s that God ; but they all 
agree in one principle,that whatever 1s this 
Supream Being, 1s alſo that Great Eſſence, 
to whoſe Glory and Majelty all honours 
are a(cribed by the conſent of all Nations. 
© By degrees, they all fall off from the 
various Superſtitions that are among them, 
and grow up to that one Religion that 15 
moſt in requeſt, and 1s much the beſt : 
and there is no doubt to be made, bur 
that all the others had vaniſhed long ago, 
if it had not happned that ſome unlucky 
: Accidents, falliig on thoſe who were 
. adviſing the change of thoſe ſuperſtitious 
ways of Worſhip ; theſe have been aſcrt- 
bed not to Chance, but to ſomewhat from 
Heaven ; and ſo have raiſed in them a fear, 
that the God, whoſe Worſhip was like to be 
abandoned, bas interpoſed and reveyged 
himſelf on thoſe that deſigned it. 
_ Aﬀeer they had heard from us, an ac- 
. count of the DoCtrine, the courſe of | 
Life, and the Miracles of Chriſt, and of 
che wonderful conſtancy of fo many Mar- 
EE 11. ugh tyrs, 
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tyrs, whoſe Blood, that was ſo willingly 


offered up by them, was the chief oc- 
caſton of Going their Religion over a 
vaſt number of Nations; it ts not to be 
Tmagined how inclined they were to re- 
ceive it. I ſhall not determine whether 
this proceeded from any ſecret inſpiration 
of God, or whether 1t was becauſe it 


ſcemed ſo - favorable to that community of 


Goods, which 1s an opinion fo particular, 
as well as ſo dear to them ; ſince they 
perceived thac Chriſt and his Followers 
lived by that Rule ; and that it was til} 
kept up "in ſome Communities = the 
ca ſort of Chriſttzns, From 7 which 
foever of theſe Motives it might 5+, irae 1t 
is, that many of them came over ts our 
Religion, and were initiated into it by 
Baptiſm. 
dead, ſo none of the four that ſurvived, 
were in Prieſts Orders 3 therefore we 
could do no more but baptize them 3 fo 
that to our great regret, they could not 
partake of the other Sacraments, that 
can only be adminiſtred by Prieſts : but 
they are inſtructed concerning them, and 


But as two of our number were. 


long moſt vehemently for them 3 and. 


they were diſputing very much. among 
themſclves, Whether one that were choſen 
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y them to be a Preiſt, would not be 
Hera qualified to do all the things that 
belong to that Character, even tho he had 
no Authority derived from the Pope 3 
and they ſeemed to be reſolved to chufe 
ſome for that Imployment, but they had 
not done it when I left them 

Thoſe among them that aave not re- 
ceived our Religion, yet do not fright 
any from it, and uſe none ill that goes 
over to it ; fo thatall the while 1 was 
there, one Man was only puniſhed on this 
occaſi 10n. He being newly baptized, did, 
notwithſtanding all that we conld ſay 
to the contrary, diſpute publicsly con- 
cerning the Chriſtian Religion, with more 
zeal than diſcretion 3 and with ſo much 
beat, that he not only preferred our Wor- 
{hip to theirs, but conderr- nec all thew 
Rites as profane ; ; and cried our againſt all 
that adhered to them, as impious and 
fſacrilegious Perſons, that were to be dam- 
ned to everlaſting Burnings. Upon this 
he, having preached theſe things often, 
was ſeized on, and after a Trial, he was 
condemned to \ baniſhment, not for having 
diſparaged their Religion, but for his 
inflaming the People to Sedition : for this 
is one of their ancienteſt Laws, that no 


Man 
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Man ought to be puniſhed for his Relig1- 

on. Art the firſt conſtitution of their Go- 

verment, CUtopws having underſtood, that 

betore his coming ainong them,the old In- 

habitans had been engaged in great quarrels 

concerning Religion, by which they were 

ſo broken among themſelves, that he 

found it an eaſy thing to conquer them, 

fince they did not unite their Forces 

apainſt him, but every different Party in 

Religion fought by themſelves : upon that, 

after he had ſubdued them, he made a 

Law that every Man might be of what 
Rehpion he pleaſed, and might endeavor 

to draw others to it by the force of Ar- 

gument, and by araicable and modeſt 

ways, but without bitterneſs againſt 

thoſe of other Opinions z but that he 

onght to uſe no other Force but that of 

Pertſiizlton 3 and was neither to mixt Re- 

proaches nor Violence with it 5 and ſuch 

as did otherwiſe, were to be condemned 

| to Bamithment or Slavery. 

| Fhis Law was made by QUtopw, not 
only for preſerving the Pablick Peace, 
which. he ſaw (uffered much by daily Con- 
; temions and Irreconcilable Heats in theſe 
$ Matters, but beczufe he thought the In- 
J tereſt of Religion it felf reqmred it. 
F< : He 
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He judged it was not fit to determine any 
thin ralbly jn that Matter 3 and feemed 
to doubt whether thoſe different Forms 
of Religion might not all come from God, 
who might inſpire Men differently, he be- 
;23g potitbly pleaſed with a variety 1n it : 
and fo he thought it was a very indecent 
and fooliſh thing for any Man to frighten 
and threaten other Men to belteve any 
thing becauſe 1t ſeemed true to him 5 and 
11 caſe that one Religion were certainly 
true, and all the reſt falſe, he reckoned 
that the native Force of Truth would 
break forth at laſt, and ſhine bright, if it 
were managed only by the ſtrength of 
Argument, and with -a winning gentle- | 
neſs; whereas 1f ſuch Matters were car- 
ried on by Violence and Tumults, then, 
as the wickedeſt ſort of Men is always 
the moſt obſtinate, ſo the holieſt and beſt 
Acligion in the World might be overlaid 
with ſo much foohſh ſuperfiition, that 1t 
ould be quite choaked with. it, as Corn 
is with Briars and Thorns; therefore he 
ictt Men wholly to their liberty 1n this 
i. matter, that they might be free to beleive 
| as they- ſhould ſee cauſe 3 only he made 
a {ſolemn and ſevere Law againſt fuch as 
inould io tar degenerate from the RF 
| O 
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= humane Nature, as to think char « our 


Souls died with our Bodies, or that the 
World was governed by Chance, with- 
out a wiſe over-ruling Providence : for 
they did all formerly believe that there 


was a ſtate of Rewards and Puniſhments 


to the Good and Bad after this Life ; and 
they look on thoſe that think otherwiſe, 
as ſcarce fit to be counted Men, ſince 
they degrade ſo noble a Being as our 
Soul 3 is, and reckon it to be no better 
than a Beaſts; ſo far are they from 
looking on ſuch Men as fit for humane 
ſociety, or to be Citizens of a well- 
ordered Common-Wealth ; ſince a Man 
ot ſuch Principles muſt needs, as oft as 


he dares do it, deſpiſe all their Laws and 


Cuſtoms : for there is no doubt to be 
made, that a Man who 1s affraid of no- 
thing but the Law, and apprehends no- 
thing after death, will not ſtand to break 
through all the Laws of his Country, 
either by fraud or force, that ſo he may 


ſatisfy his Appetites. They never raiſc 
any that hold theſe Maxims, either to Ho- 


nours or Offices, nor imploy them in a- 
publick Truſt, but deſpiſe them, as 


Mer of baſe and ſordid Minds : : vet they 


do not puniſh them, becauſe they lay this 
down 
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180 Sir Thomas More's 
doun for a ground, that a Man cannot 
| make himſelf beleive any thing he pleaſes ; 
nor do they drive any to diſlemble their 
thoughts by threatnings, 'fo that Men are 
not tempted to lie or diſguiſe their Opt- 
nions among them 3 which being a ſort of 
Fraud; is abhorred by the Utopians : they 
rake indeed care that they may not argue 
for-theſe Opinions, eſpecially before the 
common People : But they do ſuffer, and 
even encourage them to difpine COncern- 
ing them in private with their Prieſts, and 
and other grave Men, being confident 
that they will be cured of thoſe mad 
F Opinions, by having reaſon laid before | 
them. There are many among them that 
run far to the other extream, tho it is 
neither thought an 1]] nor unreaſonable_ 
Opinion, and therfore 1s not at all dif- 
couraged. They think that the Souls of 
Beaſts are immortal, tho far inferior to 
_  thedignity of the humane Soul, and not 
capable of fo great a happineſs. They 
are almoſt all of them very firmly per- 
{waded, that good Men will be infinitely 
happy in another ſtate ; ſo that tho they 
are compaſſionate to all that are lick, yer 
they lament no Mans Death, except they 


_ him part with Life uneaſy, and as if he 
WETE 
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were forced to it 3: For they look on this 


as a very 11! perſage, as if the Soul being 
conſcious to it ſelf of Guilt, and quite 
hopeleſs, were affraid to die, from ſome 
ſecret hints of approaching miſery. They 
think that ſuch a Man's appearance before 
God, cannot be acceptable to him, who 
being called on, does not go out chear- 
fully, but is backward and unwilling. 
and 1s, as it were, dragged to it. They 
are ſtruck with horror, when they ſee 
any die 1n this manner, and carry them 
out in filence, and with ſorrow, and 
praying God that he would be merciful 
to the Errors of the departed Soul, 
they lay the Body in the Ground : bur 
when any die chearfully, and full of 
hope, they do not mourn for them, but 
fing Hymns when they carry out their 
Bodies, and commending their Souls very 
earneſtly to God, in ſuch a manner, that 
their whole behaviour 1s rather grave 
then fad, they burn their Body, and 
ſet up a Pillar wherethe Pile was made, 


- With an Inſcription to the honour of ſuch 


Mens memory 3 And when they come 
from the Funeral, they diſcourſe of their 
good Life, and worthy Actions, bur 
ſpeak of nothing oftner and with more. 

pleaſure, 


Sir Thomas Morte s 


ITO 7 OE OT” OO OTE 7 - Os 0." 


? % 
[ | -- 

: . 
s p N 
: 
.- 
n ; 
4 

Kyu GE nm ou mmm ergy 7 or wm” 


1] 3 pleaſure, than of their ſerenity at their 
Death. They think ſuch reſpect paid to 
the memory of good Men, 1s. both the 
preateſt Incitement to engage others to 
tollow their Example, and the moſt accep- 
table Worſhip that can be offered them ; 
tor they believe that tho by the imper- 
tection of humane fght, they are 1nv1- 
ſible to us, yet they are preſent among us, 
and hear thoſe Diſcourſes that paſs con- 
cerning themſelves. And they think that 
it does not agree to the happineſs of de- 
parted Souls, not to be at hberty to be 
where they will: nor do they tmagine | 
them capable of the ingratitude of not 
deſiring to ſee thoſe Friends, with whom 
they lived on Earth 1n the ſtricteſt Bonds 
_ of Love and Kindneſs : and they judg,that 
{auch good Principles. as all other good 
Things, are rather encreaſcd than leflened 
in good Men after their death : fo that 
they conclude they are ſtill among the - 
living, and do obſerve all that 1s ſaid or | 
done by them. And they engage 1n all Af- 
fairs that they ſet about, with ſo much the 
's more aſlurance, truſting to their pro- 
q 4 tection 3 and the opinion that they have 
of their Anceſtors being ſtill preſent, is a 

great 
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great reſtraint on them from all ill De- 
ſigns; 

They defpife and laugh at all forts of 
Auguries, and the other vain arid ſuper- 
ſtitious ways of Divination, that are ſo 
much obſerved among other Nations 3 
but they have great reverence for ach 
Miracles as cannot flow from any of the 
Powers of Nature, and look on them as 
Effects and Indications of the preſence of 
the Supream Being, of which they ſay 
many Inſtances have occurred among 
| them 3 and that ſometimes their publick | 
| Prayers, which upon great and dangerous 
Occaſions they have ſolemnly put up to 


God, with aſſured confidence of bcing 
; heard: have been anſwered 1n a miraculous 
. manner. 

| They think the contemplating God in 
| his Works, and the adoring him far them, 
t is a very acceptable piece of W orſhip to 
> - | him. 

r There are many among them, that up- 
5 pon a motive of Religion, neplet Lear- 
6 ning, and apply themſelves to no ſort of 
b ſtudy ; nor do they allow themſelves an 
e leaſire-time, but are perpetually imployed 
a in doing ſomewhat, believing that by the 
it good things that a Man does he fecures to 


himſelf 
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himſelf that happineſs that comes after 
Death. Some of thefe viſit the. Siek ; 
others mend High-ways, cleanſe Ditches, 
or repair Bridges, and dig Turf, Gravel, 
or Stones. Others fell and cleave Timber, 
and bring Woad, Corn, and other 
Neceſlaries, on Carts, into their Towns. 
Nor do theſe only ſerve the Publick, but 
they ſerve eyen Private Men, more than 
the Slaves themſelves do: for if there is 
any Where a rough, hard, and ſordid 
piece of work to be done, from which 
many are frightned by the labour and 
loathſomeneſs of it, if not the deſpair of ac- 
compliſhing it, they do chearfully, and of 
their own accord, take that to their ſhare z 
and by that means, as they eaſe others yery 
much, ſo they affli& themſelves, and ſpend 
their whole life in hard Labor:and yet they 
do not value themſelves upon that, nar 
lefſlen other peoples credit, that by .fo 
doing they may raiſe their own 5 but by 
their ſtooping to ſuch ſervile Employ- 
ments, they are fo far from being de- 
ſpiſed, that they are ſo. much the more 
elteemed by the whole Nation. 
Of theſe there are two forts: Some 
live unmarried and chaſt, and abſtain from 
eating any fort of Fleſh; and thus wean- 
ing 
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the preſent Life, which they account 
burtful, they purfue, even by the har- 
deſt and pauifulleſt methods poſiible, that 
bleſledneſs which they hope tor bereafter ; 


and the nearer they approach to it, they 


are the more chearful and earneſt 1n their 
endeavours after it. Another ſort of them 
is leſs willing to put themſelves to much 
toil, and ſo they prefer a married ſtate to 
a ſingle ane 5 and as they do not deny 
themſclves the pleaſure of it, fo they 
think the begetting of Children is a debt 
which they owe to Humane Nature, and 
to their Country : nor do they avoid any 
Pleaſure that does not hinder Labour ; 
and therefore they eat Fleſh ſo much the 


more willingly, becauſe they find them- 


ſelves ſo much the more able for work by 
it: The QUtopiars look upon thele as the 
wiſer Set, but they eſteem the others as 
They would indeed laugh at 
any Man, that upon the Principles of Rea- 
ſon, would prefer an unmarried tate to a 


| married, -or a iLife of Labour to an eaſy 


Life: but they reverence and admire {uch 
as do it upon a Motive of Religion. 


There is nothing 1n which they are more 
cautious, than im giving thew Opinion pe- 
OM I 


fatively 


Lag themſelves Ga all the pleaſures Jn , 


hs | : : 


186 Sir Thomas More's 


—_ ———} 


firively concerning any ſort 'of Religion. 


' The Men that lead thoſe ſevere Lives, are 


called in the Language of their Coumry 

*Brutheshas, which anſwers to thoſe we call 

Religious Orders. | 
Their Prieſts are Men of eminent Pie- 


ty, and therefore they are but few, for 


a 


ple, as the other Magiſtrates are, by Sut- 


there are only thirteen 1n every Town, 
one for every Temple in 1t ; but when 
they go to War, ſeven of theſe go out 
with their Forces, and ſeven others are 
choſen to ſupply their room 1n their ab- 
ſence ; but theſe enter again upon their 
Employment when they return; and 
thoſe who ſerved 1n their abſence, attend 
upon the High Prieſt, till Vacancies fall 
by Deatn ; for there is one that 1s ſet over 
ail the reſt. They are choſen by the Peo- 


trages given 1n ſecret, for preventing of 
Factions : and when they are choſen, they 
are conſecrated by the College of Prieſts. 
The care of all Sacred Things, and the 
Worſhip of God, and an inſpeQtion into 
the Manners of the People, is committed 
to them. It 1s a reproach to a. Man to be 
ſent for by any of them, or to be even | 
ſpoke to in ſecret by them, for that always 
gives ſome fuſpicions ; all that is incum-| 


bent | 
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bent on them, is onl y to exhort and ad- 
moni(h People; for the power of Ccorrect- 
ng and puniſhing it Men, belongs wholly 
to the Prince, and to the other Mag1- 
ſtrates : The ſevereſt thing that the Prie(t 


does, 1s the excluding of Men that are de- 


ſperately wicked from joining 1n their 
Worſhip :There's not any ſort of Puniſh- 
ment that ts more dreaded by them than 
this, for as it loads them with Infamy, ſo it 
fills them with ſecret Horrors, ſuch 1s their 
reverence to their Religion 3 nor will 
their Bodies be long exempted from their 


thare of trouble; for tf they do not very 
quickly ſatisfy the Prieſts of the truth of 


their Repentance, they are ſeized on by 
the Senate, and puniſhed for their Impie- 
ty. The breeding of the Youth belongs 
to the Prieſts, yet they do not take ſo 
much care of in{trudting them in Letters, 
as of forming their Minds and Manners 
aright z and they ule all poſiible Methods 
to infuſe very early 1n the tender and 
flexible Minds of Children, ſuch Opint- 
ons as are both good in themſelves, and 
will be uſeful to their Country - for 
when deep impreſſions of theſe things 
are made at that Age, they follow Men 


through the whole conrle of thew Lives, 
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and conduce much for the preſerving the 


Peace of the Government, which ſuffers 
by nothing more than by Vices that rife 
out of ill Opinions. The Wives of their 
Prieſts are the moſt extraordinary Women 
of the whole Country ; ſometimes the 
Women themſelves are made Prieſts, tho 
that falls out but ſeldom, nor are any*but 
ancient Widows choſen into that Order. 
None of the Mapiſtrates have greater 
honour paid them, than is ' paid ©'the 
Priefts; and if they ſhould happeri to 


_ commit any Crime,they would not ba que- 


ſtioned for it : their Puniſhment 1s-lett'to 
God, and to their own Conſciences® For 


_ they 80 not think it lawful to lay bands | 
on any Man, how wicked ſoever kbe'is, 


that has been in a peculiar manner dedi- 
cated to God ; nor do they find any teat 
inconvenience in this, both becauſe they 
have ſo few Prieſts, and becauſe theſe-are 
choſen with much caution, ſo that it'muſt 
be 'a very unuſual thing to find one who 
was meerly out of regard to his Vertue, 


and for his betng eſteemed a ſingularly 


wo Man, raiſed up to fo great a digni- 
y, degenerate into ſuch Corruption and 
and if ſuch a thing ſhould fall 


out, for Man is a changeable Creature 3 
I yet 
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yet there being a ſew Prieſts, and theſe 
having no Authority, but that which 
riles out of the reſpec that is paid them, 
nothing that 1s of great Conſequence to = 
the Publick, can come from the indemnity 
that the Prieſts enjoy. 

They haye indeed very few of them, 
leſt greater Numbers ſharing in the ſame | 
honour, might make the dignity of _ 
Order. which they eſteem ſo highly, t 
link 4n its Reputation : they alſo think 1 i 
is hard to fiad qut many that are of ſuch a 
pitch of Goodnels, as to be equal to that 
dignity for which they judg that ordinary 
Vertues do not qualify a Man fſuffict- 
ently : nor are the Pricſts in greater ve- 
neratlon among them, than they are a- 
mong their Neighbouring Nations, as you 
may imagine by that which I think res 
occaſion for it. 

When the Ctopians engage in a Bat- 
tel, the Prieſts that» accompany them to 
the War, kneel down during the Action, 
In a place not far trom the Field, appa- 
ralled in their Sacred Vida. * and 
lifing up their Hands to Heaven, they 
pray, firſt for Peace, and then for Vido- 
ry to their own ide, and particularly 
that it may be gained without the effuſion 
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of much Blood on either fide : : ' and wen 
the Victory turns to their {1de, they run 1n 
among their own Men to reſtrain their 
Fury 5 and it any of their Enemies fee 
them, or call to them, they are preſerved 
by that means : and ſach as can come ſo 
near ther as to touch their Garments, 
| have not only their Lives,” but their For- 
runes fecured'tc them : It is upon this ac- 
count, that all the Nations round about 
conſider them ſo much; and pay them fo 
great reverence, that they bave been of: 


U | ten no tefs able to preſerve their own 

Wl | if People from the fury of their Enemies, 

| than to fave their Enemies from their 

Ci rage : for it has ſometimes fallen out, that 
i. when their Armies have ben 1n diſorder, - 
y and forced to fly, fo that thar Enemies | 


were running © upon the ſlaughter and 
jpoil, the Priefis by 1nterpoling, have 
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i top'd the thedding of more Blood, and. 
|' have feparated thenyfrom one another 4 
; ji = jo that by their Mediation, a Peace has 


l been concluded on © very reaſonable 
[if 'Ferms; nor 1s: there any Nation about 
Wn it them ſo fierce, :crue}, or barbarous, as not 
Þ _ to look upon their Perſons as s Sacred and 
# inviolable.. - - 
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- The firſt and the lail day of the Month, 
and 'of the Year, 1s a Feſtival : they mea- 
ſure: their Months by the courfe of the 
Moon's and their Years by the courſe of 
the: Sun: The firſt days are called in ; 
their Language the Cynemerres, and the | 
laſt: the Trapemernes, which anſwers in 
our Language to the Feſtival that begins, 
orends the Seaſon. _ 7 
They | have magnificent Temples, that 
are -not only nobly built, but are hke- 
wiſe:of great Reception : which is nece(- 
fary, fince they have ſo few of them : 
They-are a little dark within, which flows 
not from any Error in their ArchiteQure, 
but: is done on defign ; for their Prieſts 
_ think that too much light diſſipates the 

thoughts, and that a more modes de- 
gree of it, both recolle&s the Mind, and 
raiſes Devotion. Tho there are many 
different Forms of Religion among them, 
yet all theſe, how various foeyer, agree 
in: the main Point, which 1s the worſhip- 
ping the Divine Effence ; and therefore 
there is nothing to be ſeen or heard 1n 
their Temples, 1n which the feveral Per- 
ſwaſions among them may not agree for 
every Sect performs thoſe Rites that are 
peculiar to it, in their private Houles, nor 
04 15 
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15 there any thing in the Publick Wor- 
{nip, that contradifts the particular ways 
of thoſe different Sets. There are no 
Images for God 1n their Temples, ſo, that 
every one may repreſent him to his 
thoughts, according to the way of. hits 
Religion 3 nor do they call this one God 
by. any other Name, but that of Mzthras, 
which 1s the common Name by which 
they all expreſs the Divine Eſlence, 


whatſoever otherwiſe they think 1t to bez 
nor are there any Prayers among them, 


but ſuch as every one of them may uſe 
without prejudice to his own Opinion. 
They meet in their Temples on the 
Evening of the Feſtival that concludes 
a Seaſon : and not having yet- broke 
their Faſt, they thank God for their 
good ſucceſs during that Year or Month, 
which 1s then at an end: and the next day, 


being that which begins the new Seaſon, 


they meet early 1n their Temples, to pray 
for the happy Progreſs of all their Affairs 
during that Period, upon which they 
then enter. In the Feſtival which con- 
cludes the Period, before they go to the 
Temple, both Wives and Children fall 
on their: Knees before their Huſbands or 
Parents, and confeſs every thing in which 


they 
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they have either erred or foiled in their 
Duty, and beg pardon for it : Thus all 
little Diſcontents in Families are remo- 
ved, that ſo they may offer up their De- 
votions with 2 pure and ſerene mind ; 


for they hold it a great impiety to enter 


upon them with diſturbed thoughts; or 


when they are confcious to themſelves 
that they bear Hatred or Anger in their 


Hearts to any Perſons and think that 
they ſhould become liable to ſevere Pu- 


niſbments, if they preſumed to offer Sa- 


crifices without cleanſing their Hearts, 
and reconciling all their Differences. Ia 
| the Temples, the two Sexes are ſeparated, 
the Men go to the right hand, and the 
Women to the left : and the Males and 
Females do all place themſelves before the 
Head, and Maſter or Miſtreſs of that Fa» 
mily to which they belong ; ſo that 
thoſe who have the Government of them 
at home, may ſee their deportment in 
publick : and they intermingle them fo, 
that the younger and the older may be 
ſet by one another ; for if the younger 
ſort were all ſet together, they would 
perhaps trifle away that time too much, 


1n which they ought to beget in them- | 


{clves a moſt religious dread of the Su- 
pream 
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pream Being, which is the greateſt, and 
almoſt the only incitement to Vertue. 
They offer up no living Creatyre 1n 
Sacrifice, nor do they think 1t fuitable-.to 
the Divine Being, from whoſe Bounty 1t 
15 that theſe Creatures have derived their 
Lives, to take pleaſure 1n their Death, or 
the offering up their Blood. They burn 
incenſe, and other ſweet Odours, and 
have a great number of Wax Lights du- 


ring their Worſhip ; not out of any Ima- 


gination that ſuch Oblations can add -any 
thing to the Divine Nature, for even 
Prayers do not that ; but as its a harm- 
leſs and pure way of worſhipping God, 
jo they think thoſe ſweet Savors and 
Lights, together with ſome other 'Cere-_ 
monies, do, by a ſecret and unaccounta- 
ble Vertue, clevate Mens Souls, and 1n- 
flame them with more force and chearful- 
nels during the Divine Wortlkip. 
., The People appear all in the Temples 
19 white Garments ; but the Prieſt's Veſt- 
ments are particoloured ; both the Work 
and Colours - are wonderful : they are 
made-of no rich Materials, for they are 
neither embroidered, nor ſet with preci- 
Qus: Stones, but are compoſed of the 


Plames of ſeveral Birds, laid together 
with 
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with ſo much Art, and fo neatly, that the 
true value of them is far beyond the coſt- 
leſt Materials. They ſay, that in the or- 
dering and placing thoſe Plumes, ſome 
dark Myſteries are reprefented, which 
pals down among their Prieſts 1n a ſecret 
Tradition concerning them 3 and that they PE 
are as Hieroglyphicks, putting them in ., ir 
mind of the Bleſſings that they have re- n 
ceived from God, and 'of their Duties; 

both to him and to their Neighbours. As 

ſoon as 'the Prieſt appears in thoſe Orna- 

ments, they all fall proſtrate on the 
Ground, with fo much reverence 'and (6 

aeep a lence; that ſuch as look on, can- 

not but' be {truck with it, as if 1t were 

the effect of the appearance of a -Deity. 

After they have been 'for ſome time in | 
this poſture, they all ſtand up, upon a ; 
{ipn given by the Prieſt, and ſing ſome 

Hymns to the Horiour of God, ſome mu- 

fical Inſtruments playing all the while. 

Theſe are quite of another form than 

thoſe that are uſed among us : but, as 

many of them are much ſweeter than ours, 

ſo others are not to be compared to thoſe 

that we have. Yet 1n one thing they ex- 

ceed us much, which is, that all their Mu- 

tick, both Vocal and Inſtrumental, does 
OT. <S i 
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ſo imitate andexprefs the Paſſions, and is ſo 
fitted ta the preſent occaſion, whether the 
ſbje& matter of the Hymn 1s cheartul, 
or made to appeaſe, or troubled, doleta], 
or angry; that the Muſick makes an 


 1mpreſſion of that which is repreſented, 


by which it enters deep into the Hearers, 
and does. very much affe& and kindle 
them. When this is done, both Prieſts 
and People offer up very ſalemn Pray- 
ers to God in a ſet Form of Wards; and 
theſe are ſo compoſed, that whatſoever 
is pronounced by the whole Aſſembly, 
may be likewiſe applied by every Man 
in. particular to his own condition 5 in 
theſe they acknowledg Gad to. be the 
Author and Governor of the World, 
and the Fountain of all the Good that 
they receive 5 for which they offer up 
their Thankſgivings to him 5 and in par- 
ticular, they bleſs him for his Goodneſs 
in ordering it ſo, that they are born 
under a Government that is the happieft 
in the World, and are of a Religion 


that they hope is the trueſt of all others : 


but if they are miſtaken, and if there is 
either a better Government, or a Relt- 
elon more acceptable to God, they im- 


plore his Geadneſs to let them know it, 
| VOWINg 
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vowing, that they reſolve to follow him 
whitherſoever he leads them 2: but if their 
Government is the beſt, and their Reli- 
o10n the trueſt, then they pray that he 
may fortify them 1n it, and bring all the 
World, both to the ſame Rules of Life, 
and to the ſame Opinions concerning 
himſelf unleſs, according to the un> 
fearchableneſs of his Mind, he is pleaſed 
with a variety of Religions. Then the) 
pray that 'God may give them an eaſy 
paliage at laſt to himſelf; not preſuming 
toſet Iimits to him, how early or late it 
ſhould be ; but if it may be wilhd for, 
without derogatimg from his Supream Au- 
thority, they deſire rather to be quickly 
delivered, and to go to God, tho by the 
ternbleſt fort of Death, than to be de- 
tained long from ſeeing him, in the moſt 
proſperous courſe of Life poſſible: When 


this Prayer is ended, they all fall down 


again upon the Ground, and after a little 
while they riſe up, and go home to 
Dinner; and ſpend the reſt of the day 
in diverfion or Military Exercifes. £ 

Thus have I deſcribed to you, as partt- 
cularly as I could, the Conſtitution of 
that Common-Wealth, which I do not 
only think to be the beft in the Ts 
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but to be indeed the only Commor-Wealth 
that truly deferves that name. In all 
other places, it 1s viſible, that whereas 
People talk of a Common-VWealth, every 
Man only ſeeks his own Wealth ; but there 
where no Man has any Property, all Men 
do zealouſly purſue the good of the Pub- 
lick : and indeed, it is no wonder to fee 
Men a& fo differently, for in other 
Common-Wealths, every Man knows, 
that unleſs he provides for himſelf, how 
flouriſhing ſoever the Common-Wealth 
may be, he muſt die of Hunger ; ſo that 
he ſees the neceſiity of preferring his own 
Concerns to the Publick; but in QOtopia, 
where every Manhasa rightto every thing, 
they do all know, that if care 1s taken to 
keep the Publick Stores full, no private 
Man can want any thing 3 for among 
them ihere is no unequal diſtribution, ſo 
that no Man is poor, nor in any neceflity ; 
and tho no Man has any thing, yet they 
are all rich; for what can make a Man fo 
rich, as to lead a ſerene and chearful Life, 
free from anxieties 3 neither apprehending 
want himſelf, nor vexed with the end- 
leſs complaints of his Wife 2 he is not 
attraid of the miſery of his Children, nor 
15 he contriving how to raiſe a Portion for 
his 
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his Daughters, but 1s ſecure in this, that 
both he and his Wite, his Children and 
Grand-Children, to as many Generations 
as he can fancy, will all live, both - plens 
tifully and happily, ſince among 'them 
there 1s no leſs care taken of thoſe who 
were once engaged in Labour, but grow 
afterwards unable to follow 1t, than there 
is elſewhere for theſe that continue ſtill at 
it. 1 would gladly hear any Man com- 
pare the Juſtice that 1s among them, with 
that which is among all other Nations 3 
among whom, may I periſh, if I ſee any 
thing that looks either like Juſtice, or 
Equity ; for what Juſtice 1s there in this, 
that a Noble-man, a Goldſmith, or a 
Banquer, or any other Man, that either 
does nothing at all, or at beſt 1s imployed 
in things that are of no uſe to the Publick, 
{hould live 1n great luxury and ſplendor, 
upon that which is ſo 1l] acquired 3 and a 
mean Man, a Carter, a Smith, or a Plough- 
man, that works harder, even than the 
Beaſts themſelves, and is imployed in La- 
bours that are ſo neceſſary, that no Com- 
mon-Wealth could hold out an Year to 
an end without them, can yet be able to 
earn ſo poor a. livelihood out of it, and 
mult lead ſo miſerable a Life 1n 1t, that 
| the 
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FI Beaſts condition- is. muck, ener: than 
theirs ? . for as the Beaſts do not. work: fo 
confrantly, ſo they fead almoſt as..well, 
and more haGaly 6 5; and have ao aik- 
ety about that which 1s to come, whene- 
as.thele Men are depreſled by a. barzen 
and fruitleſs Imployment, and areaarmen- 
ted with the apprehenlions of Want itn 
their old Age ; Tree that which they get. 
by their daily Labour, docs but maintam 
them at preſent, and 1s conſumed as flaſk, .as 
it-comes1n ; fo that there 15 no overpls 
teft. them which they can lay. up: tow; wId 
Age. OS ny 22! ay 
Is .not that Government both -1 
and ungrateful, that is 40 prodigal of. 5 


F Favors, to thoſe that .ave called (gentie: 
| men, -or Goldſmiths, -or fach others. -— wh 
b-1 are. _- or live, either by. fattery, ar. by. 
Wo cantriving the arts of vain Pleaſures: and. 


- on the other hand, takes no care of thoſe 
_ of a meaner ſort, {ſuch as Ploughmen,. 
# Colliers, and Smiths, without wh OL: lt 
= could not -fubfiſt : but after the Pablik. 
i has been ſerved by them, and that «hay. 
oe. come to be oppreſt with Age, Sickneks, 
10 ___ and Wan, ;all their Labours and the:goed 
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icher fort are often'endeavoriag to bring: 
the hire of Labourers lower, not only by: 
their fraudulent; Practices, but by the: 
Laws which they procure to be made: to 
that effe& : ſo that tho it 15a. thing moſt. 
10 juſt 1n it ſelf, to give ſuch ſmall Rewards 
to thoſe who deſerve ſo well of the Pub- 
lick, yet they have given theſe hardthips 
the name and colour of Juſtice , iby: 
procuring Laws to be made for regula- 
ting it. = 7 
Therefore I muſt ſay, that as I hope 
for Mercy, I can have no other Notion of 
all the other Governments that I ſee or 
know, than that they are a Conſpiracy of 
the richer ſort, who on pretence 'of ma- 
nag1ing the Publick, do only purſue their 
private Ends, and deviſe all the ways and 
arts that rhey can find out 3 firſt, that they 
may, Without danger, preſerve all thar 
they have ſo ill acquired, and then, that 
they may engage the poorer ſort to toil 
and labour for them, at as low rates as 1s 
poſhble, and oppreſs them as much as 
they pleaſe : and if they can but prevyail 
to get theſe Contrivances eſtabliſhed, by 
the ſhow of Publick Authority, which is 
canlidered as the repreſentative of the 
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whole Peo op , 


_ Thefts, Robberies, Quarrels, Tugy les; ; 
 Contentions, Seditions, Murders,”, 


-7reK Sled there is pub anxiqry 


and great occaſions of. Miſchief eqt. .off 
with 1t : and who does not fee that Frans, 


cberies, and Witchcrafts, that are- 18 
rather puniſhed than reſtrained -by-.che 
hl} OR of Law, would all fall. Ef 
Mony were not any more.v we 
the World? Mens Fears, Solicyuydes, 
Cares, Labours, and Wartchings, -wopld 
all periſh in the ſame moment, that the 
value of Mony Ggid fink : even. Poverty: 
it ſe}f, for the rehef of whicha Mony 
ſcems moſt neceſſary, would fall, if there 
were no Mony in the World. . And 4N 
order to the apprehending this aright, take 
one inſtance. 

Conſider any Year that has been Gun- 
fruitful, that many thouſands have died of 
Hungerzand yet i: 5 the end of that Yeax:; 


actieros MG or netr 2  g cnn k 
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ſarvby 1 were emads ———— 
rich-Men, that have hoarded up the Corn, 


confu 


arttong'them, none would have felt the 
terrible effefs of that ſeatcity ; ſo ealy a 
Raerof Lit it be to ſupply all the neceſ- 
fities'of Life, if that bleſſed thing called 
; that is pretended to be invented 
for procuring it, were not teally the only 
rhing that obſtructed | it. 

rivt doubt but rich Men are ſen- 
ble \6f this, arid that they know well 
how-much a greater happineſs it were t9 
want nothing that were necellary, than to 
abound'in many ſaperfluitiesz and to be 
reſrued-out of ſo much Miſery, than to 
abound with ſo much Wealth : and I cati- 
not think but the ſenſe of every Man's 
_ Intereſt; and the Authority of Chirſt's 
Conimands, who as he was infinitely wiſe, 
and fo knew what was belt, ſo was no 
| lef&'pood in diſcovering it to us, would 
have drawn all the World over to the 
Laws of the Qtopians, if Pride, that 
ne of Humane Nature, that 1s the 
foi ce of {6 much” tiſery, did not hinder 
P” 2 "" "5 


©ld be fonrtd that there was enough 
ariong then), to have prevented all that 


mption of Men that periſhed in that 
Miſery tand that ifirt had been diſtributed 
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33, which docs not , meakire happinets- 
much \by:Jts Own convemences, as tyathe 
gu ries. of others ;. avd would nort-:ber fa- 
{1d with being thought»a Goddeſe) rt 
gone were left that were miſerable; Wver 
whom ſhe might inſule 5 and thinks»0s 
AL bappineſs ſhines the brighter,»by 
coinparing. it with the misfortunes-ot 
viler Perſons; that fo by. diſplaying/cits 
010 Wealth, they may feel thar Poverty 
hue more ſenſibly. This 1s that ifnfernal 
S<;rpent that creeps into the Breaſts iof 
Fiortils and poſleſles them too; mucty:tb 
'be cafily eulehg out : and therefore $5am 
glad that the Ctopians have. fallen '-pon 
this Form of Government, 1n whichi:[ 
with that all the World could be fo-wiſeas 
70h vitate them : for they have indeed 4dfd 
Jown ſuch a Scheiwe and Foundationi'of 

5 or y, that as Men live happy under» it, 

35115 lite to be of great continuance : 
jor t! ney having rooted out of the /Mmds 
of thear People, all the Seeds, bothi'of 
Amvition and Faction, there 1s no:darger 

of. an:nf Commot; 1013S at Home 2. which 
#906 bas been the. ruin .of many. States, 

_1%at ſzemed otherwiſe.to be well fecured ; 
al as long as they, live in. peace' et roy 
#34 are. governed; by-.luch goods: £:aws, 
| the 


4 . : ihe 


_—_— dl. Aw. vt 
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oem ofaalltheinNeighbori ne'Pri 
who:have often attemped their un; "but 
a vain; wilnever be able to pnr' their 
fate tnto-any Commotion or Diforder. 
+» /When Raphael had thus made an'end' of 
(peaking, tho many things occurred to 
ae, +both? concerning the Manners and 
Laws: of-that People, that ſeemed very 
abſyrd;:as-well in their way of making 
of-War, -as in their Notions of Religion, 
-andDivine Matters; together with ſevergl 
:othtr.Particulars,- but chiefly that which 
-ſretned? the: Foundation of all the _ 
ther hving” 10 common, without any uſe 
of:\Mony; by which a} Nobility hee Mir 
*Heence, Splendour, and Majeſty's which, 
-according to the common Opinion, are 
the 'true Ornaments of a Nation, would b 
- be quite taken away 3 Yet ſince I percei- 
yed:that /Faphacl was weary, and [ was 
not: fure whether he could eafily bear con- 
tradi&tion in theſe Matters, remembring 
[that he had taken notice of ſome, who x 
ſeemed to think that they: were bound in- 
honour tor ſupporting the credit of their 
_ own Wiſdom, to find out ſome matter of 
cenſure in all other Mens Inventions, 
| beſides their own 3 therefore I only com- 
 MErkica their Confſtirution, and” the ac- 
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count the had given of it in general ; and 
fo;taking him by the hand, I carried him to 
ſapper,and told him I would find out ſome 
other time for examining that matter more 
particularly, and for diſcourſing more 
copiouſly concerning it z; for which I wiſh 
[ may find a good opportunity. In the 
mean while, tho I cannot perfetly apree 
to every thing that was related by Re 
beet, yet there are many things in the 
Common-Wealth of Otopia, that I ra- 
ther wiſh than hope to fee followed in 
our Governments; tho it muſt be con- 
feed, that he is both a very learned Man, 
ahd has had a great praQtice in the 


World. 
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